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PRESIDENT’S|message

Now let’s talk about technology—are 
we grateful for it? I know enough to get 
by—with the help from my sons-in-law 
(sometimes receiving desperate pleas), 
excellent staff (communications team) 
and board sisters. I have found that 
avoiding technology is not a realistic 
option. The lives of most individuals 
are inextricably intertwined with 
technology; however, we must learn to 
manage the techno-stress. Sometimes, 
we need to limit the distraction of 
dings, pings and tonal rings so that we 
can focus on the project at hand. It is 
impossible to get anything productive 
done if all we do is respond to what is 
being tossed our way. 

One goal we have as a board 
this biennium is to become more 
“visionary” and less “reactive.” We 
listen and consider suggestions to 
improve. We do have the advantage  
of a wider perspective than many 
of our local chapter members, but 
feel it is our duty to help others gain 
understanding of that perspective, too. 

To educate and give members an 
opportunity to hear directly from  
the executive board, we will soon  
be launching a series of podcasts  
on topics of expressed interest. This  
is way out of my comfort zone, but  
I am studying and preparing so that 
we can successfully engage in this 
endeavor in the very near future! 

While we must continue to be 
innovative in our ways to create 
connections, we must never veer  
far from the human power of love. 
It is ever important to reach beyond 
ourselves, as women who believe 
in giving more than receiving. In 
gratitude, we must be reminded  
that each day is another day granted, 
but not guaranteed. Live well. 

With gratitude and grace… 
LEAD Forward

Sue Baker 
President, International Chapter

Gratitude is a Mindset, 
 A WAY OF SEEING THE WORLD

Gratitude initiates an upward spiral of positive emotions. There is a place for GRATITUDE 
in our P.E.O. world that will make others want to be with us; grateful women are nice to 
be around. It has been said that a grateful heart is a magnet for miracles. I am deeply 

grateful to have been invited into a community of women who care so deeply for me and my 
family. There is nothing quite like P.E.O. where we live out the virtues of Faith, Love, Purity, 
Justice and Truth every day. I have long felt that if the whole world lived by these same five 
virtues, all problems would be solved. If we tried to truly understand each other we could  
live in harmony, ultimate happiness and peace.

While searching for gratitude inspiration, I was led to an essay by Michael Perry and have 
included excerpts here, from his book “Roughneck Grace.” It makes me think of P.E.O.  
with Gratitude and Grace.

Gratitude.

Such a lovely word. Humble and warm. 

Humble, because it’s not a word you use if you think you did everything yourself. 

Warm, because gratitude is not compatible with a cold soul, but radiates like the gentle rays of a heart-sized sun. 

Gratitude goes softly out and does good works — which generate more gratitude. Gratitude is renewable energy.

Gratitude, because to offer anything less would be to ignore all privilege. The privilege of existence. The privilege  
of health. The privilege of privilege. And now we are back at humility — or ought to be.

Gratitude, even in grumpiness. Which is to say I am not talking all hosannas, hugs, and puppies here, I am talking about 
perspective and preponderance and relativity and a sideways glance into the cosmic mirror, where behind me I spy 
millions of souls who would give all they own for just one of my disappointing Tuesdays. Gratitude as my moral duty.

Gratitude, because it’s so easy. A note. A word. You don’t even have to talk. Gratitude can be soundless. You can  
speak it with your eyes. Share it with a smile. Weave it into your works. You can kneel down and offer it up.

Gratitude as a practice. As an intentional act. Gratitude in the form of reflection. A quiet moment. A look back.

Gratitude, with our loved ones in mind. The ones who suffer our ingratitude with grace, and that grace yet another  
reason for gratitude. Grace: cousin and catalyst to gratitude.

Gratitude, no matter the season.

Gratitude.
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ABOUT|P.E.O.

educational loan fund

P.E.O. (Philanthropic Educational Organization)  
is passionate about its mission—Promoting  
educational opportunities for women. 
Our Sisterhood proudly makes a difference in women’s lives with six philanthropies that include 
Cottey College, an independent, liberal arts and sciences college for women, and five programs 
that provide higher educational assistance: P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund, P.E.O. International Peace 
Scholarship Fund, P.E.O. Program for Continuing Education, P.E.O. Scholar Awards and P.E.O. STAR 
Scholarship. P.E.O. is headquartered in Des Moines, Iowa.

Individual donors may make tax-deductible gifts to the above mentioned projects or through the P.E.O. Foundation. Checks should 
be made payable to the project or the P.E.O. Foundation and sent directly to the P.E.O. Executive Office. Donations may also be made 
online through the website peointernational.org. Look for the “Giving Opportunities” link on the home page.

All P.E.O. chapters are classified by the United States Internal Revenue Service as exempt from Federal income tax, but they are not 
Section 501(c)(3) charities. Consequently, contributions to P.E.O. chapters are not deductible as charitable contributions for Federal 
income tax purposes.

P.E.O. is a philanthropic organization where women celebrate the advancement of women; educate women through scholarships, 
grants, awards, loans and stewardship of Cottey College; and motivate women to achieve their highest aspirations.

For more information visit the website www.peointernational.org. A reprint of this page is available on the members’ website under 
P.E.O. Projects.

P.E.O. Scholar Awards
P.E.O. Scholar Awards (PSA)  

was established in 1991 to provide 
substantial merit-based awards  
for women of the United States  
and Canada who are pursuing  
a doctoral level degree at an  

accredited college or university.

P.E.O. Program for  
Continuing Education
P.E.O. Program for Continuing  

Education (PCE) was established in  
1973 to provide need-based grants  
to women in the United States and 
Canada whose education has been 

interrupted and who find it necessary  
to return to school to support  

themselves and/or their families.

P.E.O. International  
Peace Scholarship

P.E.O. International Peace Scholarship 
(IPS) Fund was established in  

1949 to provide scholarships for 
international women students  

to pursue graduate study in the  
United States and Canada.

P.E.O. STAR Scholarship
The P.E.O. STAR Scholarship was 
established in 2009 to provide 

scholarships for exceptional high  
school senior women to attend  
an accredited postsecondary  
educational institution in the  
United States or Canada in  
the next academic year.

P.E.O. Educational  
Loan Fund

Educational Loan Fund (ELF)  
is a revolving loan fund established  
in 1907 to lend money to qualified 
women students to assist them in 

securing a higher education.

Cottey College
Cottey College is an independent,  
liberal arts and sciences college  

for women. Located in  
Nevada, Missouri, it has been  
owned and supported by the  
P.E.O. Sisterhood since 1927. 
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your LETTERS

Finding My New P.E.O. Home
When I moved from Austin, Texas, to Sedona, Arizona,  
I knew I wanted to find a new P.E.O. home because Chapter 
HR in Austin was so dear to me and I had learned to love 
those sisters. 

As soon as the boxes were unpacked, I went online to find 
contact information for Sedona chapters. The president of  
the first chapter I contacted responded immediately. She  
told me that Chapter DO members were gathering for  
lunch and I was welcome, so I went. I loved that my first 
contact with Chapter DO was not in a regular meeting  
but in a social gathering so that we could get to know  
each other in an informal setting. They invited me to the  
next meeting, and I went.

Thoughtfully, they stationed at the door to greet me a  
sister who had recently moved to Sedona from San Antonio, 
Texas—not Austin, but close. Like me, her husband had  
spent his career in education, and we had many mutual 
friends. Of course, by this time, I was hooked. I knew  
I wanted to join Chapter DO.

Before the next meeting, a sister called to ask if she could 
pick me up. I was grateful because I was still unfamiliar with 
the area. At that meeting, one of my new sisters walked  
up to me with a notebook in her hand. “Will you be our 
new PCE chair? I’ve really enjoyed doing it, but it’s time for 
someone else.” Frankly, I was a bit intimidated. I had never 
done PCE, and I didn’t know anyone in the area who might 
be a candidate. I had been there for only four months! But  
I said yes.

At the next meeting, another new sister handed me a slip of 
paper with a name and phone number. “This young woman 
works at Kachina Point (a rehab facility), and she wants to 
go back to school. Maybe you could call her about PCE.” 
That young woman became the first candidate I shepherded 
through the PCE application process, and she was funded.  
So then I had the elation of success.  

This young woman was the first of several that this sister 
recommended to me through her handwritten notes with 
names and phone numbers. As I look back on the experience 
now, I realize that she was encouraging and involving me in  
a very thoughtful, subtle, meaningful way.

Then the day came—a Sunday afternoon. I was walking  
my dogs through my neighborhood. I was thinking,  
“I don’t have any friends here,” and feeling sad. At that 
moment, from behind me, I heard someone call my name. 
You guessed it—a sister from my new Chapter DO who  
was riding her bike through my neighborhood. 

That’s the miracle of sisterhood. We are never alone.  
All we have to do is reach out.

— �Nancy Oelklaus, DO, Sedona, Arizona

Unaffiliates...An Untapped Membership Resource
How often have you heard, or asked, the question, “Where 
can we find new members?” This has long been a question 
Wisconsin chapters have asked the state’s executive board, 
membership committee and each other. One of the answers 
has always been the unaffiliate list. Wisconsin alone has more 
than 1,300 unaffiliates on its list. Can you imagine how many 
unaffiliates there are nationwide?

For many years, the Wisconsin Membership Committee has 
been distributing the unaffiliate list to its chapters three times 
a year, but as a state we wanted to do more. Through the 
diligent work of the state membership committee, executive 
board and webmaster, the unaffiliate list is now available on 
our state website for easy access at any time.

Even with this list, some chapters are reluctant to contact an 
unaffiliate if no one in the chapter knows the member. But 
aren’t we all sisters? Recently Chapter AD-BG in Superior 
took the initiative and reached out to an unaffiliate they 
found on the list posted on the state website and shared 
their experience. A member from the chapter contacted the 
unaffiliate, invited her to meetings, socials and a reciprocity 
event. In the words of Deb Krieg, Chapter AD-BG, “She liked 
us and we adored her!” The unaffiliate is now the newest 
member of Chapter AD-BG and they are “full of daisy joy!” 
The chapter was thrilled to have the unaffiliate list as a 
resource. This is P.E.O. as it is meant to be.

Next time your chapter wonders where to find new members, look no further than the unaffiliate list!

— Chris Totzke, CU, Pewaukee, Wisconsin
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A Look at P.E.O.’s First Project:  
Over 100 Years of Supporting Women’s Education

The Educational Loan Fund (ELF), P.E.O.’s first project, was established in 1907, nearly 20 years after the first 
mention was made of finding a unified project suitable for support by all P.E.O.s. Ideas for such a project were 
discussed at many Grand Chapter Conventions between 1885 and 1907 and included endowing a chair at a 
college or university, building a music hall at Iowa Wesleyan University or opening an industrial school for 
delinquent children. All were significant educational endeavors, but none captured the full enthusiasm and attention  
of the Sisterhood. It wasn’t until 1907 when, with a fund created from a surplus from P.E.O. Day at the World’s Fair in  
Saint Louis three years before, the idea for a fund for educational scholarships was proposed and adopted. 

As the information on the next few pages illustrates, ELF has changed and grown significantly over the years. Established 
as a memorial to our Founders, P.E.O.’s first philanthropy is truly a legacy to the memory of the seven pioneering women 
who started our Sisterhood and represents over a century of women helping women reach for the stars. 

COVER|story
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 1904 
“P.E.O. Day” was held on June 18 at 
the Louisiana Purchase Exposition 
in Saint Louis “to make P.E.O. 
better known to the world.” 
The Sisterhood assembled in the 
Missouri Building. Funds were 
solicited by event chairman, 
Olga Iddiols, Chapter O, Missouri, 
from all chapters to help defray  
the expenses of the event. 

1919 
The fund totaled 
$111,800. The 
Educational Fund 
Endowment was 
established with 
$2,300.

1927  
72% of loan 

applicants 
were 

pursuing 
careers in 

education.

1934  
Still concerned that the 

small bank being used 
could not secure the 

fund, money was placed 
in amounts of $5,000 in 

several banks insured 
by Federal Deposit 

Insurance. Money was 
transferred back, as 

needed to the small bank 
in Iowa out of which the 

loans checks were drawn.

1943  

The war years were having an 
marked impact on the fund. The 

P.E.O. Record published the  
Policies Governing Loans for  

the first time.

1929  
Trustees were forced 
to discontinue loans 
for a period of time 
due to lack of funds.

1905 
“P.E.O. Day” 
organizers 
presented 

$658.88, their 
balance after 

expenses, 
to Supreme 

Grand Chapter 
at the 1905 

convention. 
Supreme 

Chapter added 
$146.87 to 

bring the fund 
balance to 

$800.

1908 
Edna Pickering received 
the first loan of $300.

1909 
The first board of trustees 
was appointed. Interest on 
loans was set at 4%. 

The fund had grown to $1,071.88. At 
Supreme Chapter Convention in Brookfield, 
Missouri, Lillian Pollock Parmele of 
Plattsmouth, Nebraska, suggested using 
the fund for scholarships for worthy young 
women. Discussion followed and a motion 
to use the money for a fund to be loaned 
for educational purposes was adopted.  

1911 
ELF trustees printed 
the first informational 
pamphlet to provide 
consistent and 
complete information 
about the fund to  
all chapters.

1923  
It became policy 

that every applicant 
for a loan shall be 

recommended by a 
chapter, in addition to 

the investigation of the 
board of trustees.

1932  
The bank holding the fund closed 
its doors, but repayments received 
were sufficient to cover the promised 
of loans to girls. Delinquent loans 
became a problem and chapters were 
asked to contact their recipients “to 
send whatever she can—even one 
dollar helps another girl.”

1945  
Loan activity reached an  
all-time low and trustees 

began publicizing the 
availability of the fund to 

local chapters, high schools, 
colleges and universities and 

professional organizations. 
The efforts resulted in a 

40% increase in loans 
approved between 1945-47.

1907 

1900-1909 1910-1919 1920-1929 1930-1939 1940-1949

ELF Milestones
 A Century of Growth
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2017
ELF celebrates 110 years.

Evolution of the ELF Logo

1957 	
ELF is 50 years old  
and the prosperity of  
the 1950s continued  
to stimulate loan  
fund usage. 

1963 
The Educational Loan Fund exceeded 
the $1,000,000 mark. The interest rate 
was raised to 4%. 

1987 	    
Applicants under 21 were 
no longer required to submit 
parental consent forms. 
Husbands can no longer 
serve as loan co-signers. 
The interest rate was 
lowered to 4%.

2007-09 
• �The credit card was an 

option for loan recipients 
and cosigners to make  
loan payments. 

• �Eliminated accrual of 
interest on loans until after 
the stated graduation date. 

• �Implemented use of a 
collection agency. 

• �Only one cosigner at each 
address allowed. 

1951-52  
Number of loans approved increased by 
four times. Women were returning to 
school confident of finding employment 
in the post-war economy.

1962 
On September 7, ELF was 

granted tax exempt status 
under the IRS code 501-c-3 
making all contributions to 

the fund tax deductible. 

1982 
Interest was 

raised to 6%. 
Loans were now 

made only to 
students in their 

last two years  
of study.

1984
Chapters could 
no longer serve 
as co-signers 
for loans. 

2004
The interest 

rate was 
lowered  

to 2%.

2005-07 
• �All loan records which had been kept manually 

were transferred to the computer. 

• �Implemented the use of the applicant’s credit 
score to determine eligibility for a loan. 

• �Personal references were no longer required 
to be submitted with the loan application. 

• �By September 2006, the ELF fund was nearly 
100% utilized. 

2007
ELF celebrates 

100 years

1950-1959 1960-1979 1980-1999 2000-2009 2010-Today
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ELF’s Past Meets Present
In 1907 P.E.O. Lillian Pollock Parmele proposed that P.E.O. fund educational 
scholarships for young women; her idea caught on and later became the 
Educational Loan Fund. Lillian served as chairman of the first Board of Trustees 

of the P.E.O. Educational Fund (as it was first known). 

The passion for P.E.O. in Lillian’s family is strong to this day. At Convention of International 
Chapter in Charlotte, North Carolina, in 2017, the ELF booth featured a standee of a dress 
worn by Lillian, along with the story of her legacy. It was a special moment then when Ann 
Bailie, BR, Davidson, North Carolina, and Sara Zeller, CO, Asheboro, North Carolina, Lillian’s 
great and great-great granddaughters stopped by to pose for a photo. Ann and Sara were 
generously volunteering their time at Convention and were excited to see Lillian recognized 
for her contributions to P.E.O.’s first project. 

COVER|story
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Celebrate P.E.O.’s 150th Anniversary 
with a Contribution to the 

P.E.O. 150 Fund!
$150 in honor of 150 years!

With a goal of 100% local chapter participation, 
each chapter is encouraged to donate $150.

Individual donations are also encouraged—make a 
donation to the fund in honor or in memory of a special 
P.E.O. in your life.

The majority of these funds will be used to supplement  
the International Chapter philanthropic projects. 

More information, including how to donate, is available  
at www.peo150.org.

Commemorative 150 Celebration

Jewelry Now Available!

During P.E.O.’s 100th anniversary in  
1969, a charm was created and sold.  
The Sisterhood is pleased to continue  
this tradition with the new sesquicentennial  
celebration jewelry. 

Now available for purchase, these pieces make a great  
gift for a special sister or an attractive addition to your 
own jewelry collection as one of many ways to celebrate 
our Sisterhood’s significant milestone. 

These limited-edition sesquicentennial celebration pieces 
are available exclusively from Herff Jones, the official 
jeweler of P.E.O. Visit www.peo150.org for more details, 
including how to order. 

“We Who Are 
Sisters”—the  
new P.E.O.  
Pictorial History  
Book Available  
for Preorder Now! 
5 Easy Steps to Order “We Who Are Sisters”

1   �Visit www.peointernational.org/150 
or www.peo150.org and click 
through to purchase the book  
from our publisher. 

2   �Add the number of books you want 
to preorder to your cart. Note: The 
cost of shipping is added to the cart 
immediately. Each book is $32 until 
July 31 plus the cost of shipping. 
Tax, if applicable, is added at the end. 

3   �When you click “Proceed to 
Checkout,” you will be prompted 
to create a new account — this  
is NOT the same as what you  
use to log in to the P.E.O. 
International website.

4   �Enter your contact information 
to complete your account 
creation.

5   �Enter your credit card 
information and place your 
order. You should receive an 
email confirmation of your order. 

PLEASE NOTE:

Books are 20% off until July 31, 
2018 and quantities are limited! 
Place your preorder today. 

Consider having one person place 
an order for others in the chapter 
to save on shipping costs and 
to help those who might not be 
comfortable shopping online. You 
can order up to 20 books at once. 

Books will begin shipping  
January 2019.
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Angela Sadler Williamson’s Movie Presents an 
Intimate Portrait of the Civil Rights Hero

by Mary Jo Fowler, QU, Ontario, California

Rosa Parks
P.E.O. Sister Makes  

Award-Winning Documentary about

SPECIAL|feature

Visit any public school classroom in the United States and you are likely to see books and  
posters extolling the life and wisdom of Rosa Parks. Born in 1913, Rosa Parks became famous  
in the 1950s as a symbol of the Civil Rights Movement when she refused to obey the Alabama law  
which dictated that she give up her bus seat to a white passenger. She was arrested for her action.  
This act of courage inspired Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., to organize the Alabama Bus Boycott, which 
propelled the movement toward the Civil Rights Act of 1964. It is fair to say that all other 20th-century 
struggles for equality stemmed from this singular act by Rosa Parks. 

When Rosa died in 2005, her casket lay in honor in 
the U. S. Capitol for two days so that members of 
the public could pass by and pay their respects. 

She was the first and only female private citizen ever 
honored in this manner. In Statuary Hall, her stone likeness 
joins that of great American political and military leaders 
from our entire history. 

In her eulogy to Mrs. Parks, then Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice expressed her belief that without  
Rosa Parks, she would never have achieved that high  
office, and President Barack Obama opined that “When  
the history of this country is written, it is this small, quiet 
woman whose name will be remembered long after the 
names of senators and presidents have been forgotten.”

“My Life with Rosie”
This is where our P.E.O. sister, Angela Sadler Williamson, QU, 
Ontario, California, contributes to the history of the great 
lady. Angela is a cousin, by marriage, to Rosa Parks. Rosa 
attended Angela’s wedding to Geoff Williamson on May 2, 
1998. Angela got to know Rosa personally and became a 
part of her family.

Making the documentary “My Life with Rosie” was a two-
year labor of love for Angela. The 64-minute film tells 
Rosa’s story and the struggles she and her family faced 
in the South; in 1957 they had to flee Alabama because of 
relentless death threats. The family moved north to Detroit 
where they faced similar challenges. Through it all, Rosa 
maintained her mantra: “Each person must live their life  
as a model for others.” 

“My Life with Rosie” features academic and historical 
reflections about Rosa’s life by researcher and author  
Dr. Jeanne Theoharis. In addition, Rosa’s cousin, caretaker 
and confidant Carolyn Williamson Green shares many 
personal stories and anecdotes about Rosa in the film.

“My Life with Rosie” won the grand prize in the documentary 
category at the 2017 Culver City Film Festival. Angela plans 
to enter the film in other festivals in the future. 

Angela Sadler Williamson
Angela has been a valued member of Chapter QU since 
2014. She researched and led the projects committee to 
give financial help to two deserving women through the 
P.E.O. Program for Continuing Education. It was Angela who 
encouraged us to find worthy recipients, and we are now 
active in our pursuit for other women—she is our inspiration!

Angela obtained her undergraduate and graduate degrees 
in mass communications from California State University, 
Fullerton, California. She is a former producer and 
copywriter for the Orange County NewsChannel, Fox 11 
Television, Fox Sports West and Prime Ticket. A multiple 
Telly awards recipient, Angela also has a doctorate in human 
services with a specialization in management of nonprofit 
agencies from Capella University in Minnesota. 

 “My Life with Rosie” is gaining more widespread attention 
and there is no doubt that showcasing this labor of love will 
continue to be a memorable experience for Angela and her 
family. Chapter QU is so proud of our sister!



On February 2, 2018, at the Rosa Parks Federal 
Building in San Bernardino, California, Angela 
and her husband, Geoff, (pictured)  and members  
of Chapter QU attended the unveiling of the statue 
of Parks, which is now on display in the building. 

Pictured above:  
Four generations  
of Rosa Parks’  
family in front  
of the bus on  
which Rosa was 
arrested. The  
bus is on display 
at the Henry  
Ford Museum in  
Dearborn, Michigan. 

Pictured to the right: Carolyn Williamson Green (left) 
strives to preserve Rosa Parks’ public service legacy  
and continues working toward Rosa’s mission. 
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Let’s take a look back to 1893—125 years ago—when the P.E.O. Sisterhood was only  
24 years old. How was P.E.O. growing and changing? What was happening in the lives  
of the five living Founders?  

Significant Changes
Understanding the need to be a legal entity, P.E.O.  
filed incorporation papers under the laws of Iowa on 
February 21, 1893.

As reported in The P.E.O. Record’s October 1893 issue,  
there were two state chapters within Supreme Grand 
Chapter—Nebraska, with 11 local chapters, and Iowa,  
with 40 local chapters. There were also six local chapters  
in Missouri, three in Kansas, three in California, two in 
Indiana, and one each in Illinois, Michigan and Arkansas. 

At the 1893 Convention of Supreme Grand Chapter in 
Waterloo, Iowa, the governance structure we use today was 
adopted. This three-part Constitution of the P.E.O. Sisterhood 
that defined the local chapter, state/provincial/district chapter 
and International Chapter, stands the test of time. Many 
influential sisters contributed to the building of this structure 
that included flexibility for continued change. With studied 
solutions to best meet current and future opportunities, 
P.E.O.’s coming of age was not without challenges yet 125 
years ago our organization established the governance 
framework that’s still viable and strong today. 

Growth & Expansion
Planning for P.E.O.’s space at the Chicago World’s Fair was 
discussed in several issues of the four-year-old P.E.O. Record. 
Ultimately, after setbacks and changes, P.E.O.’s space in the 
Women’s Building opened in June. Subsequent monthly 
issues of The Record listed members who signed the 
Women’s Building registry. According to the October 1893 
Record, “The World’s Fair space and exhibit has made us 
known to people of the world who never knew us. Over one-
third of our entire membership has registered.” (This registry 
book is now archived in the Centennial Center, Des Moines.) 

An increasing community of friends and relatives from  
Mount Pleasant and Iowa Wesleyan were settling in 
Fairhaven, Washington—later to be consolidated into the 
city of Bellingham. By 1904, Chapter F, Bellingham organized 
with three of the seven charter initiates having direct Mount 
Pleasant ties—most notably, May D. Crane, daughter-in-law 
of Hervey N. Crane, the jeweler who provided the first P.E.O. 
emblems in 1869. Chapter F is credited with the expansion  
of P.E.O. into British Columbia, Canada in 1911.

1893
 A MOMENTOUS YEAR  
 FOR THE SISTERHOOD

by Elizabeth E. Garrels, Past President,  
International Chapter of the P.E.O. Sisterhood

P.E.O. secured  
space in the  

Women’s Building  
at the 1893 World’s  

Fair in Chicago



WWW.PEOINTERNATIONAL.ORG May–June 2018 | THE P.E.O. RECORD 13        

The Living Founders

Alice Bird Babb 
(age 43) continued 
to reside in Mount 
Pleasant with her 
husband W.I. Babb 
and family: son Max, 
a sophomore at Iowa 
Wesleyan University; 
son Miles, high school 
senior; and 6-year-
old daughter Alice, 
whom she called 
Alice Junior. The 
Babb family’s other 
daughter Clarabelle 
died from diphtheria 
in 1890. Alice was 
deeply committed to 
P.E.O. responsibilities; 
she served on the 
Supreme Grand 
Chapter revision 
committee for the 
Constitution. She was 
offered the courtesy 
nomination to be 
president of Supreme 
Grand Chapter again 
but declined. In her 
own chapter, A, she 
often served as 
substitute hostess  
or pro tem officer;  
she also served as  
a supporting adviser 
to the officially-
chartered Iowa 
Wesleyan University 
Chapter AJ (later 
Chapter S).

Mary Allen Stafford 
(age 45) lived in 
Mount Pleasant with 
her husband Rev.  
Dr. Charles Stafford, 
who was president 
of Iowa Wesleyan 
University. Their 
son Clarence was a 
Wesleyan collegian; 
12-year-old son 
Ralph was a student 
in Wesleyan’s 
preparatory academy. 
They also had a 
4-year-old son, 
Reuben. The 
Staffords’ daughter 
Eva May died 10  
years prior at age 4. 

Mary or Mame (as  
she was informally 
called) was not 
mentioned in  
Chapter A minutes 
in 1893 so it seems 
she was not actively 
involved in the 
Sisterhood at  
that time. 

Ella Stewart (age 45) 
returned to Mount 
Pleasant two years 
earlier to care for 
her ailing mother 
and was listed as a 
teacher in the 1893 
city directory. With 
chapter officer 
elections every six 
months, Ella served  
as both president  
and chaplain of 
Chapter A in 1893. 
Ella was in chronic, 
declining poor health 
and passed away  
the following year.

Franc Roads Elliott 
(age 41) lived in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, 
with her husband 
Simon. There Simon 
was a merchant; their 
china/queensware 
store suffered 
financial difficulties  
in the Panic of  
1892-93, so Franc, 
who had been 
teaching in the 
art department 
at the University 
of Nebraska, took 
the position of 
art supervisor in 
Freeport, Illinois, 
public schools. Son 
Charles was 20 and 
daughter Stella was 
16. Chapter K was 
organized in Lincoln  
in 1893, but Franc  
was not available  
to participate.

Suela Pearson 
Penfield (age 42)  
and her family were 
living in Cleveland, 
Ohio. Their household 
included her mother, 
Eleanor, who 
had joined them 
permanently when 
widowed in 1886; 
daughter Marie  
Rose, age 18 and 
16-year-old son  
Frank. In the early 
1890s Suela and  
Frank Penfield’s 
marriage was 
troubled; it would  
later end in divorce. 
Suela did not 
participate in 
organizational P.E.O.

M FA E S

SPECIAL|feature

See page 9 in this issue of  
The Record to learn how you  
can participate in the Sisterhood’s 
Sesquicentennial Celebration! 
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Organized April 30, 2011, 
Chapter CR, Wake Forest, 
North Carolina, took the 
words “consider thoughtfully 

the full import of P.E.O.” to heart 
right away. Referring to themselves 
as “Chapter Radiant,” the sisters of 
Chapter CR committed themselves 
to membership growth and project 
support through their fundraising 
efforts and the sponsorship of project 
recipients. Since its organization, 
Chapter CR has increased its 
membership from 15 to 28 sisters,  
has contributed to all P.E.O. projects 
and nominated STAR Scholarship 
candidates annually and has sponsored 
several ELF and PCE recipients.

One of Chapter CR’s more ambitious 
goals was to become a “Partner in 
Peace” chapter through its donations 
to the P.E.O. International Peace 
Scholarship (IPS) and/or a Laureate 
Chapter through its donations to the 
P.E.O. Scholar Award (PSA) program, 
each of which requires a minimum 
chapter donation of $500 per year.  
In order to accomplish this, Chapter  
CR donates to both projects annually 
but makes the larger $500 donation  
to only one of these projects in 
alternating years. 

In 2015, Chapter CR learned it had 
been assigned its first Partner in Peace 
student, Huong “Genie” Nguyen from 
Vietnam, who was an MBA candidate 
at the R.A. Mason School of Business 
Administration, The College of William 
and Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia. 
Upon completion of her MBA program, 
Genie’s goal was to return to Vietnam 
to develop programs for unskilled 
women moving from rural to urban 
areas in Vietnam to help them build 
confidence and self-esteem so that 
they can secure educational or training 
opportunities which will improve the 
quality of their lives. 

Chapter CR immediately began 
discussing how they might support 
Genie. One of the chapter’s sisters, 
Nancy Loncto, is the retired Associate 
Director of the Southeast Asia Program 
(SEAP) at Cornell University which 
was founded in 1950 to “promote 

the acquisition and dissemination of 
knowledge about countries, cultures 
and languages of the region.” Nancy’s 
professional involvement with the  
SEAP program at Cornell provided  
her with an “acute awareness of  
how difficult it is to find funding as  
a foreign student in order to matriculate 
at a U.S. institution.” Learning about 
P.E.O.’s educational opportunities for 
women, including international women, 
is what drew Nancy to P.E.O. In fact, 
Nancy has led Chapter CR’s efforts 
to “radiate all light possible” in their 
support for Genie.

Connecting with Genie
The chapter’s first initiative to connect 
with Genie was to collect small gifts 
and inspirational notes for her from the 
chapter’s sisters as a way to express 
their loving concern and support. 
Nancy wrapped each item and mailed

them to Genie with instructions to open 
one gift each day up until Thanksgiving 
so she would know that Chapter CR 
sisters were thinking of her. On the 
Monday after Thanksgiving, Nancy  
and her BIL Steve stopped to meet 
Genie for lunch in Williamsburg, 
Virginia, on their way home from 
visiting family in Maryland.  

At the chapter’s holiday luncheon 
that December, Nancy shared details 
of her lunch meeting with Genie. With 
much enthusiasm, it was suggested 
the chapter consider bringing Genie to 
Raleigh for a visit so the entire chapter 
would have an opportunity to meet her. 

North Carolina Chapter

 “Radiates All Light Possible”
		      to Connect with Partner in Peace Student

by Elizabeth Cooper and Nancy Loncto, CR, Wake Forest, North Carolina

1

3

4

2

SPECIAL|feature
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As Chapter CR sisters planned 
for Genie to visit in the spring, they 
identified three distinct goals as the 
major components of Genie’s visit: 

•  �Provide an opportunity for  
Chapter CR to experience the 
rewards of sponsoring an IPS  
Partner in Peace recipient. 

•  �Provide Genie with an opportunity  
to meet with Raleigh area agency 
and community representatives in  
the non-profit sector in order to  
learn more about the specifics of 
programs providing services to 
underprivileged, undereducated  
and vulnerable women. 

•  �Provide Genie with an opportunity  
to experience the cultural side of  
the city of Raleigh through its 
restaurants, museums, gardens  
and historic areas.

Genie’s Visit to Raleigh
On a Sunday afternoon in March,  
Genie took a train to Raleigh. Nancy 
and Steve took her out for dinner at 
one of Raleigh’s premier barbecue 
restaurants as her first exposure 
to Raleigh’s southern cuisine and 
hospitality. During her visit, Genie 
stayed in the homes of Chapter CR 
sisters and was accompanied by 
chapter members to all appointments, 
cultural events and hospitality dinners. 

Chapter CR coordinated “hospitality 
dinners” for Genie’s week-long visit. 
Duties were split so one sister provided 
her home for the dinner while meals 
were provided by other chapter  
sisters. Chapter CR members were 
encouraged to attend any of the 
dinners over the four nights,  
providing ample opportunity for  
all sisters to meet Genie and enjoy  
a personal connection with her. 

In order to provide Genie with  
an opportunity to learn about the  
inner workings, business operations 
and cultural context of non-profit 
agencies in the U.S., interviews were 
scheduled each day with executives 
and representatives from various 
Raleigh area non-profit agencies. 

Genie’s was struck by the 
compassion shared by all the  
agencies for the clients they serve  
and said, “I hope that one day,  
with my education, I can make  
(an) impact and pay it forward  
to people in need.”

In addition, Genie had the 
opportunity to view exhibits at the 
North Carolina Museum of History, 
Raleigh, and the Museum of Life  
and Science, Durham, as part of her 
cultural immersion. Between morning 
and afternoon interviews, Genie 
was treated to lunch daily at area 
restaurants representing southern 
cuisine and farm-to-table dining. 

After her visit to Raleigh, Genie 
reflected, “I am thankful for 
the hospitality of Chapter CR 
for their caring and interest 
about my life, my family, my 
life in the U.S., my studies, my 
searching for an internship. 
The trip to Raleigh gave me a 
personal touch and understand 
more what P.E.O. wants to do. 
I could feel the support and 
empowerment from all the P.E.O. 
sisters that I met during the trip.” 

For the sisters of Chapter CR, the 
privilege of hosting Genie as their  
first Partner in Peace recipient was  
its own very special reward. 

A Lasting Connection
Chapter CR sisters continue to keep 
in touch with Genie. She wrote them 
from Vietnam recently with an update 
on what she’d been working on since 
her graduation from William and Mary. 
After graduation, Genie was able to 
gain some practical working experience 
in the U.S. before returning to Vietnam. 
Genie wrote, “I joined the team at East-
West Center, a non-profit organization 
that promotes better relations and 
understanding among United States 
and Asia Pacific region. I helped to 
design and facilitate training in some 
of the leadership and also business 
skills. The experience gave me the 
opportunity to practice my leadership 
skill as well as sharing the knowledge 
I learnt and experience from my past 
work and training. 

“Upon finishing this assignment,  
I joined to work in the human resource 
team at Room to Read, a non-profit 
organization that supports girl’s 
education and literacy. I assisted the 
team in reviewing the training guides 
and some recruitment tasks. It was 
only a short-term project but provided 
me an overall understanding about 
human resources…and working for 
an organization with a mission to 
empower girl’s education really  
aligns with my interest. 

“I’m having conversation with  
some organizations to explore the  
next career opportunities. With the 
education and experience gained in  
the U.S., I am confident that I will  
find the right opportunity to continue 
build my career. And I am always 
grateful for the support from P.E.O  
and especially the connection that I 
have with…everyone at Chapter CR.” 

1   Huong “Genie” Nguyen from Vietnam, Chapter CR’s first IPS Partner in Peace.

2
  �
Chapter CR’s “Hospitality Dinner” for visiting IPS Partner in Peace Genie Nguyen at the home of Elizabeth Smith.  
Seated left to right are: Pam Aukland, Genie Nguyen, Jackie Revill, Dee Mason, Elizabeth Smith, Deb Sinay.

3
  
Nancy Loncto and her BIL Steve with Chapter CR’s IPS Partner in Peace, Genie Nguyen.

4
 � �
Quilt made as a gift for Genie by Chapter CR sister Janice Thurston. From the left: Debbie Kotecki, Pam Aukland,  
Genie Nguyen, Janice Thurston, Deb Sinay.

SPECIAL|feature



P.E.O.  
Madeleine  
Sabo  
Overcomes 
Blindness  
to Pursue  
Artistic  
Passions
by Janie Smith, White Oaks, New Mexico
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Madeleine Sabo, AR, Ruidoso, New Mexico, is a  
prize-winning artist who has had her work published 
in numerous magazines. Winning awards and being 

published, however, is not what distinguishes Madeleine. 
In 2008 she contracted a bacterial infection, MRSA, which 
is resistant to antibiotics. Weak and disoriented she was 
admitted to the hospital. Stymied at Madeleine’s condition, 
the medical staff saved her life, but the blood staph infection 
caused her retinas to detach. Madeleine went into the hospital 
with sight and came out of it nearly totally blind.

In Tennyson’s poem Ulysses,  
Ulysses says of himself

“Made weak by time and fate,  
but strong in will

To strive, to seek, to find,  
and not to yield”

These words could be applied to 
Madeleine. The loss of vision for an  
artist is devastating. It is as traumatic 
as death. Madeleine went though the 
stages of grief, as she says, she had 
“pity parties” until she came to terms 
with her condition. The New Mexico 
Federation for the Blind helped her 
through this difficult time. A counselor 
came to Madeleine’s home and taught 
her how to operate appliances with the 
aid of “sticky bumps” on the controls, 
helping to bring some normalcy to her 
life. Madeleine gained confidence that 
she could navigate around her own 
home. Her husband Steve provided 
strength, hope and humor. On a trip 
to Texas he came home with a Rosie 
the Riveter t-shirt as a gift. Madeleine 
couldn’t see it, but she got the 
message—she can do it! 

During this time Madeleine sought 
out local support groups for the blind. 
There were none, so she started 
one. Eventually 11 people joined the 
group. Since all 11 members needed 
a driver, there were usually over 20 
people at the gatherings. The feeling of 
isolation and loneliness was dissipating, 
but Madeleine did not want to be 
unproductive. She missed her art. 

Thus it came to pass that Madeleine 
again became an active artist. She could 
not paint her former detailed portraits 
in acrylics but her spatial sense enabled 
her to make colorful landscapes. She 
started working in clay with a stunning 
result being her colorful and intricate 
leaf bowls. That a person with only very 
slight vision in one eye could create such 
a work of art is a testament not only to 
Madeleine’s skill as an artist, but to her 
inner drive to overcome the challenge  
of her blindness. 

Madeleine also began to work on 
the lathe again. One of her latest 
wood vases won Best in Professional 
Category at the Woman’s Club Regional 
Convention in Ruidoso, New Mexico; 
that vase later sold for a substantial 
amount at the Christmas Jubilee  
Show at Ruidoso’s Convention Center.

Madeleine has been inspired by the 
spirit of P.E.O. and the support of her 
sisters has encouraged her to strive 
for excellence not only in art, but also 
in life. To this end, she refuses to be 
idle. This year she has walked 190 
miles. She has a computer which has 
a Windows Eyes program operated by 
keystrokes. When the keystrokes open 
an attachment, the computer gives an 
audio translation. Madeleine admits that 
memorizing those keystrokes is a pain, 
but with her usual determination she 
has mastered them. It appears that there 
are no challenges that are too daunting. 
Madeleine has not only overcome the 
challenge of her blindness, but she has 
conquered it.
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Carole Splater would like a nickel—no, she’d rather have a yard of fabric—every  
time someone claims that “people don’t sew anymore.” For the past 17 years, Carole 
has been ripping apart that myth by giving thousands of yards of fabric to people who  
not only sew, but also generously donate their handwork to thousands of people in need.

“I’m addicted to fabrics,” laughs 
Carole, past president and 39-year 
charter member of Chapter LB, Ballwin, 
Missouri. “I’ve got stashes of fabric  
five feet high in my basement. There’s 
a 12-step program for people like me, 
but I’m not interested.”

Neither are the core volunteers  
who drive to Carole’s house every 
Thursday to work a four-hour shift in 
her basement: sorting, folding, packing 
and labeling. At day’s end, between  
40 and 50 bags are filled with fabric 
and prepared for Friday pick up 
(or delivery by a volunteer driver). 
Recipients know that the fabric is a 
gift from Charity Sharity, the ministry 
that Carole founded when she and her 
fabric-loving friends decided to share 
their surplus fabrics with charities in  
the Saint Louis area.

“We don’t collect scraps,” explained 
charter volunteer Sandy Butler, who is 
the current president of Chapter LB. 
“We need good, clean fabric that’s at 
least a yard in length.” Sandy, who’s 
been sewing since she made her 
first doll clothes at age seven, met 
Carole when they were freshman at 
Missouri Southeast State College in 
Cape Giardeau. “Carole and I worked 
in every theater production until we 
graduated. She designed the costumes 
and I sewed them. A few years ago 
Carole introduced me to P.E.O. Now 
we’re sisters.” 

Charities Benefit from  
Carole’s Fabric Ministry 
In 2001, Charity Sharity gave fabric  
to 35 local charities. Three years later, 
after the women were featured in an 
article in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch,  
the public donated an avalanche of 
fabric. Today, about 200 groups—
schools, prisons, churches, scout  
troops, hospitals, nursing homes, 
sewing guilds, retirement homes, 
military organizations, foster care 
centers and others—are the grateful 
recipients of the fabric, or the items 
made from the fabric.

DenimQuilts, a fellowship of 
Saint Louis quilters, has custom-
made and donated 1,250 quilts 

to children whose lives hold 
unimaginable challenges.  

Founder Sally Safranski, ID, 
Webster Groves, Missouri, says,  

“I’d estimate that 70 percent  
of our quilts have some fabric  
from Charity Sharity. That’s 

between 3,000 and 3,500 yards  
of flannel, denim and twill, as  
well as hundreds of pairs of  
jeans donated as a result of 

Carole’s public speaking.” 

In her job as the full-time volunteer 
coordinator for Epworth Children 
and Family Services, a private charity 
that served 15,000 people last year, 
Margaret Mahan, LU, Manchester, 
Missouri, has observed the indignities 
of homeless persons. “We have 
residential care on our campus. Some 
children arrive with all their possessions 
in a black plastic trash bag. They think 
their possessions are trash and they 
feel like trash. I know Carole through 
church and P.E.O., and one day asked 
her if Charity Sharity could provide 
some nice fabric drawstring bags for 
our residents. She said yes immediately. 
It’s a joy for me to connect people with 
services they need.”

For many years, Charity Sharity  
has provided large quantities of fabric 
to organizations that use it in the 
service of others. Two such groups  
are the Church of Saint Michael and 
Saint George and the Saint Louis 
Veterans Home.

Alison Wiedel is one of several 
women who are active in the Church 
Service League at Saint Michael and 
Saint George. This past summer she 
used Charity Sharity fabrics to make 
47 sundresses. “Several of us made 
dresses for our mission team to deliver 
to Nicaragua,” she said. “I don’t know 
what we’d do without Charity Sharity.  
It would be quite an expense to 
purchase the fabric we need.”

P.E.O. Carole Splater Improves  
the Lives of Thousands With  
Her Fabric Ministry

by Aneeta Brown, LV, Washington, Missouri
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The Saint Louis Veterans Home is 
indebted, in a bittersweet way, to both 
the local chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution (DAR) and 
Charity Sharity. Volunteer seamstresses 
at the DAR make shrouds for deceased 
veterans and deliver them on a regular 
basis to the home. Ruby Bledsoe,  
a volunteer at the home, says, “The 
shrouds are very nice and later given  
to the families.”

“Carole’s consistency in donating 
items to us is very valuable to us,” 
commented Gloria Link, Restorative 
Justice Case Manager at Missouri 
Eastern Correctional Center west of 
Saint Louis. “The fabric she sends  
us has been made into dog beds  
for the Puppies for Parole project,  
and teddy bears for police to give  
to children following an accident  
or police intervention.”

Lisa Ross, the nursing director at 
Manor Grove short-term and long-term 
residence, calls Carole “very intuitive.” 
Lisa asked Carole if wheelchair bags 
could be made for the residents’ 
personal bath items. Carole emailed 
her network of 300 individuals/groups 
who sew and made the request. 
Within two weeks, 200 bags were 
completed. Later, when Lisa wondered 
if Charity Sharity could produce “fidget 
lap blankets” with buttons, keys and 
baubles for residents with severe 
dementia, Carole emailed another 
request, accompanied by her own 
simple pattern and instructions. Manor 
Grove was delighted with the results.

Charity Sharity’s contributions to the 
Saint Louis area and beyond are so vast 
that even the core volunteers cannot 
agree on the group’s single greatest 
highlight. Was it the year they received  
 

11 tons of fabric from one elderly 
donor? Was it the Missouri women’s 
prison that made sleeping bags for 
homeless teens on the street when no 
other sewing group wanted the task? 
Was it supplying enough fabric to 
Patriot Packages in nearby Warrenton 
so 31,000 drawstring bags could be 
made for soldiers?

Rose King, an original volunteer who 
worked for Saint Louis Public Schools 
for 10 years primarily as an instructional 
specialist, was initiated into Chapter 
LB three years ago as a result of her 
friendship with Carole and Sandy. 
“Through P.E.O.” Rose said, “I have 
learned a whole new history lesson in 
the power of women when they work 
together for a common goal.” Rose 
describes Carole as kind, generous, 
patient and someone who has a 
profound influence on all volunteers  
to do their personal best to help others.

Carole Splater, LB, Ballwin, Missouri
Carole Splater was initiated into Chapter LB in 1978, on the day of the chapter’s organization; the 
president for the initiation ceremony was Wilma Leonard Turner, who later served as President of 
International Chapter. Carole has bachelor and master’s degrees in speech. In addition to serving 
twice as chapter president, Carole was a delegate to Missouri State Convention at least six times, 
has found several candidates who received P.E.O. Program for Continuing Education grants, 
served as Chairman of Ushers at International Convention in Saint Louis in 2011 and has been 
active on a multitude of chapter committees. Her daughter Laurie Underwood is also a member 
of Chapter LB. Carole’s BIL Gary has fully supported Charity Sharity by giving up his basement and 
being a cheerful ambassador for his wife’s deep commitment to both P.E.O. and Charity Sharity.

Last year Carole gave a program 
to three P.E.O. chapters in nearby 
Washington, Missouri. Afterwards, 
Joette Reidy of Chapter CD asked if 
Charity Sharity could provide some 
dresses and eyeglasses cases for the 
Washington Overseas Mission, which 
improves the health and quality of life 
for residents of Honduras.

Carole Splater (right) and her  

daughter Laurie Underwood both 

attended the 2015 Convention of 

International Chapter in Indianapolis

Sandy Butler, Rose King, and 
Carole Splater, all members of 
Chapter LB, Ballwin, Missouri, 
show an audience a few items 
made from Charity Sharity 
fabrics. Carole publicizes Charity 
Sharity by arranging programs  
for the public, and has spoken  
to many P.E.O. chapters. 

P.E.O. Carole Splater Improves  
the Lives of Thousands With  
Her Fabric Ministry
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So, how can you as a chapter member help lead membership forward? 
 � �Remember our history of reaching out and including others. Look back at our beginnings and our Founders’ 
desire to invite new members.

 � �Use Franc’s list (https://members.peointernational.org/identifyingprospectivemembers) to identify 
friends and family you might introduce to P.E.O.

 � ��Invite potential members to a social or activity to meet chapter members. 

 � �Tell prospective members about all P.E.O. does for women’s education.

 � �Sponsor women for membership, provide counseling and initiate a new sister. 

 � �Volunteer to be on your chapter’s membership committee.

 � �Help your chapter develop a campaign to contact your non-participating members to encourage  
them to come to a meeting or social. 

 � �Reach out to the unaffiliated sisters who live in your area who are looking for a new home in  
P.E.O. It could be your chapter who transfers in that P.E.O. sister who will become a much  
loved and involved member. 

 � �Step up to a leadership position in your chapter. Maybe it’s your turn to be an officer.

 � �Visit the red toolbox in the Membership tab on the International website at  
https://members.peointernational.org/lcmembership. There are many  
useful resources to help you and your chapter.

 � �Contact your state, province or district membership committee for the  
tools you need to accomplish your membership goals: remember to  
Lead Forward in Membership!

 � �Be the spark in your chapter to encourage sisterly love and share  
that love through membership growth.

MEMBERSHIP

In early 1869, Franc Roads and Hattie Briggs sat on the wooden stile on the campus of Iowa Wesleyan  

in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, discussing campus organizational life. Turning to each other, Hattie exclaimed  

“Let us start a society of our own.” The idea of P.E.O. was born and the two friends went to find the others. Soon  

an oath and brief constitution were written, and the plans were made in the music room at Iowa Wesleyan that  

set our organization in motion.

By the end of 1869, at least 16 young women had been initiated, bringing the total membership to at least 23 

within one year of that historical meeting. Seeing membership grow for the first 100 years to more than 169,000 

members (169,290 active; 195,578 total initiated) with 4,277 chapters in the United States and Canada at the  

end of 1969, we know that growth can happen again. As we approach our Sesquicentennial Celebration in 2019  

we look forward to embracing the goal established by International of having 250,000 active members. The 

decline in our active membership in the last 12 years is about to make a U-turn. If every local chapter 

commits to and accomplishes a net gain in membership each quarter of this year, we will see the line  

on the graph of active members make a dramatic turn.

ARE YOU READY TO LEAD  
MEMBERSHIP FORWARD? 
by Rita Briggs and Kathleen Feldman, Membership Committee



This article is the first in a series of four based on member suggestions 
contributed during the P.E.O. for the Next Generations workshop at the 
2017 Convention of International Chapter.
There has been a lot of talk lately about the need to initiate 
younger women into P.E.O., mainly because the future of  
our Sisterhood depends upon our ability to attract new 
members as well as retain them. But what does the term 
“younger” mean exactly? Is it 18, the year in which  
a woman can become a sister? Are you still young at  
age 40? What about sisters who have recently retired? 

During my tenure as Coordinator of Membership 
Development, I have heard “younger” defined as that  
woman who is five to 10 years younger than yourself.  
That’s not a bad measuring stick, considering the 
inexhaustible spirit of some of the volunteers I work with  
on a daily basis. As they say, it’s not the size of the dog  
in the fight, it’s the size of the fight in the dog. The same  
can be said for the amount of vitality in a P.E.O. sister!

If our Founders were young collegiates today, they  
would be considered part of the millennial generation. 
Today’s millennials were born between 1981-2000, have 
never known a world without computers and are often 
described as open-minded, confident, upbeat and  
receptive to new ideas. When I think of our Founders,  
I imagine others would describe them in much the same 
way. They were forward-thinking, confident young women 
who wanted to remain friends forever and boldly took the 
steps necessary to create a new organization, one that still 
flourishes nearly 150 years later.

When International Chapter asked a group of younger 
members (age 40 and younger) whether P.E.O. is relevant  
to today’s young woman as part of a bulletin board focus 
group in spring 2015, their overwhelming response was 
“yes.” The results of a subsequent Washington State Chapter 
young member survey supported our initial research. 

So, with the understanding that every member is 
valued regardless of her age, what can our chapters do 
to secure our Sisterhood’s legacy? During the P.E.O. for 
the Next Generations workshop at the 2017 Convention 

of International Chapter, we asked the more than 1,000 
members in attendance to write suggestions for finding 
younger members and encouraging more members to stay 
active on a sticky note, which they left on a display board  
as they exited the presentation. As I sorted these sticky  
note suggestions into categories, it struck me that many  
of these ideas apply to chapter life and sisters of all ages: 

• �Communicate effectively. The more we know and 
understand what is happening in our chapter, the more  
we feel like part of the group.

• �Facilitate attendance. It isn’t always easy to get to 
meetings. Work, school and family obligations—or  
health and mobility issues—can prevent even the most 
passionate member from attending on a regular basis.

• �Encourage chapter participation. All of us contribute to 
the Sisterhood according to our own unique talents and 
abilities. How boring the tapestry would be if all the fibers 
were the same! Schedule relevant programs. Members are 
more apt to stay—or make the effort to attend a meeting—
if programs are brief, interesting and relevant.

• �Plan fun socials. Chapters with the most vitality are those 
whose members spend time together outside of meetings 
in activities appealing to members of all ages.

Topics for the remaining three articles will include  
1) Ways to communicate effectively with younger 
members, 2) Ideas for making meetings more effective 
and 3) Suggestions for talking about P.E.O. in your 
community. To keep the conversation going in your  
chapter, have some frank conversations with your sisters.  
If young is a relative term, how is it defined in your chapter? 
What steps are you taking now to ensure your chapter will 
be viable for the next generation?

P.E.O. for the Next Generation: 

Young is a Relative Term
							           by Debbie Clason, Coordinator of Membership Development
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Tips for Writing Emails  
 that Pack a Positive Punch

by Marylou Ruud, P.E.O. Leadership Development Initiative

Consider some of the many communication options available today: Facebook, Instagram, Linkedin, Twitter, Pinterest, 
Snapchat. What would our Founders think? They wrote letters. For official P.E.O. communication today, a form of letter 
writing—email—remains the standard. 

Imagine the number of emails that flow daily through our organization. When communicating with sisters, you want to 
maximize the impact of your messages as well as minimize the risk of your message being misinterpreted. Use the tips 
below to help you compose excellent emails that increase your productivity and build stronger relationships.

1   Create a productive subject line. 
	 • �The intent of the subject line is to catch the reader’s  

eye and to specify exactly the contents of the email.

	 • �Labeling all of your emails as “URGENT” or “ASAP” 
can be counterproductive. As with the little boy who 
cried “wolf,” people soon will learn to disregard you. 
If you truly need immediate action, try phoning or 
texting. Otherwise, concisely state the substance of the 
email in the subject line. Examples: “Chapter Program 
Schedule: Response Requested by 2/28/18,” or “Annual 
Report: FYI.”

2   Identify yourself and your topic at the outset. 
	 • �Unless you are the recipient’s close friend, immediately 

tell her who you are, your state or district, your chapter 
and your position. It helps the reader to know this basic 
information from the start.

	 • �State the purpose of the email up front rather than in 
the last line. Then develop your case.

	 • �Tackle one topic at a time. This prevents jumbled strings 
that can lead to missed opportunities. 

3   Be careful what you say and to whom.
	 • �An email can be like old telephone “party lines.” You 

don’t know who might be privy to what you write. If 
you don’t want the world to know, don’t say it.

	 • �Is “reply to all” necessary? Has the sender of the email 
requested it? If not, does everyone in the thread need 
know your response?  

	 • �Beware of overusing the Cc option. Copying an email 
should come only when it is necessary for person(s) 
other than the recipient to read what you are writing. 
Caution here can keep sensitive material from 
becoming public.

4   Ask questions sparingly.
	 • �Too many questions can become log jams, causing  

the reader to throw up her hands if she cannot  
answer them all quickly and sufficiently. Prioritize  
what you need to know and save other inquires for 
follow-up emails.

5   Remember that correct usage is not archaic.
	 • �Standard spelling, paragraphs, periods and grammar 

not only make your email more quickly comprehensible, 
they also indicate your professionalism. Save the 
acronyms, artistic fonts and emojis for your texts  
to pals and family. 

6   Set a positive tone.
	 • �When you cannot see the person with whom you 

are communicating, it’s easy for delivery to become 
robotic. Make an effort to infuse positivity into your 
message. Be careful not to make your emails so brief 
that the reader must guess at what you mean, or so 
long Hemmingway would have rolled his eyes. Finally, 
remember that good old P.E.O. sincerity always applies.   

Following these tips will lead to streamlined, concise, 
informative, positive and well-received emails. Good luck!

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE|LDI

L E A D E R S H I P  T I P

Place a copy of these tips next to your keyboard. Before you hit “send,” put each email  
you compose to the test of meeting these criteria, to maximize your effectiveness.  
www.peoleadership.org • Productivity: “Effective Emails Tip Sheet”
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L E A D E R S H I P  T I P

Place a copy of these tips next to your keyboard. Before you hit “send,” put each email  
you compose to the test of meeting these criteria, to maximize your effectiveness.  
www.peoleadership.org • Productivity: “Effective Emails Tip Sheet”

COTTEY COLLEGE

The Next Era of Cottey College
by Dr. Jann Weitzel, President, Cottey College

Since 1884, Cottey College has been educating women to become the 
globally aware, socially responsible leaders they have the potential to 
become. As an outstanding four-year private liberal arts and sciences 
institution, Cottey is dedicated to creating incredible futures for our 
students and the worlds they will impact. We are proud to introduce  
to you the next era of Cottey College.

Over the past year, Cottey  
has partnered with Geile/Leon, 
a marketing firm located in 
Saint Louis, to define the 

Cottey of today, our Cottey. In order for all of us, as P.E.O.s 
and BILs, to speak about our College, we must speak with 
one voice and tell one cohesive story and to do so, we must 
have a full understanding of the institution, its programs and 
its students. 

With financial assistance from the P.E.O. Foundation and 
input from students, faculty, staff, alumnae, the Cottey 
College Board of Trustees and members of the P.E.O. 
Executive Board, a new branding statement and logo,  
the first in 30 years, were developed. Many attributes  
of the College were considered:  

•  �The institution, and its constituents, are committed  
to advancing women’s education; 

•  �We are dedicated to conscientiously developing a 
curriculum and methodology that serves to expand  
our students’ growing minds and challenge them 
academically, keeping them engaged, interested  
and motivated to become lifelong learners; 

•  �We are a close-knit community with a strong  
common bond; 

•  �We are dedicated to providing a transformative  
experience for our students; and 

•  �We prepare our students for the world by bringing  
them together from across North America and the 
rest of the world, approaching academics with an 
appreciation of other cultures, and embedding a  
global perspective into the Cottey experience.

Further, Cottey is committed to infusing leadership qualities 
into our students throughout the entirety of their educational 
experience, making it the foundation and inspiration for 
everything we do. With these attributes at the center of  
our discussions, a new College tagline was developed.

Think about it! We are ALL creators of incredible futures. 
The faculty and staff work each day with our students, 
teaching them in and out of the classroom, serving as role 
models, offering advice, answering questions; in that way, 
they direct our students toward their incredible futures.

By putting students at the center of every decision, the 
Cottey College Board of Trustees ensures that students 
have the support they need to become the educated 
leaders of tomorrow.

Members of the P.E.O. Sisterhood and the BILs are creators 
of incredible futures. Through their recruitment efforts, their 
scholarships and suite endowments, and their emotional 
and financial support of individual students and suites, they 
help our students know that there are over 230,000 women 
believing in them and supporting them.

Our alumnae, donors and friends of the College are creators 
of incredible futures as they tell the Cottey story and recruit 
students to our College. Additionally, simply stated, without 
their financial assistance and their belief in our College and 
our students, many of our students would not be able to 
attend our institution. By their words and their gifts, they 
make possible an amazing educational experience.

But most importantly, our students are creating their own 
incredible futures. We cannot do that for them—we make 
opportunities available to them and by utilizing those 
opportunities, our students take the next steps toward 
creating their own incredible futures.

Thus, together, all of us are creators of incredible futures.

For more information, visit  
www.cottey.edu  
and scroll down to click on  
the Brand Identity button.

THEN NOW



INTERNATIONAL PEACE SCHOLARSHIP|IPS

Globally, literacy is a human rights issue, and one of the identifiable solutions  
to poverty, hunger, violence and conflict, child and maternal mortality, gender  
inequality, under-development, environmental pollution and degradation and disaster  
(United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization [UNESCO] 2014). 
Adeline Borti, from Ghana, is pursuing her Ph.D in curriculum 
and instruction, specializing in literacy education at the 
University of Wyoming in Laramie. Literacy education is 
the study of literacy practices and rich language from early 
childhood through adulthood. Ghana is in the midst of a 
national literacy crisis with female and rural adult illiteracy 
hovering above 55 percent. Adeline passionately believes 
that with her literacy education she will help develop future 
generations of empowered and engaged leaders, who will 
become strong change agents in Africa.

Adeline is not waiting for completion of her Ph.D and 
professorship before addressing the literacy problems 
back home in Ghana. With her passion and belief that 
literate societies have less war and conflict and are more 

sustainable, she founded Access to 
Books; a project that provides 

books to needy schools 
in Ghana. In addition, to 

broaden the reach of 
this program she also 

conducts literacy 
workshops 
during semester 
breaks for local 
school teachers 
in Ghana with the 

goal of assisting 
them in promoting 

literacy education. 

While in Laramie 
last year, Adeline was 

awarded a Doctoral 
Student Mini-Grant 

in Literacy that 
enabled her to 
ship home 21 

literacy teacher 
resource books, 
bookshelves 
and 540 
reading 
books to 
elementary 

school students in the Agotime-Wodome Salvation Army 
Basic School. Her husband, Daniel received the book 
shipment, assembled the bookshelves and made the 
donation on Adeline’s behalf. 

Adeline expresses her deep appreciation as a 2017-2018 
P.E.O. International Peace Scholarship award recipient.  
She says, 

“With the financial assistance I was able to buy a 
laptop and printer in order to make academic work 
more manageable. Worrying about how to meet 
essential needs related to my education has been 
lifted. For sure, the seed being nurtured in me will 
grow and bear good fruits and P.E.O. will forever be 
part of my life’s history.”

Promoting Peace
 T H R O U G H   L I T E R A C Y

by Jan Knuckey, International Peace Scholarship Board of Trustees
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Access to Books Project shelving and book delivery 
in Ghana by Adeline’s husband, Daniel Komla Borti.

Adeline 
Borti
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PCE Recipient 
Voy McNiel Crane 

Shares Her Joy

PROGRAM FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION |PCE

T
hree and a half months before turning 99, golden girl 
Vashti “Tish” Irvin McMichael got up in the dark of 
night to turn off her squealing oxygen concentrator, 
losing her balance and falling as she made her way 

around the bed. A trip to the hospital emergency room by 
ambulance, followed by hours of x-rays and scan, revealed 
that she had three fractures, all inoperable, requiring a 
month-long stay in a rehab hospital.

Tish, initiated into Chapter M, El Paso, Texas, in 1955, was 
cared for by many competent nurses, techs and therapists 
over the course of her stay, but tech Voy McNiel Crane  
was especially outstanding. Through conversations with  

Tish and her daughters Elaine Darnell and Dianne Doan,  
also P.E.O.s, all members of Chapter O, Moriarty, New 
Mexico, Voy shared that she had plans to go back to 
school to become a registered nurse. Always looking for 
opportunities to help women further their education,  
Tish, Dianne and Elaine worked with their Chapter O  
sisters to successfully sponsor Voy for a P.E.O. Program  
for Continuing Education (PCE) grant. 

Voy is on target to receive her associate’s degree and 
become an RN by April 2019. She is naturally drawn to 
being a caregiver because she grew up around livestock—
chickens, goats, cows and horses. She also helped care for 
her great-grandmother. Her mother calls her “Nanny Goat,” 
because she is always taking care of animals and others. 
Her own challenge with epilepsy added to her fascination 
with the human body and brain and the importance of the 
medical field. She doesn’t let her illness slow her down—
quite literally! She is extremely competitive in her favorite 
sport. By the time she was 16 years old, Voy had won 40 belt 
buckles in team roping, a typically male-dominated sport.

The members of Chapter O fell in love with Voy when 
they met her and committed to support her young family 
in emotional and financial ways. She had an amazing 
joy to share with them. Voy and her husband Ryan were 
expecting a baby boy. Having survived very serious cancer, 

her pregnancy was truly a miracle. When asked how she is 
balancing being a new mother with her studies, she laughs, 
“It’s about master juggling. There is no balancing and no 
scheduling. All schedules revolve around the baby for now.” 
She sees him as the greatest blessing from God. “I hope  
that one day Stratton will love team roping like I do.”

Having just celebrated her 100th birthday on January 16, 
2018, Tish says, “P.E.O. has been a great influence in my  
life. I am most grateful to have had over 60 years in this 
wonderful organization.” Two of Tish’s granddaughters  
have been helped through the P.E.O. Educational Loan  
Fund, and her great-granddaughter Shea Sizemore was  

one of the first recipients of a STAR Scholarship. Tish and 
her daughters were all educators themselves, and realize 
that education is crucial in opening doors for all women. 

Voy was a godsend to Tish and has brought joy to Chapter 
O. She appreciates how P.E.O.s through the PCE grant are 
helping her, and she will bring joy into the lives of many 
others whose paths she will cross. 

Through conversations with Tish and her daughters Elaine Darnell and Dianne Doan,  
also P.E.O.s, all members of Chapter O, Moriarty, New Mexico, Voy shared that she  

had plans to go back to school to become a registered nurse. 

Above: Voy McNiel Crane  
receives her PCE grant check  

from Tish McMichael 

Right: PCE grant recipient  
Voy McNiel with her husband  

Ryan and son Stratton

by Dianne Doan, O, Moriarty, New Mexico and Betsy Dietz,  
P.E.O. Program for Continuing Education Board of Trustees

P.E.O. Golden Girl 

Tish (seated) 

with P.E.O. Elaine 

I. Darnell, PCE 

recipient Voy 

McNiel Crane 

and P.E.O.  

Dianne I. Doan



P.E.O. SCHOLAR AWARDS|PSA

Women helping women reach for the starsTHE P.E.O. RECORD | May–June 201826        

Amazing! Brilliant! Accomplished! Clearly these are the words  
that come to mind for women who have been named as P.E.O. Scholars. 
Applications need to provide proof that the nominee possesses these  
qualities. The candidates themselves provide evidence of their qualifications. 
Professors and other scholarly connections who know the candidate well write 
letters with supportive details. But none of this information matters until a local 
chapter submits the initial nomination, making the letter of recommendation for  
their candidate a very important document.

As the person charged with writing your chapter’s letter, you might naturally  
feel some anxiety about providing the best possible information. Of course, you  
want your candidate to be one of the lucky recipients of a Scholar Award. This  
money can be life changing. On a personal level it can ensure a woman’s dream of 
achievement at a doctoral level—the ultimate degree in education. Beyond the individual 
it can allow the candidate to do significant research that can affect people world-wide far 
into the future. So, speaking for your chapter, you want the letter you submit to be just right. 
That can be a bit scary!

To make your job a bit less intimidating, the Scholar Awards Trustees would like to offer a few  
tips for making your letter effective. Consider the following ideas:

�Be natural rather than scholarly. You are not writing to talk about your direct knowledge 
of the applicant’s research. That can be better done by the applicant herself and her 
university representatives. Instead, your role is to tell the trustees why your chapter has 
chosen to submit this woman’s name. Does someone in the chapter (or all of you) know 
her personally? How long have you known her? In what capacity did you first meet her? 

Talk about your personal connection with the applicant and what makes you 
feel good about her. If the applicant is someone that a university official has 
recommended to you, you still have made a personal connection. You have inter-
viewed her, in person or through technology, so you have had a chance to form  
an opinion about her. It was a positive one, or you would not be submitting her  
name. What strikes you as promising about the impact her research can have? 

Use your letter to provide information that is not found in any other 
application document. As you reflect on your candidate, avoid listing facts  
that impressed you if they will be included elsewhere. For example, the titles  
of all her publications or presentations (although impressive) will be listed  
by the applicant herself, as will her grade point average and academic  
awards. So, your letter should focus on other things. Has this woman  
shared her research with your chapter in a program? Has she talked  
about her goals in research, what she hopes to do? Talk about what  
excites you about what she has told you. What is significant about  
how her work can affect our world in the future? Make your letter  
as personal as possible. Reveal the woman behind her achievements.

Be concise. Your letter does not have to be lengthy. By leaving out 
information that will be elsewhere in the application, you should be  
able to more briefly talk about why you and your chapter sisters  
support this candidate. Introduce her as a real person. 

Following these suggestions should help your letter come alive— 
a clear picture of a very special woman. 

1

2

3

4

4 Helpful Hints: How to Write a 
Compelling Scholar Awards 
Recommendation Letter
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STAR SCHOLARSHIP|STAR

It’s spring! Have you had your ears to the ground listening for stories about exceptional young women and/
or visiting with the high school counselors about a likely STAR candidate yet? It’s time! As you continue the 
process, consider:

•  �The pre-selection interview allows a 
chapter to get to know the potential 
applicant. Go beyond achievements 
and dive to the heart beating 
beneath. What are her passions? 
Who or what inspires her? What  
sets her apart?

•  �Post-selection mentoring of the 
student as she completes the 
application is not only permitted,  
it is encouraged. 

•  �Stay in touch during the period 
from application to awards. Offer 
encouragement.

•  �Consolation (non-monetary) if 
she is not an awardee—just being 
sponsored is a significant honor. 

•  �Celebrate if she is awarded, including 
proper press release/media protocol. 
The Media Kit to guide your story 
is found on the P.E.O. International 
website peointernational.org. 

•  �Stay in touch as she heads to  
college and throughout her  
college career.

•  �Supply P.E.O. with updates as  
she progresses by contacting  
the P.E.O. STAR Supervisor at  
star@peodsm.org. 

•  �If your applicant exhibits the  
qualities we in P.E.O. hold dear,  
invite her to become a member. 

Chapters throughout the U.S. and 
Canada enjoy relationships with  
their STARs. 

Cleashae D. Crowder is a second-year 
student at Eastern Michigan University 
and was recommended in 2016 by 
Chapter AB, Battle Creek, Michigan. 
Cleashae refers to Chapter AB as 
family. Cleashae states, “P.E.O. keeps 
coming back and I am proud to say that 
I know each member of that chapter 
personally because they took the time 
and initiative to meet me.” Chapter 
AB set aside time at their meetings 
for Cleashae, sent cards and care 
packages and are overjoyed when  
they receive her updates. 

This support has made a resounding 
impression on this STAR Scholar. 
“Before P.E.O., I didn’t understand 
how much power I held as a woman,” 
explains Cleashae. “I didn’t know that 
my goals and dreams and life held 
importance for anyone but myself. 
These ladies showed me that if my 
success can inspire their chapter, it 
can just as easily change the world.” 
View Cleashae’s inspiring speech  
at the 2017 Convention of Michigan  
State Chapter on the Michigan P.E.O. 
website at www.peomichigan.org. 

Another STAR recipient teaches us 
that we can all support our STARs. 
Morgan Brown is a STAR Scholar at 
Cottey College and is also a P.E.O. 
sister. Morgan is a third-year student 
and works as a research assistant on 
campus. An active member of Chapter 
BQ, Winter Park, Florida, Morgan’s 
chapter, including four family members, 
has offered strong support through 
notes, cards, care packages and warm 
welcomes when she returns home. 

Yet, there is more to Morgan’s story. 
As a Cottey student, Morgan reports, 
“What I’ve noticed in my three years 
at Cottey is that it’s not just the 
support of one chapter that makes the 
relationship between Cottey students 
and P.E.O.s so special — it’s P.E.O. in 
its entirety, through many different 

avenues,  
that offers us the  
love and support we need.” 

Morgan and her classmates deeply 
appreciate talking to P.E.O. campus 
visitors, cards and care packages. 
A token of love in the form of 
encouragement for these emerging 
leaders is support for P.E.O.

Our youth are our most precious 
resource. The benefits we derive by 
nurturing our P.E.O. STAR Scholarship 
applicants are resounding. It is 
said that we remember not what a 
person says or does, but how that 
person (or chapter) makes us feel. 
By nurturing our amazing STARs with 
loving care and consideration, we 
build a foundation upon which we 
can promote community awareness 
and membership. With Gratitude and 
Grace, let’s strive to help our STARs 
Lead Forward.

Nurturing a STAR
by Patricia Franzen, Chairman, P.E.O. STAR Scholarship Board of Trustees
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Cleashae D. Crowder thinks 

of the sisters in Chapter AB, 

Michigan, as family 

Morgan Brown surrounded  by history at the Colosseum in  
Rome on her Cottey trip to Italy 
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New Presidents of State, Provincial and District (S/P/D) 
Chapters will be installed at S/P/D conventions this spring. 
These leaders will help shape the future of our Sisterhood and  
have already dedicated years of service to P.E.O. In the next  
few issues of The Record we will meet the committed women  
who make up the class of 2018 S/P/D Chapter Presidents. 
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Elizabeth (Lisa) Sallo
Alabama

Celebrate the  
Joy of P.E.O.

Lisa Sallo’s journey with P.E.O. began 
over 30 years ago. She was initiated 
into Chapter J, Huntsville, Alabama, 
her mother’s chapter, in 1983. 
Upon her graduation from Samford 
University in Birmingham, Alabama,  
it became important to Lisa to 
become involved in an evening 
chapter, which led her to become  
a charter member of Chapter Z,  
the first evening chapter in the 
Huntsville area. 

Lisa served in every office at the 
local level, and on various state 
committees prior to her election  
to the Alabama State Board. 

She received her bachelor’s degree 
from Samford University, and worked 
for a large litigation firm prior to 
pursuing her graduate studies at the 
University of Alabama in Huntsville, 
where she earned her MBA. 

Currently Lisa is a program manager 
with KBRwyle’s Government Services 
Air and Missile Defense Group. She 
and her husband, David, are active 
members of Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Huntsville, serve on the 
technical team for contemporary 
worship and are committed to 
Compassion International’s efforts  
in freeing children from poverty. They 
enjoy all types of travel, from camping 
to cruising, home remodeling and 
entertaining friends and family.

Lisa is currently a member of Chapter 
AL, Madison, Alabama.

Tracey Ritchey
Arkansas

Think.Share.Grow. 
Tracey Ritchey is a charter member 
of Chapter DP, Blytheville, Arkansas, 
organized March 29, 2008. She 
was first initiated into Chapter N, 
Blytheville, in 2003 beginning her 
P.E.O. journey. 

Tracey has spent her working career 
at Arkansas Northeastern College 
and the last 25 years at Tenaris. 
She currently works in Community 
Relations for Tenaris managing the 
company’s education and community 
projects in the Blytheville Area 
including an after-school program, 
merit awards and technical education. 

She attended Arkansas Northeastern 
College earning an A.A. degree, 
Park University earning a B.S. in 
management and University of 
Arkansas earning a M.S. in operations 
management. 

Tracey has a daughter, Alexx Ritchey, 
son, Jacob Ritchey and daughter-in-
law, Hillary Ritchey. Alexx and Hillary 
are both members of Chapter DP, 
Blytheville. She has three rescue 
dogs—Trixie, Junie B. Jones and Lola. 

Tracey is a member of First United 
Methodist Church in Blytheville 
and serves as Lay Leader and is a 
member of the chancel choir. She 
has served on various committees. 
Tracey is active in United Methodist 
Women, currently serving as 
Northeast District President. 
She is in her second term on the 
Blytheville School District Board of 
Education. Tracey also served on the 
Greater Blytheville Area Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors. 

Tracey enjoys family, reading, travel 
and volunteering. 

Del Nyberg 
British Columbia

Women of the World: 
Learners, Leaders, 

Community
Del Nyberg calls herself an Ameri-
Canadian. She was born and raised 
in Brush, Colorado, where her 
grandma, mom, two sisters and a 
niece became P.E.O.s. Del moved 
to Canada in 1982 and has since 
become a citizen of Canada and 
carries two passports. She was 
happy to learn that P.E.O. is also in 
Canada and joined the Sisterhood 
soon after with the help of her 
sister and a neighbor who was the 
provincial president of the British 
Columbia Chapter at the time. 
Del became a P.E.O. and a charter 
member of Chapter BO, Victoria, 
British Columbia, Canada, in 2009.

Del is a speech-language pathologist 
(SLP). She attained her master’s 
degree at the University of Northern 
Colorado in Greeley, Colorado, 
and began her career as an SLP 
in Terrace, British Columbia. She 
changed careers in 1990 and worked 
as a manager with the BC Ministry  
of Health until she retired in 2011.  
She resumed her career as an SLP 
and operates a private practice out  
of her home—she loves it.

Del and her husband, Brian, are 
enjoying their part-time self-
employed life. Their two daughters 
and two granddaughters live a  
ferry-ride away in Vancouver,  
British Columbia. Del enjoys  
vigorous walking, yoga, bridge, 
bicycling, reading, skiing, gardening, 
car trips and fine-dining with friends.

GALLERYOFpresidents
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Deborah (Deb) Kerchner
Delaware

Lighting Our Way with 
Starlight: 150 years

Deborah (Deb) Kerchner was  
initiated into Chapter BZ, Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania, in 1995. She has served 
in most local chapter positions, 
as well as the state membership 
committee. As state organizer in 2016, 
Deb had the honor to participate in 
the initiation of her daughter, during 
the organization of a new Delaware 
chapter. Deb now belongs to Chapter 
L, Lewes, Delaware. 

Ron and Deb have five grown 
daughters, 14 perfect grandchildren, 
and in 2018 they became great-
grandparents! Raised with brothers, 
Deb considers her P.E.O. sisters that 
family she missed.

After growing up in northern New 
Jersey and New York, Deb attended 
Grahm Junior College in Boston and 
Eureka College in Illinois, earning 
her degree in marketing. This very 
versatile major served her well over 
the years.

A cradle Episcopalian, Deb served 
on a diocesan board for Episcopal 
Church Women for 10 years. Now  
she enjoys parish ministries.

Deb and Ron love to travel. They  
have toured a dozen countries,  
with more on their bucket list. 

When she has a moment, Deb enjoys 
skiing, biking, yoga and walking on the 
boardwalk. Retired in the beautiful 
community of Bethany Beach, Deb 
intends to return to reading, creative 
pursuits and maybe learn to play the 
keyboard after her board service!

Julee Carucci 
Kentucky

Starry, starry night –  
150 years of PEO’s  

shining bright!
Julee Carucci was invited into P.E.O. 
by Chapter L, Louisville, Kentucky, 
in 2009. She was thrilled to be 
welcomed by this wonderful  
group of sisters who share her  
desire to help women achieve  
their educational goals.

Raised in northern California, she 
received her Bachelor of Science  
in biology at Stanford University  
and her M.B.A. at University of 
California, Berkeley. She then  
moved to New York City to pursue  
a career in banking.

Julee and her husband, Rick, love 
to travel, so when he was offered 
an opportunity to work in the 
international division of his company, 
they jumped at the chance. Following 
assignments in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida; Nicosia, Cyprus; Honolulu; 
Sydney, Australia; and Dallas, they 
settled in Louisville.

Julee also enjoys reading, playing 
tennis and volunteering in the 
community. She has served on 
numerous school committees and 
on the Kentucky state board of Court 
Appointed Special Advocates. She 
is particularly proud of her volunteer 
work (2012-present) on the Board 
of Directors at the Home of the 
Innocents, a residential facility for 
children who have been abused 
and neglected and a long-term 
convalescent center for medically 
fragile children. 

Julee and Rick have two daughters. 

Catherine Leen
Massachusetts

Star Tech:  
The Next Generation

Catherine Leen is a third generation 
P.E.O. and a second generation 
Massachusetts State Chapter 
president, as her mother, Nancy Hill, 
was president in 2010. Catherine 
was initiated by her mother into her 
chapter, M, Melrose, Massachusetts, 
in 2005 with her grandmother, 
Virginia Stooker, Chapter IL,  
Alton, Illinois, in attendance.

Catherine grew up in Rowley, 
Massachusetts. She attended  
Brown University where she received 
her B.S. in computer science and 
met her husband, Mike. Her first job 
was at ITA Software in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, and Catherine 
currently works as a software 
engineer at Google in Cambridge. 
 
Catherine and Mike live in Somerville, 
Massachusetts, with their two  
cats, Athena and Orion. Catherine 
is active in her church where she  
serves as collector and sings in  
the choir. In her spare time she  
enjoys knitting, playing board  
games and solving puzzles. 
 

GALLERYOFpresidents
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Audrey Ramirez
Mississippi

P.E.O.s Are Precious Gems
Audrey Ramirez grew up in 
Ponchatoula, Louisiana, the second 
of eight children. She earned her 
B.A. in office administration from 
Southeastern Louisiana University, 
Hammond, Louisiana, and moved 
to New Orleans to work for Shell Oil 
Company. While there she met and 
married her BIL, Lloyd. 

As they moved to various locations 
in the U.S., Audrey worked for a 
temporary agency where she used 
her organizational and clerical skills 
at various companies. They moved 
to Diamondhead, Mississippi, in 1991 
shortly before Lloyd retired. 

Audrey was asked to join P.E.O. by two 
very special friends and was initiated 
into Chapter T, Diamondhead, 
Mississippi, in 2007. She has served 
Mississippi State Chapter as historian 
and web master and served as her 
chapter’s delegate to the Convention 
of International Chapter in 2013. 

Audrey volunteers at her church  
and is director of the Ladies’ Club  
and treasurer of the Altar Society  
at Most Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church. She was president of the 
Diamondhead Women’s Club and 
served two four-year terms as 
secretary of the Diamondhead 
Boaters Association. She has also 
held office in many other local 
organizations and was awarded  
the Diamondhead Performing  
Arts Society’s Female Citizen  
of the Year in 2012. 

She enjoys cross stitching, paper 
quilling, card making, jewelry making 
and reading. Her future plans are to 
travel and play golf in each of the 
lower 48 states, take a cooking  
class and take art classes. 

Lenora Oesterreich
New Mexico

The Spirit of P.E.O. Makes 
Us Sisters of the Heart

Lenora Oesterreich began her life 
journey in Kansas City, Kansas, where 
she met Bob in high school choir. 
Married in 1964, they lived in four 
different states. 

Lenora was given the gift of P.E.O. 
by her dear friend Susan Brown. 
Two weeks after being initiated in 
1974 into Chapter BO, Broomfield, 
Colorado, she became the organizing 
treasurer for Chapter GN. Blessed 
with the gift of transfer, she belonged 
to five chapters in three states. 
She became involved at the state 
level in Nevada serving on several 
committees and co-chairing the 
2006 Nevada State Convention.

Lenora and Bob have two daughters, 
Trish and Heather, who she was 
privileged to initiate. She has three 
grandsons.

After retiring from a 35-year career  
in education, Lenora manages to  
stay involved through P.E.O., her 
church activities, theater, singing  
and crafting of all types.

Losing Bob unexpectedly after  
47 years together led Lenora to 
consider service to P.E.O. at the  
state level. Being married to a 
teacher, raising a teacher and being 
involved in education all these years, 
fills her heart with the need for and 
continuing support of the projects. 
Her favorite, the P.E.O. Program 
for Continuing Education, holds a 
special place in her heart. But more 
important is the love and support 
that all of her P.E.O. sisters have 
provided for her over the past  
44 years.

Lola Orcutt 
Northeast District

P.E.O.’s Scatter Joy
Lola Orcutt was born in southern 
Maine, and then moved to the Bangor 
area as a teenager. She came from 
a very large Acadian family. She was 
a government employee, starting 
her career in the Department of 
Agriculture and then transferring 
to the Department of Justice. She 
retired from the Federal District 
Court in 1996 and she tells everybody 
that, “she then went to work for Mr. 
Orcutt full time!” Her husband, Amos, 
was the President of the University of 
Maine Foundation and she traveled 
with him over the years until Amos 
retired in 2012. The Orcutts have five 
children, five grandchildren and one 
great-grandson.

Lola was initiated in 2005 into 
Chapter B, Bangor, Maine, and held 
many positions in the chapter. 
Because of her great computer and 
organizational skills, she publishes 
the chapter yearbook every year.  
She became the editor of the 
district’s newsletter, The FORUM, 
and worked closely with the district 
board on many of their technology 
needs before becoming a member  
of the board.

Lola is on the board of the Page  
Farm & Home Museum located  
on the University of Maine campus. 
The Orcutts are owners of Great 
Pond Mountain Farm located in 
Orland, Maine, and they harvest  
and sell wild Maine blueberries.

GALLERYOFpresidents
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Jackie Hardcastle
Ontario-Quebec

Radiate Love, Be the Light
Jackie Hardcastle was born in 
England, immigrating at the age of 
9; living most of her life in Ottawa, 
Ontario, Canada. As an adult, she 
studied early childhood education, 
taking post-secondary studies in 
resource teaching and alternative art 
therapies; at work Jackie focused on 
children with emotional and language 
issues. Jackie later studied interfaith 
ministry education for three years. 
She worked for the city of Ottawa 
for over 30 years in a variety of their 
daycares, culminating her career in 
an environmental daycare. Here she 
developed programs for children 
under the age of six, lecturing on 
environmental educational programs 
to parents and the community. 

In 2013 she published her first 
book, “Visions in Poetry, A Spiritual 
Awakening Journey,” a mixture of 
stories and spiritual messages on 
overcoming life’s obstacles using 
her own experiences as examples. 
Jackie also has had several poems 
published as a finalist in several 
international competitions. 

Jackie joined P.E.O., Chapter O, 
Ontario, in 2008 then took the  
leap to provincial board member.

Jackie has two children and five 
grandchildren. She is currently 
semi-retired, working part time 
for Algonquin College, supervising 
students on placement in their 
early childhood education studies. 
She volunteers as an officiant and 
workshop leader for Ottawa Spiritual 
Pathways Centre. In her spare time, 
she enjoys writing, animals, nature, 
theater, dance and musical shows  
as well as traveling. 

Robyn Rivers
Tennessee

The Many Blessings of 
P.E.O. Live, Love, Give

Robyn Rivers was born and raised 
in Centerville, Ohio, the middle of 
three children. After graduating from 
Georgetown College, Georgetown, 
Kentucky, Robyn moved home, 
just long enough for her mother 
to introduce her to P.E.O. She was 
initiated into Chapter DS, Dayton, 
Ohio, in 1980. Work took her to 
Indiana, Kentucky and North Carolina, 
where she met and married her 
husband Robert and began a new 
career in consumer products. 
The sister friends of Chapter AQ, 
Asheville, North Carolina, helped her 
see how P.E.O. could be a part of her 
working life. After moves to Georgia 
then New York, New York (where 
she joined Chapter AH), she and her 
husband found a home in Tennessee, 
where she became a member of 
Chapter D, Knoxville. 

She continues to work part time in 
the consumer goods industry, helps 
her husband with his Christmas 
tree and wreath business, and 
volunteers in the children’s ministry 
at Fellowship Church. She has been 
active in Jr. Women’s Club, BSF, Boys 
& Girls Clubs, Second Harvest Food 
Bank and Sigma Kappa Sorority. 
Her fur babies, Henry and Cooper, 
bring great joy. She enjoys spending 
time with her siblings and their six 
children; so far there is one Cottey 
grad, four P.E.O.s and two great BILs.

Kelly Dlugos
West Virginia

Joy in the Journey
Kelly Dlugos was initiated into 
Chapter W, Morgantown, West 
Virginia, in 2004. Kelly was 
Convention Chair of the 2012  
West Virginia Convention as well  
as the State Unaffiliate Chair  
for two years before joining the  
State Board.

Kelly was raised in Lake Lynn, 
Pennsylvania. She attended high 
school in Morgantown, where she 
met her future husband, Todd. She 
attended college at Slippery Rock 
University, Wheeling Jesuit College 
and West Virginia University. She 
holds a degree in physical therapy 
and has been a practicing clinician  
for 24 years, treating in a variety  
of settings.

Kelly is the proud mother of three: 
Matthew and Ally are studying  
at West Virginia University, while  
Kate is a junior in high school.  
Kelly has been involved in scouting, 
school volunteering and sports,  
and continues to be a cheering  
“ball” mom. 

Kelly enjoys spending her free  
time improving her CrossFit skills, 
running, road cycling and kayaking. 
She also loves to read, sew and  
rehab furniture.
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Chapter JN
The Woodlands, Texas

ORGANIZED:  

February 25, 2017

First row from the left: Texas state organizer Belinda  
Hargrove, Jean Swanson 

Second row: Caroline Cameron Yarp, Kathryn Painter,  
Judy McCarty, Susan Swanson, Carol Shelton, Susan Olver 

Third row: Sally Johnson, Jane Chandler, Lue Penton, Genette 
Stanton, Valerie Reeves, Barbara Vissers, Diane Roberts 

Fourth row: Michelle Robinson, Lynda Cimera, Mary  
Pat Stahl, Lynne Williams, Suzi Baumgardner, Carrie Bucki

NEW |chapters

JN

Chapter JP
Burnet, Texas 

ORGANIZED:  

February 23, 2018 

First row, from the left: Nancy Kinard, Marilyn Schaefer, 
Sue Allen, Roberta Wood, Maxine Heath, Jimmie Sue 
McKeller, Debbie Smith 

Second row: Cheryl Henderson, Elise Shirey, Susan 
Neans, Patricia Caroom, Penny Brydson, Jean Schar,  
K. Lynn Ray 

Third row: Donna Kiley, Sally Cooper, Mary Readel, Haila 
Kaufmann, Linda Brown, Marianne Goodyear, Kay GloverJP

Chapter BI
Clarksville, Tennessee

ORGANIZED:  

March 3, 2018

First row, from the left: Melanie Mosier,  
Nancy Williams, Evealine Jackson, Sharon Hall,  
Amy Ortiz, Vikkie McCarthy 

Second row: Elaine Foust, Ginny Newman,  
Betty Guthrie, Tracy Hoard, Shaun Kueter,  
Cathy Cothren, Whitney Swallows, Gloria Miller,  
Shirley ButlerBI
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Connect with P.E.O. International on Social Media

Facebook:  
PEO International

Twitter:  
@PEOSisterhood

Instagram:  
@peointernational

LinkedIn:  
International  

Chapter of the  
P.E.O. Sisterhood
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Calling all P.E.O. International Facebook Followers!
We appreciate all of you and strive to provide important, useful content 
in our posts. To guarantee you don’t miss any posts, go to our PEO 
International Facebook page, click “Following” and select “See First.”



Put on your detective hat, pull out your  
magnifying glass and crack the code!

___  ___  ___         ___  ___  ___         ___
 25   15    21             1     18    5              1

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  .
 16    8     9     12     1     14   20    8     18   15    16    9    19   20

		        Key: A = 1, B = 2, C = 3, etc.

Calling All P.E.O. Sleuths!

LOOK IN THE MIRROR. You might have a bigger impact  
that you realize. (Learn more in the next issue of The P.E.O. Record…)
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CENTENNIAL |chapters

Chapter AW  Bloomington, Illinois
ORGANIZED: March 29, 1918 
CELEBRATED: April 26, 2018

First row from the left: Mary Ann Brumleve, Carol Ropp, 
Peggy Hardy, Wendy Zimmer, Joan Steinburg, Charlene 
Zimmerman, Mary Williamson, Sandy Burn Second row: 
Linda Pendell, Mary Lee Matthews, Carol Denny, Carolyn 
Redic, Barbara Bills, Carole Denny, Jeanie Wendt, Mary Lou  
Farnsworth, Pat Yoder, Duff Knudsen, Mary Scott, Shirley 
Esch, Barb Wison, Betty Toland Third row: Janaine Sheridan, 
Cyndie Brown, Kathy McNeil, Lesa Hundman, Rosie Brill, 
Carol Thomson, Emmalyn Dickenson, Shirley Beggs, Sally 
Blumenshine, Marcia Nelson, Dee Desormey, Marsha 
Funk, Carolyn Winterroth, Barb Skaggs, Sherrie Belletete, 
Irene DenBesten, Louise Krueger, Renee Warren, Melissa 
Paschold, Donna Grant

Chapter AR  Aspen, Colorado 
ORGANIZED: December 1, 1917 
CELEBRATED: July 21, 2017

First row, from the left: Jeanne Woods, Jean Barel, Sally 
Fasion, Sue Helm, Ti Nickerson, Jane Kelly, Maryellen Secrist, 
Becky Ward Second row: Judy Zanin, Linda Rodney, Eleanor 
Shelton, Nancy Adsit, Heidi Worth-Johns, Kay Hagman, 
Barbara Bakios-Wickes, Heather Preusch, Ann Harris,  
Anita Manchester, Susan Casebeer
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AWARD-WINNING |ideas

P.E.O. Movie Night a 
Consistent Success
Chapter CG, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, held their third annual Movie 
Night in late 2017. The movie “Hidden Figures” was screened. 
Good publicity from the local newspaper, social media, word of 
mouth and promotions on the theater marquee contributed to 
the success of the event. All 47 active CG sisters participated by 
selling tickets, requesting donations and preparing a large table of 
refreshments for moviegoers. Sisters also sold popular soup and 
rice mixes in the lobby. A silent auction was held in the lobby before 
the movie as well—25 baskets supplied from donations from local 
businesses were filled with jewelry, food, gift certificates and more. 

P.E.O. Movie Night has become the event of the season for many 
Carlisle P.E.O. sisters, families and friends and one which the 
community welcomes and embraces. $5,450 was raised for P.E.O. 
projects with this popular and fun event in 2017. Plans for Movie 
Night 2018 are underway. 

P.E.O. is On  
the Board!
Chapter OS and Chapter N of Chariton, Iowa, 
joined forces to participate in a community event 
that allowed the recognition of P.E.O. as part of 
the community. The Chariton Area Chamber/
Main Street Organization sponsored the creation 
of a Chariton-opoly Board Game fashioned 
after the traditional Monopoly game. The retail 
community, clubs and organizations were offered 
the opportunity to have their names and logos 
printed on the Chariton-opoly game board for 
a fee. This allowed Chapter OS and Chapter N, 
to obtain recognition and awareness of P.E.O. 
in the community. The two P.E.O. chapters 
accepted donations from members to purchase 
the “Free Parking Square” on the Chariton-opoly 
game board. Each time a player lands on the 
“Free Parking Space” the player receives a P.E.O. 
Scholarship. The design of the space includes the 
P.E.O. Star, Chapter OS and Chapter N, as well as 
the P.E.O. website address.

Birthday Bucks  
for P.E.O. Projects
Chapter D, Arcadia, Louisiana, has found a way to celebrate each sister’s 
birthday while also raising money for the P.E.O. projects. Each month  
the technology person sends an email to each member letting them 
know who has a birthday that month. Each sister is asked to bring $1  
for each sister’s birthday to the meeting that month. At the meeting, the 
birthday sisters count their money and decide which project they want 
their birthday money to go to. At the end of the P.E.O. year, Chapter D 
donated more than $500 to the P.E.O. projects through this fundraiser. 

Chapter CG P.E.O.s counting money  
made from another successful  
Movie Night in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.  
From the left: Joan Shaw, Pat Strickler,  
Sally Broyles, Loretta Faller

Chapter D, Louisiana, December 

birthday girls from the left: Lou 

Murphy, Marcia DeMoss, Mell 

Rose Storey, Kristie Crawford, 

Gloria Bramlett
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Mystery Days
Knowing many members of Chapter EQ, Medford, 
Oregon, don’t often get out into the woods, the 
chapter’s finance committee thought it would be  
fun to take an outing to the great outdoors; they 
organized an event with a twist—a mystery day!

The sneaky sisters told members to meet at a home 
with spare change (not needed – a decoy), a poem, 
a hat and walking shoes. Sisters were not told where 
they were going. They started out driving on a four  
lane road, then went to a two lane road, then one 
with an unmarked center then finally a dirt road. After 
stopping at picnic spots on the Rogue River for people 
and wildlife watching, they ended up at a small fairly 
remote campground in the woods. A BIL had brought 
along an ATV (4-wheel 2-seater all-terrain-vehicle) 
and offered rides on dirt roads in the woods to 
all. Most took him up on it, and most even drove  
it back to our picnic spot. Even some 80-year-olds  
drove it! A gourmet picnic lunch was served under  
the canopy of trees and everyone read the poetry 
they’d been asked to prepare.  

Following the picnic lunch, the group walked a short 
distance through mounds of wildflowers to see natural 
springs that fed the creek that flows into the Rogue 
River, and eventually to the Pacific Ocean. On the way 
home they stopped to view Mount McLoughlin in all its 
snowy glory. 

Two Mystery Days have netted $510 for P.E.O. projects. 

Uncorked Sisters
To encourage more socialization and activities for the 
members in Chapter IR, Lombard, Illinois, Mary Cation, 
suggested special interest groups could be formed. 
Jan Kintonis immediately put out a sign-up sheet for a 
group interested in wine tasting. Ten members shared 
an interest in learning about and tasting wines, so the 
“Uncorked Sisters” group was born.

Sisters receive notes on the white and red wine to 
be tasted well in advance of the tasting. Each one is 
assigned a wine from a specific country and area to  
bring to the lunch, while the hostess provides the 
appetizers, entrée and dessert. Wines are blind  
tasted and rated by each member before the labels  
and prices are revealed. There is also a discussion  
topic of the day, such as the California wild fires or 
celebrity wineries. Although Jan tries to keep the  
group focused, it is difficult to do because they  
are having way too much fun!  

Besides learning about wine, the tastings have given 
sisters the opportunity to know each other better in 
a casual setting. It is reported that they have some 
marvelous food at these tastings!  It has also given 
members an opportunity to invite guests who may  
be interested in P.E.O., to learn more about us. One 
guest has already joined the chapter!

AWARD-WINNING |ideas

JoAnne Anderson, president of Chapter OS is 
(left) and Diane White, president of Chapter N 
(right) with the Chariton-opoly board. Purchasing 
prominent real estate on the city’s board game 
helped bring awareness of P.E.O. to the community. 

Cheers to the Uncorked Sisters special interest  
wine-tasting group in Chapter IR, Lombard, Illinois! 

Chapter EQ sister  Jackie Jones on an  ATV in the Oregon woods



Women helping women reach for the starsTHE P.E.O. RECORD | May–June 201838        

Bobbe Palmer 
Bobbe Palmer, AV, 
Estes Park, Colorado, 
wrote a book of short 
stories called “Can 
This Be Home?” The 
collection of five short 
stories shines a light on 
five women of different 

ages and circumstances as each faces 
unique challenges. 

Bobbe received a degree in English 
from the University of Denver. She 
taught English at a junior high school 
in Kansas before moving to Wyoming 
and later Alaska with her late 
husband, a Presbyterian minister. 
Bobbe has five children and enjoys 
watercolor painting. 

Jill Ridky-Blackburn
Jill Ridky-Blackburn, 
AG, Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina, 
wrote “Historic Coker 
Hills: A Botanists’ 
Neighborhood in 
Chapel Hill.” The Coker 
Hills neighborhood’s 

quiet and spacious landscape contains 
a rich cultural and natural history. 
When University of North Carolina  
at Chapel Hill botany professor  
William C. Coker purchased the hilly 
area now known as Coker Hills, he 
bought it with a keen eye for the flora. 
Upon Dr. Coker’s death the land was 
developed with a botanists’ theme in 
his memory. 

Jill earned her M.Ed. and Ph.D. 
from the University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill. When moving into the 
Coker Hills neighborhood and serving 
on the board she discovered that 
Coker Hills was more than just another 
neighborhood. The book is offered as 
a contribution to Chapel Hill’s history 
and also celebrates the many citizens 
who made and continue to make 
Coker Hills a special neighborhood.

Paula Davidson
Paula Davidson, GM, 
Enid, Oklahoma, wrote 
a book for children 
ages 4-6 called “The 
Tale of Daffy and 
Taffy.” This book is 
based on a true story 
of two ducks Paula’s 

sister Nena had. It has a valuable 
lesson to be learned in taking care  
of her two ducks. Half of the proceeds 
for the book will go to the Alzheimer’s 
Foundation. Four and a half years 
ago, Nena, was diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s. Paula enjoys writing and 
is going to work on another book. Her 
other interests are walking, singing 
with The Praise Team at her church 
and enjoying her family and friends.

Chris Mabon
Chris Mabon, 
G, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, wrote 
“101 Ways to Nurture 
Yourself,” a book about 
our most important 
relationship: the 
relationship we have  

to ourselves. While doing the activities 
and contemplating the ideas identified 
in the book, she came to understand 
that self-nurturing is essential to living 
a full, well-developed life.

Filled with 101 ways to love and care 
for ourselves more, each identifies a 
physical as well as an emotional aspect 
for consideration. Readers are invited 
to try one or all 101 and see how good 
self-nurturing feels.

Chris spreads her message about 
friends through her program The Five 
Essential Friendships That Enrich Our 
Lives, monthly newsletter, workshops 
and seminars.

Linda Hass
Linda Hass, BV, 
Jackson, Michigan, 
wrote “MICHIGAN’S 
CROSSROADS TO 
FREEDOM: The 
Underground Railroad 
in Jackson County,” 
and “Hidden in Plain 

Sight,” both about the Underground 
Railroad in Jackson, Michigan. 

Linda is a fervent fan of local 
history. She enjoys bringing to life 
the personalities and adventures of 
historical figures whose contributions 
continue to impact the present. 
After earning a master’s degree 
in journalism from Michigan State 
University, Linda has worked for 
several regional publications, writing 
about everything from business 
to religion and history. When not 
exploring dusty archives or traveling 
to libraries and museums, Linda and 
her husband enjoy frying a batch of 
pan fish after a day on the lake.

Dottie Kelley
Dottie Kelley, AA, 
Carson City, Nevada, 
wrote “Musings: Haiku 
to touch your soul.” 
Over the years Dottie 
had many positions 
in administration and, 

with her husband, was also very active 
in Carson City life. However, no matter 
how busy she was, poetry was always 
her joy. Using the traditional Japanese 
pattern of poetry called Haiku, Dottie 
evokes strong feeling about nature, 
family and friends. There is a sweet 
touch of humanity in every poem. 
Dottie wants her book to cause the 
reader to laugh, sigh and occasionally 
shed a tear. Dottie’s husband passed 
away recently and she misses him 
terribly, but as always, her faith, her 
friends and her P.E.O. sisters form the 
foundation of her life. She dedicates 
her book to husband Bill, her mother 
Jessie and to God. 

P.E.O. |authors
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P.E.O.|authors

Kimberly Weires
Kimberly Weires, MP, 
Dubuque, Iowa, wrote 
her third devotional 
with a twist of humor 
in the series “Day-To-
Day with Kimberella 
and Prince Ain’t-
So-Charmin’ (Is It 

Midnight Yet?!)” Prince Roderick and 
Kimberella Buckskin try to live normal 
lives, but sometimes their antics get 
them into trouble. Prince Roderick’s 
country childhood often clashes with 
Kimberella’s city upbringing, but their 
shared love of camping, fishing and 
playing in a band together keeps them 
going strong. Each story ends with a 
relevant bible quote to inspire readers 
to reflect, reach for their own Bibles 
and discover God’s work in their lives.

Kimberly is a 28-year member of 
Chapter MP.

Johnnie Bernhard
Johnnie Bernhard, 
D, Biloxi, Mississippi, 
wrote “A Good Girl,” 
a historical fiction 
novel exploring the 
complexities of family 
relationships as Gracey 
Reiter faces her father’s 

approaching death and accepts her 
crippling legacy.

Gracey crosses a long-denied line 
of pain as she reads her Grandmother 
Walsh’s hand-written accounts from 
the 1840s in the family Bible. The 
chaotic gene pool of the Walsh-
Mueller family began when Patricia 
Walsh left the famine of nineteenth 
century Ireland, losing her parents 
and siblings to disease and starvation. 
She finds a home, love and security 
with Emil Mueller in a German 
settlement on the Texas Gulf Coast. 
Their happiness quickly dissolves into 
a harsh reality as wars, hurricanes, 
infidelity and alcoholism find them, 
and the five generations carrying  
their name.

A former English teacher and 
professional journalist, Johnnie 
Bernhard life’s work has been  
reading and writing. Her work has 
appeared in numerous publication.  

Beverly Severson Lindbo
Beverly Severson 
Lindbo, NR, O’Fallon, 
Illinois, wrote “A Fire 
in My Bones,” about 
a young mother, 
Betsy O’Brien, and the 
question “does God 
redeem tragedy?”

The unexpected death of Betsy’s 
husband jeopardizes the adoption of 
their daughter, Emma. Fear propels 
Betsy into a decision that will change 
the direction of both of their lives. 
With the help of her brother-in-law, 
Betsy embarks on an odyssey that 
eventually leads to rural North Dakota 
and the isolation of a lake cabin where 
she feels safe. In search of a quiet life 
with her child, each of Betsy’s days is 
haunted by the fear of discovery. Will 
she ever be able to go home again 
and get the justice she seeks? 

Beverly is a member of American 
Christian Fiction Writers and  
PaddleCreek Writers. As an  
Air Force wife she lived in Japan, 
Germany and 11 states but considers 
North Dakota her home. She became 
a P.E.O. in California in 1991 and now 
resides in O’Fallon, Illinois, with her 
husband Don.

Kathryn Callahan
Kathryn Callahan, 
EH, Des Moines, 
Iowa, wrote “With 
Love From Vietnam,” 
a collection of letters 
she received from 
her husband, Captain 

Dennis A. May, while he was stationed 
in Vietnam. Dennis faithfully wrote 
letters to Kathryn, beginning with 
his travels from his home base in the 
United States, until his fatal airplane 
crash in Vietnam. Kathryn is pleased 
to share the letters that she has 
treasured these many years. Kathryn 
is a retired teacher who enjoys 
gardening, playing bridge, traveling, 
watching sports and spending time 
with family and friends.  

Marie Bush Pinschmidt
Marie Bush 
Pinschmidt, ER, 
West Palm Beach, 
Florida, wrote “Decent 
Deceit—Destiny of 
Deception,” a work 
of literary fiction 
about a disillusioned 

young teacher and a young veteran 
with post-traumatic stress disorder 
coming together in recovery through 
visual arts and music. The men fight 
their own personal demons as they 
search for purpose and redemption. 
Caught up in a history of deceit and 
the war against ISIS, they search to 
find a common cause in small town 
America—to help other wounded 
veterans in their recovery while 
making art available to everyone. 

Marie grew up in Ohio and lived  
in New Orleans for 11 years, where  
she worked as a professional oil 
painter. “Decent Deceit” is her  
fourth and most ambitious novel. 

Patty Jacobs
Patty Jacobs, H, 
Eugene, Oregon, 
has written her third 
book, “A Long View.” 
The memoir tells the 
story of her family’s 
role in early Longview, 
Washington; growing 

up in a lumber town surrounded by 
rivers and distant mountains and her 
life in Oregon after marriage. Featured 
in the memoir are her grandmother, 
Emma Vandercook, and mother, 
Esther Vandercook Keller both early 
members of Chapter BN, Longview, 
Washington. 



Women helping women reach for the starsTHE P.E.O. RECORD | May–June 201840        

Where in the W      rld is The Record?

Toni Spieth, V 
Columbus, Kansas 
and Martha 
Bledsoe, ND, 
Nevada, Missouri, 
traveled to 
rural Dominican 
Republic to 
install safe water 
systems. They left 
their copy of The 
Record behind 
with a prospective 
Cottey student!

Chapter CI, Penn Yan, 
New York sisters Bernice 
Spanneut, Sandy Smith, 
Kish Swift, Linda Bracht, 
Penny Chapman and 
Charlotte Gillespie 
traveled to Paris. Here 
they are at Notre Dame. 

Pam Kimble, 
BK, Cuyahoga 
Falls, Ohio, on 
an expedition 
in Antarctica 

Betty Shell, KH, Raytown, Missouri, visited 
Chapter CG in Sun City West, Arizona. Here  
she is with Chapter CG sisters at The Spicery 
Tea Room in Glendale, Arizona. From the left:  
Faye Fray, Diana Houlette, Jeannie Sophusson,  
Karen Ferguson, Molly Hartman, Betty Shell Deborah Brown, 

Chapter P, 
Calgary, Alberta, 
in Santa Maria, 
Cape Verde 
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Where in the W      rld is The Record?

Vicki Miller, EX, Medina, Ohio, outside the City God 
Temple and walled city of Old Shanghai, China

Beth Redd and Dora King, Chapter T,  
Washington, D.C. in Angkor Wat, Cambodia 

Connie Christenson, BM, Douglasville, 
Georgia; Nancy Cheal, BQ, Decatur, 
Georgia; Carol Goettl, GS, Fort Collins, 
Colorado; Michele Vetting, BE, Greeley, 
Colorado embarked on a spectacular 
photo safari to Kenya and Tanzania 

Nancy Adams, CJ, 
Rochester, New 
York, at the Arc de 
Triomphe in Paris 

Pack the latest issue of The P.E.O. Record when  
you travel! Snap some pics and send them in—you 
could be featured in a future issue of the magazine  
or on our Facebook page or Instagram feed. 

Send photos to editor@peodsm.org  
or mediamanager@peodsm.org. 
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Having been married to a P.E.O. (Kathy) for almost 47 years, I am well aware of the importance of programs in 
P.E.O. chapter meetings. I enjoyed giving a program at one of Kathy’s Scottsdale chapter meetings, so I know  
the experience first-hand.

The following submission from Mary Jane Isensee, Corresponding Secretary, P.E.O. Chapter GG, Dallas, Oregon, 
about an entire year of programs given by her chapter’s BILs certainly resonated with me. What a treat for the 
members of Chapter GG!

Our BILs were stars for the year  
2017-18. The program committee, 
chaired by Dorothy Gillett, selected 
the theme for the year, “Our BILs 
are VIPs.” Eight brave BILs presented 
programs throughout the year, and all 
BILs were invited to attend the program 
part of our meetings. It was a great 
way for our relatively new chapter 
(organized January 18, 2010) to get to 
know each other. The programs were 
creative, educational, entertaining  
and most interesting, plus lots of fun.

• �Vince Homer (Sandy) was our first BIL 
to present a program, titled “Working 
at 40 Below.” Vince came into our 
meeting dressed in the layers of 

clothing that he 
wore on the job in 
a company town on 
the North Slope of 
Alaska while working 
on the famed 

Alaska Pipeline. 
As he took off 

each layer of 
clothing, he 

explained 
what the 
article and 
layer was 

for. We 
were amazed 

at what it takes  
to dress for such 
a job—and we 
got a bit of a 
“strip show,” 
to everyone’s 
delight!

• �Our next 
program was 
presented by 
LeRoy Rogers 
(Jean) titled  
“Agricultural

Development in Africa.” LeRoy had 
spent several years evaluating and 
developing agricultural resources in 
several third-world countries. His slide 
show was a reminder that there are 
people and societies that struggle 
daily for food and clean water and 
a source of income to support their 
families. It was a reminder of how 
blessed we are.

• �We had a delightful social when Don 
Leighton (Marie) treated us to our 
very own “Antiques Roadshow.” 
What fun we had bringing our old 
collectibles such as, dolls, coins, 
newspapers, artwork, musical 
instruments, etc., while Don shared 
his expertise regarding their worth. 
While we all thought we had brought 
priceless treasures, the stories 
attached to the collectibles were  
the real treasures.

• �Volunteering as a math teacher at 
an alternative school for “at risk” 
students was an incredible story  
told by Dennis Robertson (Carolee). 
The story of young people who  
thrive and excel when placed 
in a safe, supportive and caring 
environment was amazing. And  
to know one of our BILs does this  
as a volunteer after a long teaching 
career is even more amazing.

• �Western Oregon University is located 
in our community and the president, 
Rex Fuller (Susan), is one of our BILs. 
Rex shared the mission, vision and 
strategic plan of WOU. His enthusiastic 
and inspiring presentation was a 
reminder how fortunate we are to have 
this gem of a college in our backyard.

• �Another educator, Forrest Bell (Karen), 
retired school superintendent of our 
Central School District, made an 
informative and thought-provoking 
presentation on “Saving the Public 
Schools.” His talk was a good 
reminder of how much public 
education and the value of educators 
and education have changed, all  
in our lifetime. Who would have 
guessed that Amy Carter is the  
only president’s child in the last 
century to attend public school?

• �Don Isensee (Mary Jane) thought 
a program on his career as a CPA 
would make everyone’s eyes glaze 
over, so he gave a talk on “BILs: 
Are they People or Places?” His 
presentation linked the names of 
all our chapter’s BILS with names of 
towns and places in Oregon which he 
pointed out on the map. Who would 
have known that there is a name of 
a town or place in Oregon for every 
one of our 30+ BILs? It was a creative 
geography lesson and great fun!

• �We ended our program year with 
a presentation titled “Let There 
Be Light,” by Chuck Thurman 
(Debi), Superintendent of our local 
utility, Monmouth Power and Light 
Company. Chuck reminded us how 
lucky we are to live in the Pacific 
Northwest where electric energy is 
the least expensive and the cleanest 
energy source, and he shared ways 
we could be more energy efficient.

It has been a special year highlighted 
by our incredible BILs that has brought 
us closer together as Sisters and BILs. 
Our BILs are truly VIPs!

BIL |corner

BILs are Truly VIPs! by Albert Leffler, Guest Editor, The P.E.O. Record

Albert Leffler is married to P.E.O. Kathy Leffler, BA, Scottsdale, Arizona

Send BIL submissions to Albert Leffler at albertleffler@gmail.com  
or 4251 E Shangri-la Road, Phoenix, Arizona 85028-2917BIL Vince 

Homer
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Lapel pin or charm Small pin, circular 
monogram, cutout letters, 24K gold plate with 
spring-back post; or as charm. $10.50 ppd  
(MN res. add $.76 tax per item). Indicate choice. 
Checks to Ch. AA, c/o Norma Bloomquist,  
7250 Lewis Ridge Pkwy #106, Edina, MN 55439.

  Marguerite pin guard for P.E.O. pin. 
Sold by Chapter LJ since 1981. Remove chain to 
wear as lapel pin. 18K gold plate, 3/8" diameter 
with enameled white petals. $25 ppd. Make 
check payable to Ch. LJ, c/o Marge Steenson, 
1235 11th St #307, West Des Moines, IA 50265-
2100. 515-225-2731.

  Marguerite bookmark Brass plate 
with gift card, $10 ppd. Ch. MQ, Box 257, Lake 
Forest, IL 60045.

  P.E.O. recognition pin The familiar 
block letters on the slant, our project since 
1959. 14K gold plate with safety clasp, $15 ppd. 
Ch. ES, c/o Jane Mills, 100 Timber Ridge Way 
NW #1305, Issaquah, WA 98027.

  Marguerite bridge tallies and 
notecards Beautifully boxed. Makes a lovely 
gift. Features original artwork (peochapterdo.
webs.com). Tallies can be used 25 times.  
2 table tallies $14.50, 3 table tallies $17.50 or 
box of 8 notecards $12.50 ppd. Ch. DO, 2137  
St. Andrews Dr, McMinnville, OR 97128.        

  Long handled baby spoon 
Stainless, engraved with P.E.O. including a 
certificate for further engraving. $20 ppd  
(MN residents add 7.275% tax). Ch. CX, 
c/o Anne Westman, 10712 Garden Circle, 
Bloomington, MN 55438. Allow 3-4 wks.

  Permanent yearbook binders  
Yellow 2-ring vinyl binder with informal P.E.O. 
logo. Visit www.peoyearbookcovers.org for 
more information or to order. $8.25/binder, 
plus shipping. For 1-2 binders add $3.50, 3-10 
$9.50, 11-49 $12.50, 50+ $18.50 (IL residents 
add $.50 per binder for sales tax). Allow 4-5 
weeks to process orders. Make check payable 
to P.E.O. Yearbook Covers, Ch. DE, c/o Marcia 
Mawe, 2455 W. Ainslie, Chicago, IL 60625. 
marcia.mawe@gmail.com

  P.E.O. yearbooks The original 
permanent binder, used by chapters since 
1981. Our purse-sized, six-ring white vinyl 
binders can be personalized with custom 
printed cover cards — a star emblem or 
marguerite logo. Set of four index tabs sold 
separately. Our pre-punched paper and free 
templates allow chapters to set up their binder 
pages and print only new pages each year.  
Visit our website for more information and 
order forms at www.peoyearbooks.com,  
or contact Ch. AN, Christi Guillmen at 
dang_88@yahoo.com.

  P.E.O.s love it! Gold recognition pin 
with tie tack closure. Original design by former 
International P.E.O. president. $12 ppd. Ch. BC, 
c/o Carolyn Jacobs, 3128 59th St South #201, 
Gulfport, FL 33707.

  Original 1955 recognition pin 
with bling! Classic goldtone P.E.O. lapel pin 
with crystal set inside the “O.” $12.50/each ppd 
(IN residents add 7% sales tax). Make check to 
Ch. I and mail to PO Box 390, Greencastle, IN 
46135. Questions? marlafarris@ymail.com or 
765-653-2997.

Grave marker or garden ornament 
6" brass star on 24" rod. $45 ppd. Also avail w/o 
rod. Ch. HV, c/o Pam Hedger, 1 Willow Green Dr, 
Butler, MO 64730. pam.hedger@yahoo.com.

CD of newest opening ode Vocal 
and piano alone; includes initiation piano 
background music; also available in cassette.  
$15 ppd. Checks to Ch. EM, c/o Beverly Koch, 
2808 Burlwood Dr, Arlington, TX 76016.

  Sterling star pendant $15 ppd.  
Also available 20" SS chain, $15 ppd. Ch. CK, 
c/o Jody Allison, 7 Bernay Dr, Little Rock, AR 
72211. 501-258-2585 or jallison7@att.net.

White gavel block or paperweight 
with the star and P.E.O. letters in center.  
$15 ppd. Ch. CV, c/o Ann Buck, 3048 Locust 
Camp Rd, Kettering, OH 45419.

P.E.O. sticky notes 50-sheet yellow  
pad with marguerite and P.E.O. letters. $2/pad 
(min. 6 pads/order). Add $4 postage. Checks 
to Ch. GE, c/o Carol Wright, 10132 N Hwy 54, 
Weatherford, OK 73096. 580-772-2383.

  Cross-stitch chart Daisy-entwined 
star with P.E.O. in center. Send a SASE with 
$5 check to Ch. BL, c/o Sue Jobe, 1922 
Rosepointe Way, Spring Grove, PA 17362.

Marguerite blossom new stickers 
Perfect for notes, nametags, etc. 1" round. 
Pack of 30, $5.50 ppd. Checks to Ch. GX, 
c/o Jan Peterson, 904 North Lincoln, 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624.

  Delicious marguerite mints Long 
time favorites. White “chocolate” with yellow  
centers (1.625", 1/4 oz). Elegant P.E.O. mints  
for gifts, B&B or meetings. Gift box of 20 or 
plain box of 30 mints, $35 ppd. (Add’l boxes  
to same address, $32). Pat Alesse, Ch. J,  
4825 Alderson Rd, Birch Bay, WA 98230.  
360-371-2070 or patricia.alesse@thecshop.com.

Hand-colored daisy notes Original  
art, folded notecards (5.5" x 4.25") by Fritzi 
Klopfenstein. Makes a great gift! Pack of  
8 with envelopes, $10, plus $2.50 S&H per  
order. Checks to Ch. P/CT, c/o Jenny Mitchell,  
1 Alexander Lane, Weston, CT 06883.

P.E.O. calendar reminder stickers 
20 yellow 1/2" printed circles/page. $.50/page, 
plus $1 S&H/100 pages. Checks to Ch. CV,  
c/o Karen Hendrickson, 1824 Bayview, Albert 
Lea, MN 56007.

P.E.O. yellow binders 6-ring binder. Gold 
star on cover. 4.5" x 6.5". $7, plus shipping.  
Ch. E, 1808 Mohawk Way, Salt Lake City, UT 
84108. 801-487-7602.

  3" walnut pin box Handmade with 
gold star. Will hold pin back. $22 ppd. Ch. AL, 
c/o Trine, 82825 559 Ave, Madison, NE 68748.

Guidelines: Ads are limited to those 
for fundraising projects for P.E.O. or for 
items and services directly relating to  
the organization, which are not available  
elsewhere. Reader ads are available to 
members only. Each ad must include 
chapter identification. Payment for items 
shall be me made to the advertising  
chapter, not to an individual. No 
commercial website addresses are to be 
included in any Items for Sale advertising 
copy. Items for Sale advertising copy 
may contain a non-commercial website 
address. This would typically be the 
chapter website. These websites may  
not contain any items with the P.E.O. 
emblem (unless granted permission by 
the Executive Board per IOLC), political  
or religious items, or items that the 
chapter has not purchased outright. 

Deadline: Two months preceding  
the first day of the month of issue.

Rates and Billing: $5 per line, per 
issue. Chapters placing ads to run for a 
year or longer may submit a digital photo 
to appear on the website with the initial 
ad at an extra cost of $10 per year.

Questions and Submissions: 
Submit ad information via online form at 
PEOInternational.org. Questions please 
contact commassist@peodsm.org.

ITEMS FOR |sale

The camera icon identifies ads that have 
photographs of the item available at 
https://members.peointernational.org/
itemsforsale.
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  Marguerite’s mail 8 full-color note-
cards and envelopes from original watercolor. 
$8 ppd per pack. Ch. NQ, c/o Marceta 
Claypool, 544 Penny Lane, Le Mars, IA 51031.

  Fingertip towels embroidered 
with marguerites White velour. Perfect 
for a gift or guest. $14/pair ppd. Ch. VG, c/o 
Karen DeSoto, 18050 Mark, Yorba Linda, CA 
92886.

  Pewter or black satin star 
ornament 3.25" handcast pewter star  
with raised P.E.O. letters in center. Perfect  
for weddings, Christmas or special occasions; 
suitable for engraving. $18 ppd. Ch. AU, c/o 
Joyce Diehls, 114 Country Rd 219, Fayette,  
MO 65248.

  Official reciprocity chairman’s  
pin 14K gold-plated gavel on marguerite  
with guard ring. $95 ppd. Ch. HB, c/o Margaret  
A. Lamb, 4331 E. Linden Cir, Greenwood  
Village, CO 80121. 303-771-1452.

P.E.O. gold foil star stickers 1" in 
diameter, similar to official emblem. Ideal for 
conventions, reciprocity, correspondence, 
nametags and place cards. 50 for $8 ppd.  
Checks payable to Ch. DA, c/o Jeanne James,  
2153 Steelhead Ct, Lebanon, OR 97355.  
lajjames@comcast.net or 541-451-3605.

P.E.O. Founders photos Complete set 
of lovely 8" x 10" color photos of our P.E.O. 
Founders, with biographies. $30 ppd. Ch. GG, 
c/o Marty Ferry, 2750 Hwy 5, New Franklin, MO 
65274. 660-537-0670 or mferry@socket.net.

License plate frame Black with gold 
letters “P.E.O. Educating Women.” $8 ppd 
or $7/each for 10 or more mailed to same 
address. Ch. DK, c/o Kristine Dillon, 12525  
SE 210th Ct, Kent, WA 98031. 253-630-3893.

  Ornament with star and 
marguerites Lightweight metal. $10  
ppd, includes box. Ch. FX, c/o Sue Pritchett,  
1015 Perkins, Richland, WA 99354. For more 
info, email j_sue_pritchett@yahoo.com.

  New garden/window flag 11" x 13". 
7 marguerites, 7 gold stars on royal blue. $20 
ppd. Ch. CC, c/o L. Lampkin, 1704 NE County 
Rd 14963, Montrose, MO 64770-6344.

  P.E.O. star car magnets and 
daisy photo notecards 8" yellow  
star magnet with P.E.O., $11 ppd. 5 cards with 
envelopes, $6 ppd. Ch. AL, c/o Sue Swavely,  
3400 Forest Vale Ct, Greensboro, NC 27410. 
sueswavely@gmail.com or 843-478-9090.

A Society of Their Own DVD Let us 
take you back to 1923, some 54 years after the 
founding of P.E.O., as Franc reminisces with  
granddaughter Maggie about the founding of 
P.E.O. 20-minute DVD, plus insert. Approved by 
International. $25 ppd. Ch. GF/OR, Linda Ellison. 
541-990-2291 or tigger@cacrewoods.net.

  Spread the news with our 3" 
static decal A shaded-gold star with P.E.O. 
across the center. Adheres to your car window, 
letting the traffic know you are a proud P.E.O. 
member. $1/each. Include a SASE to Ch. GY, c/o 
Beverly Hurst, PO Box 5554, Ventura, CA 93005. 
805-625-2887 or beverlyhurst@mac.com.

  P.E.O. pens Red, black or blue with 
letters in gold and ink in black. $6/each ppd. 
Ch. OX, c/o Wanda Miller, 805 E Burky Ln,  
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641. wwmiller@lisco.com.

  The original magnetic name- 
badge/pin holder This is the one that 
over 7,000 sisters have and love! White name 
tag with custom engraved daisy and your 
name (and chapter, if desired) with white 
ribbon to hold your pin, gavel, etc. (Pin option 
available). Includes storage bag that fits your 
P.E.O. yearbook binder. $20 per badge; groups 
of 20 or more, $15. BIL badges available. Ch. IQ, 
PO Box 621699, Littleton, CO 80162. Contact 
Andi at 303-947-8650. Order forms and 
photos at www.peonamebadge.org. 

  Elegant suncatchers Diamond-
shaped, beveled glass, 7" x 4" etched or 
hand-painted marguerite. $25 ppd. Ch. DS, 
c/o Laurie Alderman-Nay, 42 Northwood 
Commons Pl, Chico, CA 95973. 530-375-7515 
or lauriea1225@yahoo.com.

  Radko sesquicentennial 
ornament Limited-edition “My P.E.O. 
Legacy” glass wreath with 7 stars and Cottey 
buildings. Ships July and November 2018.  
$55 ppd. Ch. IN, PO Box 92866, Southlake,  
TX 76092 by October 15. www.peotexas.org,  
817-251-8342 or peointx@gmail.com.

  Never struggle with your pin 
again! Embroidered nametag/pin holder and 
magnetic back. $18 ppd. Quantity price from 
$14. Inquire at PEOnames@gmail.com or write 
Ch. HF, c/o Sue McCallister, 5025 W Concord 
Ave, Visalia, CA 93277.

Sparkling P.E.O. bracelets Stars, 
Swarovski crystals and sterling letters/spacers 
with easy-fasten toggle. $27, plus shipping to  
Ch. MW, c/o Barbara Turcan. 630-584-3780  
or bet1413@aol.com.

  Custom name badge with 
magnetic fastener Attractive gold 
laminate with black engraved name and 
chapter. Add your ribbon to hold pin. $11 ppd. 
Contact Sheila Barnette, Ch. HA, for order 
form. sheilaroodbarnette@gmail.com or  
904-343-9923.

  Magnetic marguerite pin holder 
1.5" daisy – white petals with yellow center. 
Holds emblem. No more pinholes in your 
clothes! $8, plus $2 postage for 1-5 holders. 
Ch. GD, c/o Gudrun Gegner, 3040 Pawnee Dr, 
Bremerton, WA 98310. 360-373-3611 or cell 
360-286-7130.

  Original art Full-color, 6 different  
marguerite designs on 6 notecards with 
envelopes. $8 per pack of 6, plus postage. 
Choose from 3 series: Dancing with Daisies, 
Butterflies and Daisies or Pink Bunnies and 
Daisies. Send requests to Carol Holdhusen, 
Ch. AV, 3864 E Vallejo Dr, Gilbert, AZ, 85298.  
480-250-6546 or caholdhusen@hotmail.com. 
For ecards, contact loripratt-hughes@sterlink.net. 

 Crystal nail file with hand-
painted daisy 3 sizes, $7-$11. Ch. AN/OR, 
c/o Connie Wilson, 1345 SW 163rd Ave, Apt 
205, Beaverton, OR 97006.

  P.E.O. scarves Beautifully imprinted 
with P.E.O. letters and stars. 14" x 60" – black,  
ivory, red, yellow or royal blue. $20, plus  
$2 S&H. Checks to Ch. IO, c/o Lynn Hooker,  
1815 Newport Rd, Weatherford, TX 76086.  
405-642-0390 or lshooker@aol.com.

  Magnetic star pin to hold your 
emblem. White satin star on yellow backing.  
Contact Martha Wentworth, Ch. M/TN, for 
more information at mjwentw1@gmail.com.

  Magnetic daisy pin back $9. Two-
inch yellow and white daisy to hold your P.E.O. 
emblem. We welcome large and small orders. 
Please specify if your P.E.O. emblem attaches 
with a safety pin fastener or a tie tack fastener. 
Postage-paid. Make checks payable to Ch. JO, 
c/o Sandra Smith, 1915 Sherry Lea Dr, Neosho, 
MO 64850. mochapterjo@gmail.com.

  P.E.O. chef’s apron Golden yellow, 
marguerites on bib, three pockets, extra 
long ties. Adult $20 ppd. Child’s (one size fits 
ages 3-10) $20 ppd. Ch. N, c/o Nancy Vest, 
1230 Forest Dr, Sand Springs, OK 74063. 
nancyjoss@cox.net.

  Daisy tote, umbrella, hatbox  
Ch. F/NH. Please visit PEO-FNH.org.

  P.E.O. Founders bookmarks 
Two laminated colorful one-of-a-kind styles 
to choose from. Both designs created by local 
artist. $1.50/each ppd. Ch. AN, c/o Angela 
Bridge, PO Box 541, Chandler, OK 74834. 
angiegb@cotc.net.

  P.E.O. “Wild Women” pin $20, 
plus $5 S&H. Ch. U, 6305 Olde Knight Pkwy, 
Columbia, SC 29209. jotaftfranklin@yahoo.com 
or 803-776-7613.

  Original magnetic daisy pin 
holder Attaches pin with a strong magnet. 
Pin your star to our 2.5" daisy and never 
struggle with that tiny fastener again. $7,  
plus $2 S&H/each on orders less than  
10; over 10 S&H is FREE. Checks to Ch. IT,  
c/o Jan Burmeister, 1818 Ohio Pkwy, Rockford, 
IL 61108. For questions, call 815-399-2755 or 
email jdburm@comcast.net.

ITEMS FOR|sale
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  Past president’s gavel guard 
14K gold-plate with 7 clear Swarovski crystals. 
Perfect size for our star. $30 ppd. Ch. OO,  
c/o Pat Walton, 34400 Mission Blvd, A-1210, 
Union City, CA 94587.

  Pewter ornament Elegant 2.5" 
heirloom quality, two-sided ornament with 
marguerite and P.E.O. in an open-work star. 
U.S. made. Great officer or going-away gift. 
$23 ppd. Ch. FF, PO Box 59, Frankfort, MI 
49635. For information and order form, visit 
PEOChapterFFMI@charter.net. Also available: 
1" version for a pendant or key fob, $18 ppd.

  P.E.O. garden banner with gold star 
and 7 marguerites. 3 sizes, including 12" x 18" 
garden banner for $25 ppd, with 2 add’l flag 
pole sizes available. See photos and our order  
form at PEOChapterHV.org. Call Sarah at 
303-594-2455 or email chapterhv@gmail.com.

  Murano glass daisy heart 
pendant 1" x 1" pendant includes silvertone 
neck wire. $25 ppd. Ch. AA/FL, c/o C. Chaires, 
1381 Clydesdale Ave, Wellington, FL 33414. 
carolchaires@aol.com

  Celebrate P.E.O.! Darling oval 
car magnet for $6/each ppd. Reads “P.E.O. 
Educating Women.” Send check to Ch. OA, c/o 
Colleen Miller-Owen, 2844 Silver Springs Ct, 
Yorkville, IL 60560. cmowen5929@gmail.com

  Handcrafted pewter marguerite 
pin/necklace Designed for Ch. AR/Ruidoso, 
NM. 1.125" x 1.5", $20 ppd. Ch. AR, c/o J. Powell, 
107 Snowbird Ct, Ruidoso, NM 88345.

  Star keychain Quality metal, engraved 
with P.E.O. for $12.50/each. Can be worn as a 
necklace, too. Payable to Ch. DO, c/o Lenore 
Jones, 10820 Nutmeg Meadows Dr, Plymouth, 
IN 46563. Lenore@ancoofficeproducts.com. 

  Sterling silver pin guard for 
P.E.O. pin 1" x 1.25", attaches to clothing 
with a magnet. $30. Please state if your P.E.O. 
emblem is a clasp or tie tack back. Ch. IH, c/o 
Jes Raintree, 15648 Colorado Central Way, 
Monument, CO 81032. 719-488-8300.

  Travel tumblers 16-oz. insulated 
travel tumbler created for us by Suzy Toronto. 
$17 ppd. Checks to Ch. BN, c/o Janice 
Chambers, 519 Lombardy Dr, Sugar Land,  
TX 77478. august1990@msn.com. Discounts 
for orders of 5 or 10.  

Seven Heavenly Founders 15-min. 
DVD Great for programs and new members. 
$18 ppd. Ch. BF, c/o Phyllis Sandmann, 9301 
Lansbrooke Ln, Oklahoma City, OK 73132.

Vinyl bumper sticker 4" x 6" P.E.O.  
oval with instructions to magnetize. $10 ppd. 
Checks to Ch. C/AL, c/o Susan Richardson, 
6338 McMurray Pl S, Mobile, AL 36609.  
251-402-7740.

  Recognition pin 1.25", burgundy 
cloisonné with daisy. Tie-tack fastener. $10 
ppd. Great gift. Checks to Ch. FQ, PO Box 75, 
Florence, OR 97439. PEOFQPINS@hotmail.com. 

Nametags with beautiful, custom 
marguerite artwork 1.5" x 3" white acrylic 
magnet fastener, name and chapter ID. $13, 
plus shipping. Ch. JB, c/o Heidi. 719-528-5313 
or heidi@cburnett.net.

  Silver star letter opener P.E.O. 
engraved. Lovely for gifts. Gift-boxed. $25, plus  
$6 S&H. Ch. FQ, c/o Heidi deLisser, 3470 NW 
7th St, Miami, FL 33125. hdelisser@aol.com.

  P.E.O. logo bridge cards Our high- 
quality boxed sets are a lovely gift or recognition. 
1 black and 1 white deck, each include the P.E.O. 
letters and marguerite. $20, plus shipping. Ch. 
HB/FL. rconley5592@aol.com or 772-453-3469.

  P.E.O. bag $45. Ch. FS. More info 
at www.peoiowa.org, 515-532-2228 or 
mikesuemechem@gmail.com. 

  Newsletter template Includes 
images/logos, $10. Cparkman.peo@gmail.com. 
Ch. AG/GA

  P.E.O. chapter garden flag  
Waterproof 14" x 20" flag with your chapter 
letters! $25 ppd. Checks payable to Ch. JP,  
c/o Melinda Fish, 1105 Williamsburg Pl, 
Lawrence, KS 66049.

  Classy 3" x 1" namebadge  
Gold laminate pin/magnet, state, chapter, polka 
dot ribbon, etc! Yearbook page pin storage. 
337-280-5779 or srodemacher@gmail.com. 
$14 or $15, plus shipping to Ch. AT.

  Play daisy bingo Facts about our 
Founders instead of numbers, $25 ppd. Also, 
Bee Smart about the P.E.O. Constitution and CA 
state bylaws, $25 ppd. Each set has 100 cards. 
Great for programs! Checks to Ch. DO, PO Box 
4127, Riverside, CA 92514-4127. 951-809-3673.

  Kitchen towels All cotton. Bright  
set (pink, turquoise, green) with P.E.O. design, 
$36/set ppd. White with P.E.O. or daisy design 
(please specify), $12/each ppd. Ch. FL, c/o 
Joan P, 15604 Acacia Rd, Oklahoma City, OK 
73170. kitchentowels4sisters@yahoo.com. 

  The P.E.O. Story on DVD A 30- 
min. dramatization of the origin of P.E.O. This 
delightful and entertaining movie is perfect  
for your Founders’ Day program. $25, plus  
$3 S&H to Ch. ET, c/o Joanne Gravelle,  
11360 W. 76th Way, Arvada, CO 80005.

  P.E.O. garden flag P.E.O. letters and 
lovely watercolor marguerites printed on both 
sides of heavy vinyl. 12" x 18" flag to be used 
with your own flag stand. $25, plus $5 S&H. 
Send checks to Ch. AE, PO Box 8, Christine,  
ND 58015.

  Portable president’s lectern 
Folds flat, featherweight, only 8.5 oz., made 
from durable foam core - very STURDY! 
Lovingly crafted. $48 ppd. Includes sturdy 
storage box. Make check payable to Ch. CP, 
c/o Mary Lou Troyer, 249 E Woodland Rd,  
Lake Bluff, IL 60044. 

Our Seven Sisters as told in a beautiful 
paper doll book for a Founders’ Day program  
or gift. $17 ppd. Ch. DP, c/o Maureen Davis, 
3412 61st St, Lubbock, TX 79413.

  P.E.O. mobius scarf Beautiful, 
washable rayon, large daisy print infinity  
scarf with red background and yellow and  
blue daisies. $15 ppd. Checks payable to  
Ch. KQ, c/o Jodell Larkin, 70 Coppergate Ct,  
St. Peters, MO 63376. 636-688-5925  
or jlarkin70@charter.net.

  Field of daisies bookmark 2" x 
8.5". $2/each or 6 for $10. Checks to Ch. IP,  
c/o Mary Cunliffe, 12442 Barony Dr, Dubuque, 
IA 52001. 563-584-9727.

  Sterling P.E.O. necklace Dainty 
(measures 3/4" x 1/4") with 16" or 18" chain – 
please specify length. Sterling. $49.95, plus  
$1.95 S&H. Checks to Ch. K, c/o CJ Gray,  
325 Eagles Walk, Gastonia, NC 28056.

  BIL pins All metal, die-struck 1/2" 
square with polished raised letters and  
military clutch back. $10/each ppd. Checks  
to Ch. L, 1400 Cedar Point Rd, Lagrange,  
KY 40031. marthahe23@gmail.com.

  Daisy magnets For car, mailbox or 
fridge! 7" round, white and yellow daisy with 
P.E.O. in center. $12/each, plus $6 S&H for  
1-10 magnets. Ch. AN, c/o Monica Johnson, 
107 Glenn Burnie Dr, Easley, SC 29642.  
buffjohns@aol.com.

  Seven Founders cards Full color, 
one sister on each card. 5.5" x 4.25", as seen 
in Jan/Feb 2015 Record. Pack of 7 with 
envelopes, $12 ppd. Checks to Ch. DP,  
c/o Hilde Weintraub, 209 Galaxy Way,  
Lompoc, CA 93436. 805-733-1699 or  
hilde.weintraub2@verizon.net. 

  Elegant emblem holder Magnetic, 
with engraved star, name, chapter letters and 
state, $12. Name and star only, $10. Can be 
made into a pin-back. All sales to the P.E.O. 
projects! Email Susan Keller at skeller68@
charter.net for more info. Ch. HZ/St Louis, MO.

P.E.O. rubber jar grippers Daisy or  
star, pics on website. $3/each. Ordering info  
at www.peochapterbsva.org. Ch. BS/VA.

  Daisy pin guard This 3/8" antique 
brass, white daisy has a 2" chain with a safety 
pin attachment. $20 to Ch. MQ, c/o Christine 
Trimble, 2210 Heartland Rdg, Jefferson City, 
MO 65109. ct@dulletrimble.com.

ITEMS FOR|sale
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  Charming daisy print Great gift to 
honor new initiates, officers, P.E.O. shut-ins, 
etc. Artwork resembling vintage seed packet 
(4" x 6") by IN artist Cheryl Harris. $5.50/each, 
plus $3 S&H (up to 10 prints); Canada $10 S&H. 
Ch. EN, Martel Plummer, martelp7@gmail.com. 

  Rhinestone letters and 
multicolored spark Let your love of  
P.E.O. shine for all to see. These iron-on 
rhinestone transfers can be applied to almost 
any fabric item. P.E.O. crystal 1.5" x 5" for  
$4, multicolored spark 3" x 5" for $8, or 1 P.E.O. 
crystal and 1 multicolored spark for $10 ppd. 
Checks to Ch. AX, c/o Julie Cahoj, 15189 Rd BB, 
Atwood, KS 67730. 785-626-5054.

DVD on our Founders Excellent chapter 
program, Founders’ Day program or new 
member orientation. Flashback to 1869. 
Learn our 7 Founders’ personalities. See 
their fashions and how they lived. 19 min. of 
narrated slides, videos and music. $25, plus  
$3 S&H. Ch. DW, c/o Gwenda McCall, 704 SE 
38th Dr, Gresham, OR 97080. 503-667-5974.

  TLC fleece, crocheted edge 
daisy throw $35, plus shipping. Contact 
Sharon Sue Harvey at rmhssh7@gmail.com, 
479-876-8799 or 479-721-5741.

  Graceful, classic P.E.O. jewelry 
Letters or star! Chokers: 16" for $20. Bracelets:  
7.5" for $15. $5 S&H, up to 8 pieces. Ch. XW/
CA. karentreaccar@gmail.com to order.

  Painted daisy notes 5.5" x 4.25", 
pack of 5 with env. $9 ppd. Ch. OI, c/o Lorrie 
Etheredge, 10569 Reagan Ct, Peosta, IA 52068.

  Marguerite purse hook Keep your 
purse off dirty floors and securely at your  
side. $18 ppd. Checks to Ch. MX, c/o Connie 
Minnes, 3037 Rutherford Dr, Urbana, IL 61802.

  P.E.O. Founders bookmarks  
Laminated bookmarks, great for gifts. 2/$1, 
plus shipping. Ch. K, c/o Susan Kautzsch  
at smkautzsch@gmail.com. 

  Beautiful embroidered pin 
holder w/member’s name 2.5" x 3.5", 
white with gold embroidery. $15 ppd. Ch. FK/
OR. Email carturner@yahoo.com for order form.

Marguerite postcard Created by Ch. E/
MN sister. Send hello, get well, happy birthday, 
etc. Order pack of 25 (or more) for $12, plus 
$2.75 S&H. shellief@mchsi.com.

P.E.O. napkins Perfect to hostess a 
chapter meeting! 25 beverage-sized, white  
with gold P.E.O. imprinting. $7.50/each ppd. 
Checks to Ch. FC, c/o Ann Delach, 5405 
N Seminole Ave, Tampa, FL 33604. Email 
anndelach@hotmail.com for photo. 

Luggage tags For prices and designs, 
email jbilltbill@aol.com, Ch. DT.

  Restyled “Sisters of the Heart” 
mug with P.E.O. star on a field of marguerites, 
yellow interior and handle. $12, plus shipping. 
Orders to Ch. D/RI, c/o Betsy Fitzgerald,  
170 Rhode Island Blvd, Portsmouth, RI 02871. 
BetsFitzPEO@gmail.com.

  The center of P.E.O. calligraphy 
notecards 6 cards/envelopes for $10 ppd. 
(6.25" x 4.25"). Checks to Ch. EP/WI, c/o Barb 
Sackett, W 1309 Alpine Rd, Brooklyn, WI 53521. 
barb@countsunlimited.com. 

  P.E.O. daisy visor Slide on, khaki with 
custom patch with letters. $12, plus $3 S&H. 
Send orders to Dordie Roberts, Ch. GT, 280  
S Collier Blvd #1105, Marco Island, FL 34145.

  New 20-minute Founders’ Day 
video A Star-Laced Legacy is now available 
from Ch. AI/Lincoln, NE. $22, plus $3 S&H. Send 
email to peostarvideo@gmail.com to order. 

  Let others know you’re a P.E.O. 
4" x 5" window clings can be displayed on any 
window surface using static with no sticky 
mess! Can be removed and replaced with 
ease. $4/each to Ch. LR, c/o Patti Blair, 4045 
Cambridge Crossing Dr, St Charles, MO  
63304. pblair4546@gmail.com or contact  
us through our website: sites.google.com/ 
site/chapterlrpeo/fundraising.

  Fragrant daisy soap 2 pack. $6, 
plus $2 S&H/each, minimum chapter order of 
5. Daisy 2 pack (5 x $8=$40 minimum order). 
Checks to Ch. JH, PO Box 638, Cypress, TX 
77410 or call Julie at 281-213-4773 for details. 

  Performance wear logo shirts 
Moisture-wicking tees for active wear, socials  
and fundraisers. Navy, white or gold with P.E.O. 
daisy logo. State “left chest” or “center front.”  
XS-4XL. Men’s long sleeve (order 1 size down.) 
Long ($22) or short-sleeve ($20) ppd. Ch. NB, 
c/o Linda Schreier, 5379 Reber Pl, St Louis, MO 
63139. peoshirts@gmail.com or 314-609-8661. 
Allow 8 weeks.

  Garden flag 11" x 17" with your chapter 
letters. $20, plus shipping. Make checks 
payable to Ch. FM, 2158 Calusa Lakes Blvd, 
Nokomis, FL 34275.

  Bejeweled wreath magnetic  
emblem holder 1.5" diameter metal 
circle with silver and gold flowers. Your 
P.E.O. emblem is secured to the fabric 
center. Additional rings may be affixed to 
accommodate emblem guards. Please specify 
number of rings required. $25 ppd. Orders  
are shipped July 15 and November 15. Send 
check to Ch. CL, c/o Becky Vannatter,  
14903 Bramblewood Dr, Houston, TX 77079.  
281-496-6452 or bvannatter@aol.com.

Cakes for Cottey Baked for your Cottey 
student! $20 payable to Ch. DW/Nevada, MO. 
Questions? Email bakennedy01@gmail.com  
or call 417-321-1842.

  P.E.O.-opoly game Perfect 
for Founder’s Day or an anytime activity. 
Templates, instructions for assembly,  
7 tokens and dice. $20 ppd (add’l tokens, $5). 
Ch. AB, 2104 Twin Peaks Ct, Frederick, MD 
21702. corsair45@comcast.net.

Daisy design Swedish washcloths 
$7/each ppd. Text or email for other great 
designs! Ch. T, c/o Dawn Kuhn, 719 Fairway 
Park Rd, Aberdeen, WA 98520. 360-580-5180 
or tanddkuhn@msn.com.

  P.E.O. postcards Eye-catching 
postcards to help you keep in touch with your  
sisters. Fifty (50) sturdy 4" x 6" postcards, 
printed front and back. $15 ppd. Front: “P.E.O…
Giving Women The Power to Bloom and 
Grow” is centered over a purple and white 
daisy background. Back: Divided for address 
and message; “Sisters Helping Sisters Reach 
for the Stars” and www.peointernational.org 
are centered on the bottom. Checks to Ch. 
CF, 2985 Broxton Lane, York, PA 17402. For 
questions, email srhopkins@verizon.net.

Founders’ Day musical Stephen Foster 
melodies with lyrics about six of our seven 
Founders. Includes handwritten music score 
for two-part, word sheets for singers, recipes 
and script for an “announcer” and each of  
the seven Founders. Very singer-friendly!  
$35 to CZ/MO, c/o S. Stock. 660-665-8416.

  Marguerite and star pendant    
P.E.O. letters in various bead colors. Each 
unique! 5" long, multi-strands; lobster claw 
clasp for a necklace. $25 ppd. Ch. KK, c/o 
Debra Zoglmann, 1002 S. Clay, Nevada, MO 
64772. debzjewelrystation@gmail.com.

  Two pairs of pierced earrings  
One pair of silver stars, the other stemmed 
yellow daisies in a lovely organza pouch.  
$11 check, including postage per pouch,  
to Ch. EK, c/o Donna LaValle, 25 Fore Dr,  
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168.

  Color P.E.O. beautiful! Meeting 
program idea – coloring is perfect for a  
meeting activity. Package includes 13 master 
pages of artwork to print; 4 coloring pages,  
4 notecards, 4 postcards, 2 bookmarks,  
clip art and tips page, all emailed to you.  
$20 for complete package. Ch. GB, c/o Susan 
Guntren, R.R. 1, Box 53, Eldred, IL 62027. 
peosistergb@gmail.com.

  Daisy notecards Original watercolor 
artwork on folded notecards made with heavy 
cardstock (4.25" x 5.5"). $12 ppd for pack of 5 
with envelopes. Checks to Ch. NE, c/o Eileen 
Wargo, 1428 Royal St. George Dr, Naperville,  
IL 60563.

  Sisters of love blanket is back! 
Beautiful blanket, originally sold by Ch. XI/CA, 
is now being offered by Ch. AO/MD. $79 ppd  
to U.S. address. Contact Nicole Ryan at  
443-235-1825 or nhastings325@gmail.com.

ITEMS FOR|sale
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  P.E.O. car magnet Large 6" x 4"  
oval eye-catching magnet designed by one  
of our sisters. Durable vinyl finish. Use on  
cars, mailbox, refrigerator, as a gift, etc. Has 
drawn other P.E.O. sisters to our chapter.  
$8 ppd. Checks payable to Ch. ES, c/o Diane 
Chaddock, 3862 N. Marlow Rd, Apache 
Junction, AZ 85119. dkchaddock@gmail.com. 

  P.E.O. charms (Pandora-style) in 
sterling silver and two-tone. 3 styles: star, 
marguerites and bees. Silver $39; Two-tone 
$49. Purchase them at vachapterazpeo.org, 
email orders@vachapterazpeo.org or call Ch. 
AZ/VA at 703-554-4594 for more information.

  Keeps drinks hot/cold up to  
6 hours! Stainless or white with blue  
P.E.O. logo. $20, plus $5 S&H. Ch. JL/TX.  
julie@wadeandjulie.com.

  Sister artist stationary Chapter LQ 
is blessed with artist sisters! Purchase a pack 
of the same five or a pack of one of each for 
$6 ppd. Order at sueaspeth@hotmail.com.

  Needlepoint yearbook covers 
Approximately 4.5" x 6.25", any color, stitched 
with love by Chapter LQ. $10/each ppd. Order 
at sueaspeth@hotmail.com.

  Daisy and ladybug notecards 
Original artwork on folded 4.25" x 5.5" cards.  
10 pack with envelopes for $20, plus $2 S&H. 
Checks to Ch. HI, c/o Rebecca Wall, 5167 
Marlborough Dr, San Diego, CA 92116. Comes 
with ribbon and daisy sticker. Great for gifts. 
Email rebeccatwall@gmail.com

  P.E.O. Sisterhood sticky notes 
50-sheet, white pad with original design of 3 
colorable marguerites and P.E.O. Sisterhood  
at bottom. $4/pad (min. 5 pad order), plus 
$2 postage. Checks to Ch. FH, c/o Marie 
Butler, 1505 Highland Dr, Hastings, NE 68901.

P.E.O. on the go bag tags for luggage, 
totes, gifts, etc. Let everyone know you’re  
a proud P.E.O.! 1 for $5 or 4 for $18, ppd.  
Checks to Ch. I/CO, c/o Betsy Ross. For more 
information, email chapeyegrlyco@gmail.com.

  Rock star necklace Gold-tone star 
on smooth grey rock, approx. 1" x 1/2". Black 
leather-like cord. 17.25" with 2.25" chain for 
adjustable length. Each necklace is unique!  
$20 ppd. Ch. AS, c/o Sue Cox, 724 Elm,  
Coos Bay, OR 97420.

  Margaret Parker’s greeting 
cards A set of 8 watercolor reproductions, 
4.5" x 5.5", for $10. Contact Ch. BK, Doris 
Larson at sanctuary3@mac.com.

  Fused glass marguerite 
pendants Unique, hand-crafted pins. 
Choose shape, size, color, intensity, clarity  
and placement. $35 ppd. Email Ch. EZ at 
airsong1@aol.com for order form.

  Hand-painted watercolor and 
calligraphy print Lovely 5" x 7" matted 
print. $15, plus shipping. Ch. Y, c/o Judy  
Harold, 4732 46th Ave SE, Lacey, WA 98503.  
judyharoldpea@yahoo.com or 208-220-2360.

  P.E.O. 3" x 6" logo window 
clings and stickers Printed in yellow on 
clear vinyl. Stickers have adhesive backings. 
Clings of static vinyl can be displayed on any 
glass surface. $5/each or 3/$12 ppd. Ch. EM. 
Email peoemmi@gmail.com for order form.

Homes
  The Colorado P.E.O. Chapter  

House in Colorado Springs has been a  
Colorado state project since 1966. The 
Chapter House provides 7 independent- 
living retirement apartments and meals  
for P.E.O.’s. Traveling P.E.O.s may enjoy one 
of our guest stay rooms. Area chapters 
and others may also meet here. For more 
information, go to www.peochapterhouse.org, 
email colopeo@msn.com, write to 1819 W 
Cheyenne Rd, Colorado Springs, CO 80906  
or call 719-473-7670.

  The Nebraska P.E.O. Home 
located in Beatrice, Nebraska, is licensed 
as a 20-bed assisted living. Our home is 
unique with a warm home environment, 
home-cooked meals and an all-around family 
feeling. Activities are planned regularly at the 
P.E.O. Home and in the community. Active 
members of P.E.O. and P.E.O. sponsored 
female relatives are eligible for residency. If 
interested, contact Shari Little, Administrator, 
at nebraskapeohome@outlook.com or call 
402-228-4208.

  Experience beautiful Idaho!  
Just 20 minutes from Boise – independent 
retirement living in 8 homes and 4 suites.  
Visit www.peochapterhouseidaho.org or call 
208-459-3552.

Books
Be the CEO of your P.E.O. kitchen! 
Cooking from the Heart cookbook includes 
nearly 600 recipes, many from our Founders. 
A gift of taste for sisters, family and friends. 
Hardcover with spiral binding, $20/each ppd. 
Make check out to Ch. LO and mail to 494  
Piney Point Dr, Roach, MO 65787. Questions? 
Email nrns04mckinney@socket.net or call 
573-374-5438.

  Child’s first cookbook Laughter 
is the best ingredient. “My First Cookbook” 
is a great way to bond with children of all 
ages. Humorously presented recipes and 
illustrations bring fun to everyone. $20 ppd. 
Ch. FV, c/o Donna Aldrich, 1490 Albatross,  
Sanibel, FL 33957. donna@zebis.com.

400+ recipes! Classy gift, cookbook of 
sisters’ favorites. Hardcover, 3-ring, indexed. 
Ch. GB/OR coast. $15 ppd. nanjfitz@gmail.com. 

  A Loving Concern – Ways to 
Show You Care Suggestions for ways  
to provide love and care in cases of illness, 
grief and special circumstances. $15, plus 
$3.34 S&H. Contact Chapter CI/NC at  
peo.education.funding@gmail.com to order.

  Daisy Delights Hundreds of our 
favorite recipes. $15 ppd. Ch. T, c/o Gay 
Jacobs, 465 Severn Ave, Tampa, FL 33606. 
ggjhappy@aol.com.

ITEMS FOR|sale

Looking for the 
P.E.O. B&B listing?

It is available 24/7 on the P.E.O. 
member website at https://

members.peointernational.org/
bedandbreakfast.

This online listing provides the  
most up-to-date information  
and can easily be printed in its 

entirety or by specific locations.

If you have questions about  
the P.E.O. Bed & Breakfast  

program contact us at  
commassist@peodsm.org.

Remember to review photographs of all available items at 
https://members.peointernational.org/itemsforsale
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TECH|tip

MAXIMIZING THE BENEFITS OF TECHNOLOGY—

Make it Work for You!
by Lucy Thoms, Digital Communication Specialist

Technology helps us accomplish so much and it allows us to stay connected in ways we 
never thought possible. Below are some tips to help make technology work for you and to 
help you avoid its little frustrations. 

 �Keep track of your usernames 
and passwords. Find a system 
that works for you—there are 
online tools that will save these for 
you, or you can simply write them 
down. Either way, having a record 
of any new accounts you create 
will alleviate frustration down the 
road. Tip—update your passwords 
every so often. This is a good 
practice to keep your accounts 
and information safe.

 �Update your devices’ operating 
systems and apps regularly. 
These updates aren’t there to 
be inconvenient or to take up 
space—they help devices run 
more efficiently. Some apps and 
programs can’t run on outdated 
operating systems. 

 �Determine if your device needs 
antivirus software or other 
security protection. There  
are many options available,  
and what you need will vary  
based on the type of device  
and its operating system. 

 �Review your internet browser 
settings. Did you know that the 
way a website works is often 
dependent on your personal 
internet browser settings? This can 
include things like font size, how 
documents download or whether 
fields autofill for you. Tip—check 
your PDF reader settings to make 
sure PDF documents you access 
on P.E.O.’s website (or others) are 
set to download in a way that’s 
convenient for you. 

 �Take breaks. Too much screen time 
is bad for all of us—it affects our 
eyes, attention spans and our ability 
to focus. It’s okay to walk away for 
a while! Turn off your notifications, 
put your phone in the other room or 

turn it off all together. Tip—if  
you spend all day at a computer, 
try the 20-20-20 rule: every  
20 minutes, look at something  
20 feet away for 20 seconds to  
give your eyes and mind a rest.

 �Think about the positive things 
technology allows you to do. 
Whether it’s video-calling your 
grandchildren, completing a 
P.E.O. project application online, 
connecting with old or new friends 
on Facebook or taking the stress 
out of simple tasks—technology 
connects us and saves us time  
in so many ways. 

 �Use technology to learn 
something new. Listen to a 
podcast or watch a video to  
learn a new skill or to dive into 
a topic that interests you. The 
possibilities are endless! 

 �Find ways technology can help 
you every day. Think about the 
things you do every day that take 
up a lot of time or are frustrating, 
and see if there’s a way to simplify 
the task with an online tool. For 
example, set a reminder to do a 
task, talk to your bank or healthcare 
provider about what digital tools 
they offer or use an app that tracks 
your daily habits for you. 

P.E.O. Online
P.E.O.’s online presence continues to 
grow and evolve as we take advantage 
of technology to make the P.E.O. 
member experience easier and 
hopefully more fun! Here are a few 
things you can do online with P.E.O.:    

 �Connect with us on social media. 
Get updates and ideas or see what 
members and recipients are doing 
around the world. See page 34 for 
our platforms. 

 �Introduce a Woman to P.E.O.  
If you know someone who would 
make a good P.E.O. and she lives  
in a different location than you,  
use the “Introduction of a Woman 
Who Is Not a P.E.O.” online form.  
Her information will automatically 
be sent to chapters in her area. 
Visit https://members.
peointernational.org and  
click on Introduce a Woman.

 �Hone your leadership skills.  
The P.E.O. Leadership Development 
Initiative has several modules 
available to help you with  
different leadership skills at  
www.peoleadership.org.  

 �Find a P.E.O. Bed & Breakfast for 
your next trip. Meeting P.E.O.s 
on your trip and supporting our 
projects is a win-win! Visit https://
members.peointernational.org/
bedandbreakfast for the full listing. 

 �Help a sister who’s moving find a 
new chapter. The corresponding 
secretary should update her 
address using the online “Change  
in Membership” (CIM) form and 
send the “Notice of Member in  
Your Area” form to local chapters 
and the state, provincial or district 
organizer in her new area.

 �Learn about our 150th 
Anniversary celebrations.  
P.E.O. turns 150 in 2019, and we 
want everyone to join in on the  
fun. Visit www.peo150.org regularly 
for information and updates. 

 ��Read The Record on the go. The 
P.E.O. Record is available online so 
you can enjoy it wherever you are. 
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TO THE|point

Celebrating  
150 years of 
Women Helping 
Women Reach 
for the Stars! 
Please see page 9 of 
this magazine for more 
information regarding the 
upcoming P.E.O. 150th 
anniversary including 
information on the 150 
Fund, pictorial history 
book, commemorative 
jewelry piece and local 
chapter resources. Visit 
www.peo150.org to 
quickly access more 
information any time. 

“Introduction of a Woman 
Who is Not a P.E.O.” Form
There is now an online form 
for members who would like 
to introduce someone to P.E.O. 
who does not live in the same 
geographic area. When submitted, 
notifications are sent automatically 
to chapters in her area, as well 
as to that state/province/district 
chapter’s organizer. Visit https://
members.peointernational.org/
peointroduction.

Cottey Graduates 
Cottey graduates have the opportunity to let local P.E.O. chapters know  

of their interest in becoming a member of the Sisterhood. Each local  
chapter determines whom to consider for membership, but the form  
at cotteygrad.com allows alumnae to contact the P.E.O. Coordinator  

of Membership Development to express interest in learning more  
about our organization.  

Cottey College Viewpoint 
The Cottey College Viewpoint is available online. This digital magazine is  

filled with news briefs and inspiring stories about Cottey College alumnae, 
faculty, staff and friends of the College. You may view current and  

archived issues at www.cottey.edu/viewpoint/.

Spring Convention Project Mailing 
Every state/provincial/district (s/p/d) president has been sent enough packets 
of project information cards, project fact charts and special 150th anniversary 

postcards to distribute one to each chapter at their s/p/d convention. 
Delegates receiving such packets are to give these project materials to their 

respective local chapter president immediately following convention.

Gift Acknowledgments 
Chapter gifts to our projects are acknowledged on the back cover of this  
issue of The P.E.O. Record. Projects gifts by individuals are acknowledged  
by the executive office. Named or designated gifts, as well as large gifts  
above a certain level as determined by the P.E.O. project or Foundation,  
are acknowledged by each board of trustees. Gifts to Cottey College  

by chapters and individuals are acknowledged by the College. 

Follow P.E.O. International on Social Media 
For ideas, inspiration, news and more, follow P.E.O. 
International on its social media channels. Look for the 
P.E.O. emblem to identify International Chapter’s official 
accounts. Following the official accounts ensures you 
get the most up-to-date, accurate information about 
our Sisterhood!

Facebook: PEO International

Instagram: @peointernational

LinkedIn: International Chapter  
of the P.E.O. Sisterhood

Twitter: @PEOSisterhood

P.E.O. Philanthropic Projects Fact Chart   For current facts and forms, go to peointernational.org

Cottey College Educational Loan Fund (ELF) International Peace  
Scholarship (IPS) Program for Continuing Education (PCE) P.E.O. Scholars  

Awards (PSA) STAR Scholarship

Eligibility

•  High school girls should have a minimum grade point 
average of 2.6 and a 21 ACT or 970 SAT score

•  International applicants must have a minimum score of  
68 overall and 17 for all sub-scores on the Test of English  
as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) internet-based test (ibt) 
or an overall International English Usage Testing System 
(IEUTS) band score of 5.5

•  Transfer applicants should have a minimum grade  
point average of 2.6 in at least 12 hours of college-level  
(non-remedial) coursework

•  A focus on women’s leadership and social responsibility 
makes Cottey ideal for ambitious girls and women to succeed

•  Recommended by a P.E.O. chapter with a favorable voice vote on  
the amount of the loan

•  Citizen or legal permanent resident of the United States or Canada 
and resides in the United States or Canada

•  Submits application within six to 24 months prior to stated graduation 
or course completion date

•  Accepted in an accredited U.S. or Canadian postsecondary institution
• Has a high school diploma or equivalent
• Meets the minimum credit score of 625
•  Does not exceed the indebtedness limit for degree level
• Has two qualified cosigners for the loan
• Needs financial assistance

•  Citizen of country other than United States 
or Canada 

•  Graduate student or student attending 
Cottey College 

•  Eligibility information and form are  
available to students on the P.E.O. 
International website 

•  Recommended by a P.E.O. chapter 
•  Enrolled in a certification or degree program; not a doctoral degree program 
•  Citizen or legal permanent resident of United States or Canada 
•  Studying and living in U.S. or Canada for entire course of study 
•  At least 24 consecutive months as a non-student sometime in her adult life 
•  Within 24 consecutive months of completing her educational program which, 

at the conclusion, will lead to employment or job advancement

•  Citizen or legal permanent resident  
of United States or Canada 

•  Nominated by a local chapter 
•  Pursuing a doctoral level degree 
•  Must be within two years of degree 

completion, with at least one academic 
year remaining from the date the first 
award payment is made (August 1) 

•  Full-time enrollment at an accredited 
U.S. or Canadian college or university 

•  Priority to women well established in 
their program 

•  Exhibits excellence in leadership, academics, 
extracurricular activities, community service  
and potential for future success

•  Minimum cumulative unweighted GPA of 3.0  
on a 4.0 scale

•  In the final academic year (senior year) of 
secondary education and is 20 years of age  
or under at the end of the calendar year

•  Citizen or legal permanent resident of United 
States or Canada 

•  Plans to attend an accredited U.S. or Canadian 
postsecondary institution, full- or part-time,  
in fall of the academic year after graduation

• Recommended by a P.E.O. chapter

Grant, Loan,
Scholarship, 

Award

•  Domestic applicants are encouraged to complete the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), and 
international applicants must complete the CSS Profile

•  Institutional scholarships available include merit, need-
based, athletic, and fine arts

•  P.E.O. scholarships and awards
•  Federal grants based on need
•  Loans

•  Loans available to qualified women who desire a higher education 
and are in need of financial assistance

•  Maximum loan is $12,000 (USD) for a non-degree accredited 
program, an associate or bachelor’s degree; $15,000 (USD)  
for a master’s degree; and $20,000 (USD) for a doctoral degree

• The current interest rate is 2%
•  Online programs at accredited schools will be considered
•  Internships or study abroad included in an accredited U.S.  

or Canadian degree program may be eligible

•  Scholarship based upon demonstrated need 
•  Maximum $12,500 scholarship

•  Provides grants to women whose education has been interrupted and who 
find it necessary to return to school to complete a degree or certification that 
will improve their marketable skills for employment to support themselves 
and/or their families 

•  One-time only need-based grants awarded for academic, technical or  
online courses 

•  To be used only for educational expenses (e.g., tuition, books, supplies, 
transportation, childcare while in class, required uniforms, testing fees  
and equipment/tools)

•  Maximum $3,000 grant; lesser amounts may be requested and/or awarded 

•  Highly-competitive $15,000 award 
•  Merit award, recognizing academic 

excellence, achievements and 
potential; not based on financial need 

•  Potential to make a positive impact  
on society 

•  Scholars notified by May 1

•  $2,500 scholarship 
•  Recipients will be notified by April 30

Renewals and
Financial Aid

•  Contingent upon meeting renewal requirements and  
eligibility of funds

•  First loan must be repaid in full before second loan application  
is considered

•  Procedure for second loan is the same as for the original loan

•  A recipient is eligible to apply for one 
renewal of her scholarship

•  None •  None •  None

Contract

•  Students submit a tuition deposit prior to May 1 to secure  
a place in the upcoming fall class, which is credited to 
students’ accounts upon enrollment

•  Students sign Cottey College Honor Code

•  Simple interest accrual begins upon stated graduation date and  
billed annually

•  Monthly payments begin six months following stated graduation date
•  Loans up to $15,000 due eight years from stated graduation date; 

loans greater than $15,000 due 10 years from stated graduation date

•  Student will return to a country outside 
of the U.S. or Canada within 60 days of 
completing her degree program (VISA 
status permitting), unless approved for 
optional practical training

•  None •  Full time in program 
•  Confirmation of enrollment 
•  Use funds for necessary expenses 

incurred while pursuing the doctoral 
degree 

•  Periodic progress reports

•  Confirmation of enrollment required

Application
Forms

•  Application for admission can be found at  
cottey.edu/admission/apply

• Online submission only
•  Online Chapter Recommendation Form must be submitted to the 

P.E.O. Executive Office at least six months prior to the candidate’s 
graduation or course completion date 

•  Once Chapter Recommendation Form and Letter are complete and 
candidate eligibility confirmed, online instructions and link are sent  
to student

•  If eligibility is established, the applicant  
will receive instructions and a link to the 
online application 

•  Online/electronic submission only 
•  Full instructions for local chapter are posted on PCE portion of the  

P.E.O. International website 
•  Once eligibility is established and Chapter Recommendation Form and 

Letter are complete, online instructions and link are sent to applicant

•  Online instructions and link sent to 
nominee from P.E.O. Executive Office 
upon receipt of Chapter Nomination 
Form and Letter

•  Online Submission: Chapter Recommendation  
Form and instructions are available on the  
P.E.O. International website 

•  Recommended students are emailed a link  
with instructions to set up an online account  
to submit application 

Application 
Requirements

•  Application for admission
•  Official high school transcript or GED certificate
•  Standardized test scores 
•  Personal statement and/or teacher recommendation may  

be requested
•  $20 non-refundable application fee
•  Official college transcripts, whether or not credit was received
•  Official ACT or SAT test scores

• Applicant must agree to all loan terms
•  Two adult cosigners must meet the minimum credit score of 650
•  Each installment requires a separate promissory note. Borrower  

and cosigners must sign, notarize and return each note before  
the check is issued

•  Application material 
•  Four recommendations (three for renewals)
•  Confirmation of admission to graduate study 
•  Round-trip or return travel expense 

guaranteed to home country upon 
completion of student’s terminal  
degree program 

•  Transcripts, if applicable

•  Chapter Recommendation Form and Letter 
•  Application Form 
•  Income and Expense Statement

•  Application Form 
•  Written proposal 
•  Original transcripts 
• Three recommendations

•  Online Chapter Recommendation Form and Letter 
•  Online Student Profile Form, Activity Charts  

and Essay 
•  Two letters of reference 
•  Unofficial high school transcript through 11th grade 

(junior year) 
•  Province conversion grading scale from Canadian 

applicants

Time to Apply

•  Applicants are strongly encouraged to apply early as Cottey 
College admits students on a rolling, or ongoing, basis until 
capacity is reached

• Applications are processed year-round
•  Applicant must be within six to 24 months of graduation or course 

completion date to receive funds

•  Completed Eligibility Form must be 
submitted online between September 15 
and December 15

•  A chapter recommendation must be submitted no less than 10 weeks prior 
to the start term date for which the grant is requested 

•  However, a recommendation cannot be accepted more than four months 
in advance of the start term date

•  Online nominations from local  
chapters accepted from August 20  
to November 20

Online Submission:
•  Chapter recommendations must only be submitted 

between September 1 and November 1 
•  Required student application items are due no later 

than 30 days after the student link with application 
instructions has been sent

Sponsor •  None • Local chapter, by voice vote •  None •  Local chapter, by voice vote •  Local chapter, by voice vote •  Local chapter, by voice vote

Special  
Information

•  Named one of the best in the Midwest by U.S. News & World 
Report and Best Value Schools

•  Listed in College Affordability Guide
•  Recognized on the President’s Higher Education Community 

Service Honor Roll
•  Accredited bachelor and associate degree programs
•  Located in Nevada, Missouri
•  Cottey College pays airfare/lodging for a week-long, 

sophomore-level European city excursion
•  Annual week-long summer workshop in June for high school 

girls who just completed their sophomore or junior year

•  Loans approved will not exceed amount recommended by  
sponsoring chapter

•  Monies received from the Educational Loan Fund shall not  
be used for debt reduction (educational, personal, etc.)

•  Partners in Peace is limited to single 
chapters. A gift of at least $500 must be 
sent with the Partners in Peace Form  
for a chapter to be partnered with an  
IPS recipient 

•  Named scholarships are available with  
the receipt of donations equal to the 
scholarship amount

•  Gifts of $3,000 entitle the donor to designate a PCE Named Grant as  
an honorarium or memorial 

•  Endowed awards are available when earnings on an endowment equal  
the award amount

•  Named awards are available with  
the receipt of donations equaling  
the award amount 

•  Endowed awards are available when 
earnings on an endowment equal the 
award amount 

•  The local chapter is designated as  
a Laureate Chapter for nominating  
a successful scholar or making a  
lump-sum contribution of $500

•  Funds must be used in the next academic year  
or be forfeited 

•  Chapter submits Cottey Interest Form 
•  Limit of one applicant per chapter per year 
•  Named scholarships are available with the receipt 

of donations equaling the award amount 
•  Endowed scholarships are available and will be 

awarded when earnings equal the award amount
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Creators of 

Incredible Futures

Cottey
College

Cottey College was founded in 1884 as a place where women 

could put their dreams in motion. In 1927, ownership of  

Cottey was gifted to the P.E.O. Sisterhood. Today Cottey 

is the only nonsectarian institution of higher learning  

in the country solely owned and supported by women.

Lending with Love

for Over 100 Years

P.E.O.
Educational

Loan Fund

The P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund,  

established in 1907, makes loans available to  

qualified women who desire higher education  

and are in need of financial assistance.

P.E.O. International 

Peace Scholarship

Fostering Peace

Through Education

The International Peace Scholarship Fund, established in 1949, 

is a program which provides scholarships for selected women 

from other countries for graduate study in the United States 

and Canada.

Members of P.E.O. believe that education is fundamental  

to world peace and understanding.

P.E.O. Program
for Continuing

Education

Funding Grants 
Today...For a

Brighter Tomorrow
P.E.O. Program for Continuing Education, established in 1973,  
is a need-based grant program providing one-time financial  
assistance to women whose education has been interrupted  
and who find it necessary to return to school to complete a 

degree or certification that will improve their marketable skills  
for employment to support themselves and/or their families.

Supporting Women...
Changing the World

P.E.O.
Scholar Awards

The P.E.O. Scholar Awards program,  established in 1991, provides educational  awards (currently $15,000) for women who  are pursuing a doctoral level degree at an  accredited college or university. 

Recognizing
Young Women ofStellar Achievement

P.E.O.STAR Scholarship

The P.E.O. STAR Scholarship was established in 2009 to provide 

scholarships for exceptional high school senior women  

to attend an accredited post secondary educational institution  

in the United States or Canada in the next academic year. 

More information, including  
how to donate, is available at 

www.peo150.org

Celebrate P.E.O.’s 
150th anniversary  
with a contribution to 
the P.E.O. 150 Fund!

$150 in honor of 150 years! 

With a goal of 100% local chapter 
participation, each chapter is encouraged  
to donate $150. 

Individual donations in any amount are also 
encouraged—make a donation to the fund  
in honor or in memory of a special P.E.O. in  
your life. 

The majority of these funds will be used 
to supplement the International Chapter 
philanthropic projects. 
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Send completed form, including your former address printed in the upper right corner  
(or give address at which magazine was last received), six weeks in advance of your move.

Mail	 Membership Dept., P.E.O. Executive Office
	 3700 Grand Ave., Des Moines, IA 50312-2899
Fax 	 The P.E.O. Record, 515-255-3820
Call 	� 800-343-4921 (automated line available 24 hours a day.  

May not be available in all areas of Canada.)
Email	 membership@peodsm.org
Web 	� peointernational.org (log in as a member and click on ‘manage membership’)

Automatic Address Change: The P.E.O. Record may be mailed to two different  
addresses if the same seasonal address is used at the same time every year. 

Address or Name Change (please print)

Chapter letter(s)_______________________________State/Province/District_ ________________________________ Date address effective____________________________

Name____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email address____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street or box address_ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________State/Province/District_ _______________________________________ ZIP/Postal code____________________________

Thank You!
Our local chapters  
and members have 

shown dedication,  

hard work and financial 
contributions for our 

projects and recipients.  

By working together,  

the following results  

have been achieved:

P.E.O. has given over $321 million in financial assistance to more than  
105,000 recipients of the ELF, IPS, PCE, PSA and STAR projects.

P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund loans are $195.4 million since 1907.

P.E.O. International Peace Scholarships are $37.9 million since 1949.

P.E.O. Program for Continuing Education grants are $55.3 million since 1973.

�P.E.O. Scholar Awards are $24.5 million since 1991.

P.E.O. STAR Scholarships are $8.5 million since 2009. 

In addition, P.E.O. has owned and supported Cottey College since 1927.  
Cottey is a dynamic independent baccalaureate-granting liberal arts 
and sciences institution that develops leadership qualities and a global 
perspective within its students throughout the entirety of their academic  
and co-curricular experience. In 2017-2018, over 75% of students had 
declared a 4-year major. Cottey College and P.E.O., together, are Creators  
of Incredible Futures!


