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promoting educational opportunities for women. Our sisterhood proudly makes a difference in women’s  
lives with six philanthropies that include Cottey College, a women’s college with two- and selected  
four-year programs, and five programs that provide higher educational assistance: P.E.O. Educational 
Loan Fund, P.E.O. International Peace Scholarship Fund, P.E.O. Program for Continuing Education, 
P.E.O. Scholar Awards and P.E.O. STAR Scholarship. P.E.O. is headquartered in Des Moines, Iowa.

P.E.O. (Philanthropic Educational Organization)  
is passionate about its mission:

Individual donors may make tax-deductible gifts to the above mentioned projects or through the P.E.O. 
Foundation. Checks should be made payable to the project or the P.E.O. Foundation and sent directly to the P.E.O. 
Executive Office. Donations may also be made online through the website peointernational.org. Look for the “Giving 
Opportunities” link on the home page.

All P.E.O. chapters are classified by the United States Internal Revenue Service as exempt from Federal income tax, but 
they are not Section 501(c)(3) charities. Consequently, contributions to P.E.O. chapters are not deductible as charitable 
contributions for Federal income tax purposes.

P.E.O. is a philanthropic organization where women celebrate the advancement of women; educate 
women through scholarships, grants, awards, loans and stewardship of Cottey College; and motivate women to 
achieve their highest aspirations.

For more information visit the website peointernational.org. A reprint of this page is available on the website under  
PROJECTS/PHILANTHROPIES.

P.E.O. Educational  
Loan Fund

Educational Loan Fund (ELF) is a 
revolving loan fund established in 
1907 to lend money to qualified 

women students to assist them in 
securing a higher education. 

P.E.O. International Peace  
Scholarship

P.E.O. International Peace  
Scholarship (IPS) Fund was  

established in 1949 to provide  
scholarships for international women 

students to pursue 
 graduate study in the  

United States and Canada.

P.E.O. Program for  
Continuing Education

P.E.O. Program for Continuing 
Education (PCE) was established in 
1973 to provide need-based grants 
to women in the United States and 
Canada whose education has been 

interrupted and who find it necessary 
to return to school to support  

themselves and/or their families.

P.E.O. Scholar Awards
P.E.O. Scholar Awards (PSA)  

was established in 1991 to provide 
substantial merit-based awards  
for women of the United States  
and Canada who are pursuing  
a doctoral level degree at an  

accredited college or university.

P.E.O. STAR Scholarship
The P.E.O. STAR Scholarship was 
established in 2009 to provide 
scholarships for exceptional high 
school senior women to attend  
an accredited postsecondary  

educational institution in the United 
States or Canada in the  

next academic year.

Cottey College
Cottey College is a fully-accredited 
private residential liberal arts and  

sciences college for women in 
Nevada, Missouri, with two-year 
and selected four-year programs.  
It has been owned and supported  

by the P.E.O. Sisterhood since 1927.

About P.E.O.
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It is with great humility that I accept this gavel and 
also the privilege of serving as president of 
International Chapter. P.E.O. has enriched my life 
beyond measure so it is a tremendous honor to 
have this opportunity to give back to my P.E.O. 
sisters by offering my service to the Sisterhood 
at large. The leaders before me paved a path that 
was built upon the foundation established by our 
Founders and will enable us to address the ever 
changing needs of women in today’s society. 
According to our historical records, Franc Roads 
Elliott had the perspective that “every day is a 
world made new.” If our Founders were still with 
us today, I believe they would be surprised, yet also 
proud, to see how far we have advanced their 
vision and have continued to enrich women’s lives 
around the world. 

I suspect our Founders would agree with the words of 
another woman who, although she was blind, had great 
vision. Helen Keller once wrote, “Optimism is the faith that 
leads to achievement.” P.E.O.s are noted for our optimism 
and also for our achievements. Our history shows we have 
surpassed every challenge we have accepted. We are an 
organization of optimistic, overachieving women who enjoy 
giving more than receiving. It has been that way since 
the early days of our sisterhood. 

One of the earliest challenges we accepted was in 
1916, when P.E.O.s were asked to increase the P.E.O. 
Educational Loan Fund to $100,000 by our 50th anniversary. 
Our members exceeded this challenge by over 10 percent.

In 1925 we accepted another challenge. P.E.O.s were 
asked to raise $100,000 for a memorial library on the 
campus of Iowa Wesleyan college to honor the Founders 
and our sisterhood. We met this challenge in September 
1927 when the library was dedicated to the college free 
of debt. But P.E.O. had more to accomplish that year. Just 
one month later P.E.O. accepted a gift from Virginia Alice 
Cottey Stockard and became owners of Cottey College. 

Cottey’s Defining Moments Campaign is the most recent 
example of our determination to exceed a tremendous 
challenge. Through donations from individual members, 

chapters, BILs, 
Cottey alumnae 
and friends, 
we achieved 
the goal of $35 
million in just 
four years—
months before 
the official 
end of this 
campaign. The 
volunteer  
support 
provided by 
P.E.O.s during 
our Chapter 
Challenge is 
unsurpassed. 
What’s even 
more amazing is that, during the time of this campaign, 
contributions to our five other philanthropic projects 
increased by an average of four percent per year. Our 
legacy continues—no challenge is too great for P.E.O.!

What other organization has a membership that is so 
giving and whose families are so supportive of its cause? 
The fact that our BILs are such advocates of P.E.O. speaks 
volumes about the good work we accomplish. In addition 
to being thankful for the selfless contributions of time, 
talent and financial support given by our members, 
we are grateful for the support from our BILs and our 
family members. 

It’s clear that P.E.O.s have a history of setting higher 
expectations once existing challenges are met. We don’t 
“join” P.E.O. to belong to an organization that fills a 

President’s MESSAGE

Reach New 
Heights

Acceptance Remarks at Convention of International Chapter by Maria Baseggio, President, International Chapter

       We don’t “join” P.E.O.  
   to belong to an organization     
          that fills a temporary need 
   or interest. . . we “commit” 
to P.E.O. for a lifetime because  
           of an unparalleled loyalty 
      to our philanthropic purpose  
               and to each other.
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temporary need or interest . . . we “commit” to P.E.O. 
for a lifetime because of an unparalleled loyalty to our 
philanthropic purpose and to each other. 

This is what sets P.E.O. apart from other organizations. 
This is what we need to continuously convey to women 
who may be candidates for membership because they 
share our values and are interested in our philanthropic 
purpose. By doing so, we can show them how P.E.O. helps 
fulfill a desire today’s women have for giving back to society. 
By doing so, we can exceed the greatest challenge facing 
P.E.O. in recent years—that of increasing our membership. 
Are you up for this challenge?

It has been eight years since our membership has grown. 
In 2005, with over 250,000 members in slightly more 
than 5,900 chapters our net growth was approximately  
400 members. Today we have approximately 237,000 
members and only 21 more chapters than we had eight 
years ago. Although various uncontrollable factors have 
contributed to our declining numbers, some factors 
impacting our membership are manageable—especially 
when members take personal ownership for resolution.

There are many benefits of growth in our sisterhood which 
all center around two main points. A healthy, growing  
membership enables us to touch more women’s lives through 
our caring concern for each member and through the educa-
tional assistance we provide to women around the world. 

The ways we can grow our membership are simple. The 
responsibility lies with each one of us. Individually we have 
the opportunity to look within and beyond our inner circle 
of friends for women who would be congenial to our 
members, share our values and actively support our 
philanthropic projects. We can support the health of 
our chapter by serving as an officer and/or committee 
member. As a chapter, we need to provide our members 
with an enriching experience that creates a desire for 
all members to actively participate and is welcoming to 
new members of diverse backgrounds. It’s important 
to ensure that our programs and activities are focused 
on the varied interests of our members and that we 
continuously nurture all members whether they are a new 
initiate or a member who has enjoyed P.E.O. for many years. 
By taking these actions, our chapter’s total membership 
will likely increase each year. 

International Chapter has leveraged technology where 
appropriate and created supporting materials to assist 
with the growth and health of our chapters. Regional 
Membership Representatives have been assigned to work 
with state, provincial and district officers and membership 

committees. This support is effective when used to its full 
potential through our personal commitment to grow.

Have you ever considered what the “Power of One” can 
achieve?  What if each . . . 

 . . . member introduced to her chapter members or to  
 a chapter located in the area in which this woman lives  
 at least one friend, colleague or acquaintance who  
 shares our values and supports our philanthropic purpose?

 . . . local chapter increased their “total number of  
 active members” each year by at least one by focusing  
 on the chapter’s health, encouraging inactive members  
 to reinstate and inviting new members?

 . . . state, provincial and district chapter increased the  
 number of active chapters each year by at least one by  
 organizing new chapters and helping chapters revitalize  
 rather than disband?

When we accept this challenge with the same vigor we 
have extended for previous challenges, there is no doubt 
our membership will grow and 
will become healthier at every 
level. There is no doubt we 
will reach new heights in our 
philanthropic contributions 
because we will have more 
members to seek out potential 
Cottey students, to raise 
funds for our philanthropic 
projects and to find eligible 
candidates for our financial 
assistance while still maintaining the core values of our 
sisterhood. So, I ask again:  Are you up for this challenge 
to increase our membership? I believe you are!

As Aristotle once said, “Excellence is not an act—it’s 
a habit.” P.E.O.s have a habit of exceeding challenges. 
I have faith that my optimistic, overachieving P.E.O. sisters 
will rise to the occasion and will thoughtfully expand our 
membership as well as our philanthropic support. I am 
confident the dedication of each member will position 
us to Reach New Heights!    

NEW HEIGHTS
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Sisters Helping Sisters
One of our sisters in Chapter EL, 
Coos Bay, Oregon, Heidi McCarthy, 
is just about to finish her degree 
from Lane Community College in 
Eugene, Oregon, to become a physical  
therapy assistant. She has a husband, 
three teen-aged kids and a job as a 
swim coach. It’s been a struggle for 
her financially and emotionally to 
juggle a job, family and school, but 
she has persevered and we’re very 
proud of her!

The last things she has to do are 
two six-week practical experiences—
one at a nursing home and one at 
a hospital.  Heidi completed her 
internship at a nursing home; her 
hospital experience program is in 
Florence, Oregon, which is 45 miles 
away from home. She has to work  
six days a week including a few hours 
on Saturday mornings. Driving home 
on Friday nights would be expensive 
and exhausting; she wished aloud 
that she could stay in Florence on 
Friday nights to get some rest and 
save some gas money; staying at a 
motel was not in the budget. 

I contacted Joan Hayes, president 
of Chapter DY, Florence, Oregon, to 
see if they might be able to help. 
She was wonderful! She set up 
six nights of staying with different DY 
sisters so Heidi could “crash” on Friday 
nights and get some good sleep. It has 
been very helpful for Heidi. 

What a wonderful thing for DY 
sisters to do to help an EL sister! It’s 
one more example of sisters helping 
sisters reach for the stars. 

Pat McArdle, EL,  
Coos Bay, Oregon

A Very Special Thank You Note
Fifteen years ago, my husband and 
I purchased a condo as our “home  
away from home” for our days down 
south on Hutchinson Island on Florida’s 
east coast. Our neighbors were a 
lovely couple from the Chicago area,  
Jan and Barb Behrens. Over the years 

we enjoyed getting to know each 
other over dinners together, sharing 
stories about our lives. We learned 
that our neighbors had many talents— 
Jan is a skilled woodworker of 
decorative furniture and Barb is an 
accomplished pianist and artist. We  
admired Barb’s oils and watercolors of 
varied subject matter, many that had 
been winners in juried art shows. 

Last winter Barb had a knee replaced 
and I volunteered to be her “nurse” 
since I had just experienced the same 
surgery six months prior. Upon our 
return to Ohio, I received a thank you 
note from Barb written on a card 
with a beautiful watercolor painting of 
marguerites. My thoughts quickly 
flashed to my P.E.O. chapter and 
our talent auction. I couldn’t wait 
to call Barb to see if she would 
produce note cards for us to sell.  
I called Barb to tell her how beautiful  
the painting was and that the flowers 
were the flowers of an organization 
that I belonged to (not mentioning  
P.E.O.). Almost before I finished my 
sentence, Barb literally shouted, “You 
are my sister! You are a P.E.O.!” I nearly 
dropped the phone—after 15 years, 
our special bond was discovered by 
a very special thank you note. Barb 
is a member of Chapter KI, Palatine, 
Illinois. After we composed ourselves, 

Barb agreed to produce several packets 
of note cards for me to have for our 
chapter talent auction fundraiser. 
They were a hit! 

It is my hope to share with other 
sisters the beauty of Barb’s watercolor 
and my wonderful experience and 
appreciation of the fellowship of 
P.E.O. Sisterhood. 

Patricia A. Schaefer, DR, 
Middletown, Ohio

P.E.O.: A Garden of Friends
I am so lucky to be a P.E.O. My 
husband Mike has stage IV lung 
cancer. My sisters just gave me a 
“Garden of Friends” book (with 
beautiful pictures of flowers) that 
lists sisters’ names and phone numbers 
if I need help with things such as: 
picking up food, companionship 
(listening, hiking, walking or talking),  
gardening, sewing, handyman work 
by BILs, snow removal, yard work, 
pet sitting, shopping/errands, 
cleaning, chemo taxi service, car 
service, reading books to Mike and 
computer help. Wow! Am I a lucky 
sister or what? Chapter HV, Littleton 
Colorado, exemplifies giving of heart 
and spirit and sisterly love.  

Sarah Gilsdorf, HV,  
Littleton, Colorado

High-Tech Resource 
for History Program
One of our programs this fall was on 
the history of our bylaws. I was asked to 
play the old P.E.O. March on the piano. 
That began a discussion about the 
opening odes and we wondered if 
we could remember all the tunes. 
I take chapter secretary notes on 
an iPad so I browsed to the P.E.O. 
website and we played and sang 
(or at least reminisced about) all the 
Opening Odes using the iPad as 
music. Thanks for the great resource. 

Sandy Ankenman, DR, 
Miami, Oklahoma

4444Your LETTERS

Watercolor by Barb Behrens
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Welcome to the following who have accepted appointments to serve 
on the leadership team for the 2013-2015 biennium:

We appreciate their commitment, talents and wisdom.

Sandra J. Laney, Seattle, Washington
 Cottey College Board of Trustees

Christine A. Scheuneman, VA, Irvine, California
 Cottey College Board of Trustees

Patricia Piro, Past President, Alabama State Chapter
 P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund Board of Trustees

Deborah Taylor, Past President, British Columbia  
 Provincial Chapter  
 P.E.O. International Peace Scholarship Fund Board  
 of Trustees

Carol Jean Wyble, Past President, Pennsylvania  
 State Chapter  
 P.E.O. Program for Continuing Education Board of Trustees

Andrea Wade, Past President, New York State Chapter
 P.E.O. Scholar Awards Board of Trustees

Susan Luscomb, Past President, Tennessee State Chapter  
 P.E.O. STAR Scholarship Board of Trustees

Mary Elliott, Past President, Kentucky State Chapter
 P.E.O. Foundation Board of Trustees

Jennifer Heiss, Past President, Oregon State Chapter
 Finance Committee and Audit Committee

Kathryn Ebert, Past President, Washington State Chapter  
 Study and Research Committee

Susan Mitchell, Past President, Florida State Chapter
 Study and Research Committee

Mary Short, BR, San Antonio, Texas Parliamentarian

Kathie Herkelmann, Past President, Michigan State Chapter 
  Nominating Committee

Susan Howard, Past President, Oklahoma State Chapter 
 Nominating Committee

Elizabeth McFarland, Past President, Texas State Chapter
 Nominating Committee

Barbara Rosi, Past President, Illinois State Chapter
 Nominating Committee

Susan Santoli, Past President, Alabama State Chapter
 Nominating Committee

Jane Attaway, Past President, Illinois State Chapter

Sandy Booth, Past President, Oregon State Chapter

Barbara Burgess, Past President, New Jersey 
 State Chapter

Janet Fairhead, Past President, Alberta-Saskatchewan  
 Provincial Chapter

Ellen Knox, Past President, Texas State Chapter

Cathy Moss, Past President, Texas State Chapter

We welcome all who have agreed to serve and support 
our membership goals.

New Leadership

New Regional Membership Representatives



Maria Baseggio, newly installed 
president of International Chapter, was 
born and raised in Lawrence, Indiana. 
She graduated from Ball State University, 
Muncie, Indiana, receiving a Bachelor  
of Science degree in business with 
specialization in education. 

She taught high school business 
subjects in Indianapolis before pursuing 
a career in the corporate world.

After becoming a sales representative  
for Burroughs, Maria moved to Tampa, 
Florida. Following a merger, which 
formed Unisys, she continued to accept 
management positions in sales, 
marketing and solutions management. 
These global responsibilities took her 
to Detroit, Philadelphia (twice) and 
London, England. Today, Blue Bell, 
Pennsylvania is home to Maria.

Currently, Maria is president of her  
strategic marketing consulting firm,  
SAGE Insights, and is an active 
member of the executive community 
in Philadelphia. As a member of the 
National Association of Women Business  
Owners (NAWBO), she serves on the  
board of its Philadelphia chapter. She is 
a member of the leadership team of the 
Greater Philadelphia Senior Executives  
Group (GPSEG), and serves on the 
governing body of ATHENAPowerLink® 
in Philadelphia.

Maria was introduced to P.E.O. 
by her aunt, Shirley Lister, Chapter 
CE, Pennsylvania, Past President 
Pennsylvania State Chapter when 
Chapter BT, Berwyn, Pennsylvania, 
was preparing for organization. She 
became a charter initiate of Chapter 
BT in 1987.

Grateful for P.E.O.’s transfer  
process, following career moves 
Maria has enjoyed membership  
in Chapter BL, Farmington Hills, 
Michigan, and currently, in Chapter 
CE, Lansdale, Pennsylvania, where 
she is a charter member.

P.E.O.’s caring  
outreach touched 
Maria when she  
lived in London 
during an assign-
ment with Unisys. 
She enjoyed 
meeting Pat Taylor, 
2002 president of 
the England P.E.O. 
Group, and years 
later, Maria visited 
the group while 
on business trips 
to England.

In 1994, Maria 
was elected to the 
Executive Board of  
Pennsylvania State 
Chapter, serving  
as president in 
1999-2000. She 
introduced the 
state officers 
to electronic 
technology by 
obtaining donated 
computers for their 
use. She served 
on the Special 
Committee to 
Study Electronic 
Communication for International 
Chapter from 1997-1999.

In October 2000, Maria began 
serving a five-year term on the P.E.O. 
Educational Loan Fund Board of 
Trustees. She was elected to the 
Executive Board of International 
Chapter at the 2005 convention  
in Vancouver, British Columbia. 
During the 2007-2009 biennium, 
she served as chairman of the Ad 
Hoc Committee to Streamline the 
Work of Local Chapters.

Sharing P.E.O. with her Aunt Shirley 
and her cousin, Amy Lister Cavanaugh, 
Chapter DN, Indiana, is very special 
to Maria. She treasures visits with her  

sister and brother-in-law, Loretta and 
Mick Hauck, and with her godchildren, 
Hannah and Owen Cavanaugh. 
An active participant in Saint Helena’s 
Roman Catholic Church, she also 
enjoys golf, reading and gardening. 

Maria is inspired by the commitment 
to P.E.O., at every level of the Sisterhood,  
which produces a positive impact on  
women’s lives around the world. She’s 
grateful for the privilege of serving 
as president of the P.E.O. Sisterhood 
with such a dedicated leadership team 
and Maria is confident their progressive  
actions will balance the interests of 
today’s women with our heritage, both, 
so valued by our members. 

Meet the President–Maria T. Baseggio
by Shirley Lister, Past President Pennsylvania State Chapter

New Regional Membership Representatives
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Special FEATURE
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Ever wonder what you personally can do to positively affect P.E.O. membership?  
This series of short videos just might give you the idea you’re looking for! 

Links to these videos are located on the What’s New page of the P.E.O. website:

 Becoming an O&A Woman
 The P.E.O. Wish

 Nonparticipating Members
 The Introduction Form

 Using The P.E.O. Record
 FRANC’s list

Check back often, as new videos are added frequently!
www.peointernational.org

Welcome to 
the September-
October 2013 
P.E.O. Record! 
This issue 
features the 
first message 
from incoming 
International 
President 
Maria Baseggio. Be sure to read 
her remarks on pages 2-3; they will 
certainly inspire you to “Reach New 
Heights.” Turn to page 7 to learn 
more about Maria.   

Read guest editor Albert Leffler’s new 
column on page 9—he shares with us 

a letter he received from fellow BIL Bob 
Broyles of Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

You’ll notice this issue includes extra 
pages to make room for the annual 
P.E.O. Bed and Breakfast listing, 
beginning on page 27. Remember, the  
most updated B&B information can 
always be found on P.E.O. website 
peointernational.org on the members’ 
side under “Reference Listings.” 

The Bed and Breakfast program is 
successful for the money it generates 
for P.E.O. philanthropies and for the 
connections it creates between P.E.O. 
sisters. See page 10 for an article by 
P.E.O. Nancy Kline who, along with 
her BIL, stayed in 12 P.E.O. B&Bs on a  

road trip across America. She shares 
stories of their journey and the unique 
experiences they had in different areas 
of the country; she also offers good 
advice on trip planning and how to be  
a considerate guest. 

By the time you receive this issue of 
The P.E.O. Record, we’ll have wrapped 
up the 71st Convention of International 
Chapter in Dallas, Texas. Look for a 
complete convention report in the 
November-December 2013 issue of 
The Record. In the meantime, you 
can visit convention.peointernational.
org/2013 to find my daily blog and 
other convention updates. 

Thanks for reading! 

Message from the Editor
by Becky Frazier, Editor, The P.E.O. Record



P.E.O. has had a positive influence  
on my life in more ways than I am  
actually able to quantify. My mother  
was a P.E.O., but as a youngster, 
and a male, I knew nothing about 
it. It wasn’t until I married Sally, 
and Mother told her about P.E.O., 
that I learned of it at all. But Mom 
was proud of it and it got Sally’s atten-
tion. My military career, however, 
kept us from being in any place long 
enough for pursuit of that potential. 
When we retired that all changed. 
We were hardly settled in our new 
home when a friend, a member, 
mentioned it to Sally. Bingo! The 
next thing I knew I was a BIL, 
carefully instructed not to say “Bill,” 
and still totally in the dark, of course, 
about what “P.E.O.” meant. The 
impact of P.E.O. has been impressive  
as Sally has become actively involved 
in her Chapter CG in Pennsylvania. 
She has served as chapter treasurer 
and chair of two committees. I have 

been caught up in their activities,  
even ran a fun “BIL initiation 
ceremony” recently, and have been 
very impressed with the sisters’ 
dedication and involvement.

Sally is very happy with her 
involvement with Chapter CG—and 
that works for me! I don’t know about 
other chapters, but members of 
Chapter CG decided that the BILs 
should have name tags similar to 
theirs for chapter social occasions. 
This is a much nicer treatment than 
ordinary paper tags.

The chapter’s BILs are occasionally 
active separately: when the chapter  
has a breakfast scheduled, we 
sometimes have one as well. We 
recently had a BIL tour of a local 
brewery. And of course, we join 
the ladies for social occasions a few 
times a year, proudly wearing our 
special name tags. At one of these 
social events we played a musical  
memory game put on by a group we  
formed called “the BIL-ious Baritones!”

I have come to appreciate P.E.O. 
as more than just a social activity;  
it is a true service organization and 
my wife and her P.E.O. sisters pursue 
their chapter’s goals and objectives 
with dedication and enthusiasm. 
I support their efforts by assisting in 
writing scholarship recommendation 
letters and in the form of happy 
flunky labor at their yard sales.

Perhaps the highlight of having a 
wife who is a P.E.O. is being a part 
of “Women Helping Women Reach 
for the Stars” as something I never 
knew I would have a chance to be 
involved in. I am more than happy 
to follow and support my wife’s 
example—she as a dedicated P.E.O. 
and I as a BIL. 

Sincerely,
Bob Broyles 
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A BIL Talks Personally About P.E.O.
Bob Broyles, husband of Sally Broyles, Chapter CG, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, was kind enough to share some 
perspectives on P.E.O. and being a BIL:

BIL CORNER B
I
L

About my previous BIL Corner article: Lettie Corkhill Cunetto  
of Chapter HZ, Saint Louis, Missouri, sent a picture of her 
great great Uncle Hemmerle Williams, the original BIL, posing 
with her great great Aunt Lulu Corkhill Williams. Lettie believes 
the picture was taken in their later years, around 1930 and 
she remarked that despite his grimace, he was a character. 
And her great great grandfather, a minister, married them 
on Valentine’s Day!

Albert Leffler is 
married to P.E.O. 
Kathy Leffler, BA, 
Scottsdale, Arizona

Send BIL submissions to Albert Leffler at albertleffler@gmail.com or 4251 E Shangri-la Road, 
Phoenix, Arizona 85028-2917

Hemmerle and Lulu 
Corkhill Williams



P.E.O. Bed & Breakfasts Across the USA
by Nancy Kline, AA, Medford, Oregon

A P.E.O. B&B home in Lead, South Dakota

My husband Dusty and I have stayed in many P.E.O. bed and breakfasts in the 16 years we have been 
married. We have met lots of wonderful P.E.O.s and BILs, some of whom we have seen since. 

Our first trip to Pullman, Washington, was so successful that later when we flew to the East Coast we stayed with a 
couple on Cape Cod. In Maine we stayed in a house right on the ocean where we could walk on the sand flats at low 
tide. We drove up the Maine coast where our hostess was so nice we returned to stay with her again. In Rye, 
New Hampshire, a BIL gave us a wonderful historic tour of the town.

8 Weeks, 10,000 Miles, 12 B&Bs 
This past autumn we really branched 
out when we drove across the country,  
staying in P.E.O. B&Bs along the way. 
I started by planning how far we 
wanted to drive each day, what 
we wanted to see and whether we 
wanted to stay more than one night. 
We are golfers so I allowed time for 
a few games along the way. We also 
had friends and relatives we wished 
to see and a mid-trip destination 
of the family cabin in Vermont for 
three weeks.

Our first stop was in Boise, then 
Idaho Falls where we walked along 

the beautiful falls, enjoying the sun 
and the exercise.

The next day was a long one with 
lots to see: Jackson Hole and the 
Tetons, Yellowstone Park, the Snake 
River and interesting rock formations. 
In Cody, two hours in the museum 
was not nearly enough so we returned 
in the morning after a delicious 
breakfast with our hostess. 

Our next B&B stop was in Lead, 
South Dakota, way out in the woods 
in a lovely home built by our hosts 
a few years prior. We played golf 
with our hostess the next morning, 

before heading 
to the Mount 
Rushmore 
area for  
two days.

A B&B in 
Northfield, 
Minnesota, 
was our  
next P.E.O.  
experience  
and it was  
fascinating. The BIL hunts all over 
the world and their house holds 
more than 80 magnificent animals, 
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B&B in Lake George, 
New York



beautifully 
posed on 
ledges and  
in natural  
settings. 

After a visit 
to friends, we 
crossed Lake 
Michigan on 
the ferry. We 
drove for an 
hour and then 
veered off onto 
a dirt road, 
following a waddling porcupine in the 
dark to the B&B home. Our hosts 
awaited us on their porch with open 
arms. We talked for two hours, and 
then in the morning continued talking 
while enjoying breakfast together. 

New York State near Niagara Falls 
was next. We spent the night with 
a lovely couple and, following their 
suggestion, walked to a wonderful 
ice cream shop nearby. 

Our last P.E.O. stop heading east 
was in upstate New York. How nice 
to find our hosts on the porch of their 

charming converted summer cabin 
ready to wave us down! We walked a 
block to the lake, enjoying the warm 
sun, and then the four of us went out 
for dinner to a lakeside restaurant. 
We hated to leave the next morning, 
but were anxious to get to our family 
cabin and unpack for a three-week 
stay of golf and “leaf peeping.”

When the time came, we headed 
south to my brother’s house in 
Pennsylvania, where he and his wife 
Jane provided us a “free P.E.O. B&B,” 
as she is in a chapter there.

From there we visited Williamsburg 
for three nights, long enough to spend 

time with my grandson in college and 
get a special tour of the old town, 
where our BIL host is a volunteer. 

When planning our trip, I contacted 
a P.E.O. hostess in Navarre, Florida. 
They were going to be out of town, but 
she graciously sent us information 
about a motel on the water, restaurants, 
interesting drives, and golf courses 
along with phone numbers. 

In Lafayette, Louisiana, our hosts gave 
us a tour of their beautiful garden and 
then drove us to a restaurant where we 
enjoyed true Cajun food and music.

In Fredericksburg, Texas, we stayed 
in a B&B out of town on a ranch. We 
loved the peace and quiet after having 
spent the day at a fascinating WWII 
museum and walking through the 
small, charming old German town. 

This was our last P.E.O. stop of this 
trip, but certainly not our last P.E.O. 
B&B! I would urge every P.E.O. to take 
advantage of the P.E.O. B&B program—
it’s the perfect way to save money while 
helping support our philanthropies. 

Nancy Kline’s Tips for Staying in P.E.O. B&Bs
1. Start planning your trip at least a month in advance, because P.E.O. B&Bs are becoming more popular  
 and no one wants to be a burden on an overworked hostess. Since our trip was so extensive, I needed  
 almost two months to get the reservations set up.  
2. Make a tentative overall plan of how many days you will spend in each spot.  Ask your hostess for ideas of what  
 to do while in town: museums, parks, historic sites, etc. We could have spent another day in two unexpected  
 gems: Cody, Wyoming and Fredericksburg, Texas, both of which have fascinating museums and other  
 interesting sights. 
3. Email or call to reconfirm at least a month in advance and then follow up a few days before arriving.  
4. Get complete directions—and correct spellings—and try programming the address into your GPS before you  
 leave home. Just one wrong letter or number may cause the GPS to reject the address. And take a “paper map”  
 just in case! We hit a detour over a river with no signs on how to go around to reach our destination. The paper  
 map saved us. 
5. Call the hostess en route to give her an estimated time of arrival. Be sure to get her cell phone number as well  
 as her home phone. 
6. Gifts are not necessary, but I enjoyed ordering small ones from The Record, again a way to support P.E.O. projects. 
7. Let your hostess know ahead of time about any dietary restrictions or breakfast wishes. We tried to keep it simple  
 for her sake as well as ours. 
8. Write or email a thank you so your hostess will know how much you appreciated her hospitality and how your  
 next few days turned out.
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Nancy Kline at the 
Buffalo Bill Museum in 
Cody, Wyoming

Colonial Williamsburg
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Pam Conlin
Alberta-Saskatchewan
WPEO - The Star
Pam Conlin often 
refers to herself as 
a P.E.O. postcard. 
She’s a Cottey 
graduate (’97) 
an ELF recipient, 
a PCE recipient, 
and she has been 
a member since 
1996. Her mother and sister are also 
P.E.O.s. Pam says, “P.E.O. has always 
been in my life, so it was natural 
to want to be involved; and once 
involved, it was easy to become 
passionate about it.”

Pam lives in Calgary, Alberta, with 
her husband Scott and her two-year-old 
son Simon. Simon is a BIL in training, 
having attended a number of organizer 
visits during his first year of life. 
“I often wondered who the chapters 
were more excited to see!” Pam jokes.

When she is not busy with P.E.O. 
or taking care of Simon, Pam reads, 
travels, spends time with family and 
friends and is teaching herself to 
make baby blankets. 

Pam is taking a break from her 
broadcasting career to be with Simon, 
but does work part-time for Target 
Canada. She has also helped with 
Girl Guides Canada, although P.E.O. 
has been her main focus for a number 
of years.

Nancy Smith
British Columbia
In the Arms of Sisters
Nancy Smith grew 
up in Benzonia, 
a small village 
in northwestern 
Michigan. She 
was the second 
of three sisters. 
Nancy received a 
B.A. from Carleton 
College, North-
field, Minnesota, 
majoring in English. While there she 
met Clyde, a classmate and geology 
major, and they were married the 
summer after graduation. 

Clyde’s work as an exploration 
geologist has taken him all over the 
world and they have lived in Mazatlan, 
Mexico and Henderson, Nevada. 
Clyde worked in the Yukon for many 
summers, and Nancy sometimes joined 
him with their young family. Their most 
unusual experience was living in a tent 
for a year and a half with three small 
children while building a house on 
Galiano Island, British Columbia.

Nancy was initiated as a charter 
member of Chapter BD, Tsawwassen, 
British Columbia, in 1984. Her sister 
Susan Vigland and mother Muriel Trapp 
Cross were charter members of 
Chapter EK, Frankfort, Michigan. Her 
sister Barbara Edwards later joined 
Chapter EK. 

Nancy audited painting classes for 
three years at the University of British  
Columbia, and had three exhibi-
tions of her paintings. She enjoys 
quilting, classical music, opera and 
theater. She and Clyde now own 
the house where she was born and 
return in the summers.

Nancy and Clyde have three 
wonderful children—David, Erin and 
Andrew, whose professions are in 
geology, graphic art and environmental 
science. Their six grandchildren are, 
of course, exceptional!

Rita Myers
Idaho
Jewels from the Gem State
Born and raised in 
Liberty, New York, 
Rita Myers has 
found truth in the 
saying, “Friends 
are relatives you 
make for yourself.” 
After marrying her  
high school sweet-
heart Jerry in 1966, 
they moved several 
times before finally settling in Lewiston, 
Idaho, in 1979. Here they have been 
blessed with many new “relatives,” 
including Rita’s P.E.O. sisters.

Initiated into Chapter AR, Lewiston, 
Idaho, in 1986, Rita has served as 
chapter treasurer, president and vice 
president. She was reciprocity president 
and elected to be a delegate to the 
International Conventions in 1995 and 
2009. She cochaired the Idaho State 
Chapter Convention in 2009 then 
joined the State Board. 

Volunteering has been a way 
of life for Rita in both local and 
national organizations, including 
the Idaho Hospital Association, 
the American Cancer Society, the 
Lewiston Library Foundation Board, the 
Lewiston School Foundation Board and 
her church. She and Jerry were named 
Lewiston’s 2007 Outstanding Citizens 
for their service to their community. 

She and Jerry enjoy traveling to 
see their three children and four 
grandchildren in various parts of the 
country. Their daughter Barbara lives 
in Ohio. Daughter Carol is in Texas, 
Chapter EY, Mission, and son Tim and 
his wife Trish live in Massachusetts. 

Rita also enjoys entertaining friends 
and spending time each summer on 

the Snake River. 
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Merrilyn (Lyn) Black
Kentucky
To Honor Our Heritage… 
Illumine a Trail to Tomorrow
Lyn Black was born 
in Denver and 
grew up loving 
the Colorado  
Mountains. Both 
grandmothers and 
her mother were 
members of 
Chapter CK, 
Denver. Lyn was 
initiated into their 
chapter in 1974, as was her sister, 
Barbie Hodges, who is now in Chapter 
BV, Julesburg, Colorado. 

Lyn graduated from Cottey College  
in 1966. She then transferred to 
Colorado University and received 
her B.S. in medical technology.

Lyn’s husband Tom was a U.S. Air 
Force Academy cadet when they met. 
They married in the Cadet Chapel the 
day after his graduation and were a 
part of the Air Force family during his 
25 years of service as a civil engineer. 
They have two sons. Jeff, a senior 
programmer with Accenture, and his 
wife Brooke, live in Springfield, 
Missouri, with their two sons Ethan 
and Reece. Son Dan, also a career 
Air Force Civil Engineer, is currently 
stationed in Dallas, Texas. 

During her military life Lyn was 
active with the Officer’s Wives’ Clubs 
at each base. The family moved 
10 times including three years in 
England. P.E.O. was there in most 
locations, and her chapters included: 
CK, Denver, Colorado (twice); EU, San 
Antonio, Texas; LJ, O’Fallon, Illinois 
(twice); BE, Wichita Falls, Texas; and 
now V, Richmond, Kentucky.

Following a second retirement, a final 
move was to the Black family antebellum 
home near Richmond. 

Lyn has a passion for antiques 
and is a serious student of the 

mountain dulcimer. When P.E.O. is 
not calling, favorite things include a 
family cabin in the Rockies, flower 
arranging, reading and time with 
family, friends and various pets.

Doreen Oliver 
Manitoba-Northwest Ontario
Our P.E.O. Journey
Doreen Oliver is a 
charter member of 
Chapter P, Selkirk, 
Manitoba, one of 
12 charter members  
who received their  
50-year certificates 
at the 2013  
convention. Born 
and raised on a 
farm in rural Manitoba, Doreen grew 
up with three younger brothers. She 
completed high school at United 
College Collegiate and went on to 
teacher’s college. After graduation, 
she taught children at the early years 
level in Selkirk schools until retirement. 
During this time she completed 
the requirements for her Bachelor 
of Arts (history) and  Bachelor of 
Education degrees.

She is married to Robert (Bud) Oliver  
and they have two daughters, Carol and 
Jocelyn. Carol is married to Dr. Perry 
Taylor and they have two children, Evan 
and Alyssa. Jocelyn is a librarian in a 
middle school.

Through the years, Doreen has been 
active in several heritage organizations 
and has committed many volunteer 
hours to heritage and archival projects,  
community events and projects, and to 
church activities. They are members of 
the Anglican Church of Canada and 
both are involved at both parish and 
diocesan levels. Their favorite hobby 
is traveling—they have traveled across 
Canada  to the Pacific, Atlantic and 
Arctic Oceans as well as to Europe, 
the USA and Mexico. 

Hazel Reinhardt
Minnesota
P.E.O.: Educating Women, 
Changing the World
Hazel Reinhardt 
was born and raised 
near Marshfield, 
Wisconsin. She’s 
also lived in  
Madison, Wisconsin,  
spent a summer in  
College Station, 
Texas, and has 
lived in Edina,  
a suburb of Minneapolis, since 1974. 
She joined her P.E.O. chapter, BC, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, in 1996. 

Hazel attended the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, where she earned 
a B.A. and M.A. in history and a Ph.D. 
in history and art history. She has 
owned Reinhardt Consulting Services  
since 1991 and has worked with clients  
throughout the United States, Canada, 
Europe, South America, the Mideast 
and Asia. She also teaches in the 
executive programs of the Media 
Management Center at Northwestern 
University in Evanston, Illinois. 

Her current volunteer commitments 
include board chair for Operation 
Bootstrap Africa and president-elect 
of Central Lutheran Church. 

In her spare time, Hazel enjoys 
reading, collecting antiques and 
traveling the world. 
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Janet E. Steury
Missouri 
Framing Our Future… 
Imagine, Create, Celebrate!
Janet Steury was 
born and raised 
in Russell, Kansas, 
and received 
a Bachelor of 
Music Education 
at the University 
of Kansas, where 
she met her future 
husband, Jack. 
Following their 
marriage, her career as a Marine wife 
began as Jack flew around the world 
for the United States Marine Corps. 

They moved to Saint Joseph, Missouri,  
in 1974 and then to Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia in 1977 where Jack continued  
to fly for Saudi Arabian Airlines. Janet 
returned to Saint Joseph in 1980 where 
she bought the business she still owns 
today, Needle Buffs and Paper Stuff. 
Jack returned to continue his flying 
career with American Airlines until 
his retirement. 

Janet was initiated into Chapter FL, 
Saint Joseph in December, 1980 and 
she says that one of her highlights in 
P.E.O. was the night that she got to 
initiate her mother. 

A life-time member of the Girl 
Scouts of the USA, Janet has served 
twice as president of the Girl Scouts 
of the Midland Empire. She also served 
as a national volunteer for the Girl 
Scouts. She has been active in the 
Runcie Club, serving as president and  
treasurer. She sings alto with the 
Saint Joseph Community Chorus, 
where she has served as president 
and board secretary. 

Janet enjoys travel, reading,  
needlepoint and performing with 
the Community Chorus. She collects 
Vaseline glass and Rosepoint Crystal 
by Cambridge and belongs to both 

national collectors groups. She says that 
she loves to collect anything that she 
can carry in two hands! 

Janis Bensch
North Dakota
The LEGEND of P.E.O. in 
North Dakota
Whitefish, Montana, 
is where Janis Conn 
was born and the 
playground where 
she was raised, 
spending summers  
at Whitefish Lake 
and winters at 
Big Mountain Ski 
Resort. After high 
school, Janis attended the University 
of Montana in Missoula, graduating 
in 1992.

After graduation, Janis moved to 
North Dakota and is now celebrating 
21 years of residency and 18 years of 
marriage. Janis and Paul Bensch both 
work at Stutsman County Abstract 
and Guarantee Company, which has 
been owned by the Bensch family for  
more than 100 years! Additional family  
consists of a six-year-old (dog) and 
four-year-old twins (cats); two wonderful 
nephews and five precious godchildren!

Janis is a fourth generation P.E.O., 
initiated into Chapter K in October, 
1996. Mom-in-law Marie Bensch is a 
member of Chapter K; sister-in-law 
Julia Dunnigan is a member of Chapter 
BF, Mandan, North Dakota.

Other organizations benefiting 
from her time and talents are the 
Jamestown Fine Arts Association;  
Zonta Club of Jamestown, the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation, the National 
Rifle Association and the Jamestown 
Rural Fire Department where Paul 
is a volunteer firefighter.

Janis enjoys camping, reading, 
gardening, Jimmy Buffet concerts, 
water activities and cruise tours.

Margaret L (Peggy) 
Alverson
Oklahoma
P.E.O.—Empowering Women 
to Become Their Best
Peggy Alverson  
was born in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan,  
raised in Oklahoma  
and Washington, 
D.C., and returned 
to Michigan for 
college, majoring 
in political science 
and history at the 
University of Michigan.

She is from a P.E.O. family of two 
cousins, three great aunts and one 
great-grandmother. Her great-aunt, 
Martha Lawson, is a past state 
president of Oklahoma.

Peggy was initiated into Chapter CY,  
Tulsa, Oklahoma, which was the same 
chapter of her aunt Ruth Crawford. 
She later transferred to Chapter G, 
Sapulpa, Oklahoma, where her great-
grandmother and a great-aunt were 
charter members. She says, “Life as 
a P.E.O. is great and I look forward to 
this next chapter.”

Peggy’s previous work experience 
includes working as a stewardess for 
Pan American and owning a travel 
agency in San Antonio, Texas. Now 
she and her husband own K&M 
Trucking and Peggy is licensed to 
drive an 18-wheeler. Her volunteer 
commitments include working for 
Youth Services of Tulsa, singing in the 
church choir and serving on the staff/
parish relations committee at the 
Methodist church. 



Cathy Stromberg
South Dakota
P.E.O. Simply Incredible Sisters
Cathy Stromberg 
was born and 
raised in Cold 
Spring, Minnesota. 
She attended 
Saint Cloud State 
University in Saint 
Cloud, Minnesota, 
and received her 
bachelor’s degree 
in social work and gerontology. She 
graduated in 1989 and has worked 
in geriatric social work ever since. 
For the past 17 years she has worked 
full-time as a social worker at Bethel 
Lutheran Nursing Home in Madison. 

In 1993 Cathy and her husband Bill 
moved to Madison, South Dakota, 
after they were married. Cathy joined 
P.E.O. in 1996; she was initiated into 
her current chapter, CP, Madison. 

Cathy enjoys being an active member 
of her church, Saint Thomas Aquinas 
Catholic Church. She volunteered 
at Saint Thomas Grade School from 
2004 to 2009 and now teaches 
Bible classes for three, four and 
five year-olds and Cofraternity of 
Christian Doctrine classes. 

Cathy and Bill have a 14-year-old 
daughter, Ashley, and two dogs—a 
two-year-old black lab named Jet and 
a nine-year-old yellow lab named 
Schute. In her free time Cathy loves 
to golf and read murder mystery books. 

Gail Trelease Brown
Utah
Stepping Up for P.E.O.
Gail Brown was 
initiated into her 
grandmother and 
mother’s chapter,  
Z, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, in 1982. 
Gail was a member  
of Chapter FK  
in Richland, 
Washington, and 
is currently a member of Chapter P 
in Ogden, Utah.

Gail graduated from the University 
of Wyoming (UW) in 1984 with a B.S. 
degree in office administration. While 
there, she was an active member of 
the Delta Delta Delta sorority and 
the UW marching band. She met her 
BIL (Warren) in the band and they 
married in Cheyenne in 1987. Gail 
worked as an administrative assistant 
in Ogden, Utah, for several years 
before her husband’s job took them 
to Washington. While living in Pasco, 
she worked as an administrative 
assistant and started her own word 
processing business. She transferred 
to Chapter FK and found a wonderful,  
supportive group of women who 
encouraged her participation in 
chapter life.

Another move brought her family  
back to Ogden where Gail has 
remained a stay-at-home mom and 
volunteer. She is a member of 
Community United Methodist Church 
where she has taught Sunday school 
for many years, played in a hand-bell 
choir and been a member of several 
committees. She has volunteered in 
her kids’ schools and her son’s Scout 
group where she served for two 
years as Cubmaster.

Gail and her husband Warren have 
been married 26 years and have two 
children—Farrell, 16 and Trent, 13. 
Gail enjoys reading, water aerobics 
and spending time with her family, 
friends and her P.E.O. sisters.

Stephanie Davis 
Tennessee 
P.E.O.—Having a Profound 
Effect on Others
Stephanie Davis 
was born and 
raised in Bristol, 
Tennessee. She 
is a graduate of 
East Tennessee 
State University 
with a degree in 
accounting. After 
spending eight 
years working 
in accounting and internal audit, 
Stephanie returned to school at Seton 
Hall University School of Law where 
she obtained a juris doctorate, cum 
laude, with a concentration in health 
law. She now resides in Johnson City,  
Tennessee, and practices law with  
the firm of Anderson & Fugate, 
concentrating her practice in healthcare 
transactional law.

Stephanie was initiated into Chapter 
AI, Bristol, in 1999. Although she never 
transferred to a New Jersey chapter  
while in law school, Stephanie received 
continual support from her sisters in 
Chapter AI throughout her journey 
toward a law degree. P.E.O. also 
supported Stephanie’s scholastic efforts 
financially, as she was the recipient 
of an ELF loan. Upon returning to 
Tennessee after graduation, Stephanie 
was welcomed back by her Chapter 
AI sisters and immediately found 
herself serving as ELF chairman. 

Stephanie was initiated as a first 
generation P.E.O., but enjoys being 
a P.E.O. sister to her brother’s wife, 
Amy Lippo, and Amy’s mother, Sue 
Dietz, who blessed Stephanie by 
sponsoring her for membership. 
Stephanie recently had the pleasure 
of sponsoring and initiating her own 
mother, Jane Lippo, into Chapter AI. 
Performing the president’s part of 
her mother’s initiation ceremony is 
one of the highlights of Stephanie’s 
P.E.O. membership. 
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2013 Convention of 
International Chapter 

Dallas, Texas
Look for the complete convention report in the 

November-December 2013 P.E.O. Record, including: 
 Amendment voting results
 State of the Sisterhood and Closing address  

 by Susan Sellers, outgoing President of  
 International Chapter

 Reports on opening night, workshops and 
 business meetings

 Convention scrapbook

Visit peointernational.org to find: 
 Videos of speeches by project recipients
 One-on-one interviews with featured recipients
 A guide for those reporting on convention to 

 local chapters
 Daily convention blog by the editor of 

 The P.E.O. Record
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“I was certain that the government  
subsidized loans I would be offered 
would be enough to pay for the 
program, but the government has  
stopped subsidizing loans for 
graduate students beginning this 
year. That news led me to apply for 
the ELF Loan. I am so thankful for 
this opportunity to apply for this loan.”
 — Master’s, licensed clinical  
  social work

“The P.E.O. ELF loan would help 
greatly in minimizing the amount of 
debt I accumulate while still in school 
and unable to make payments. 
Thank you very much for your 
consideration of my application.”
 — Doctorate, veterinary medicine

“As a fellow P.E.O. and Ways and 
Means chair for my chapter, I fully 
comprehend the import of such a 
loan and how these funds are raised. 
I would use it as it is intended, as 
well as repay the funds within the 
time allotted so as to maintain the 

coffers for other women pursuing 
educational goals.”  
 — Doctorate, English

“I am taking out educational loans 
and would be very grateful to receive 
the P.E.O. loan for my second year 
of my graduate program. This would 
help to decrease my long-term debt 
with the interest rate of the P.E.O. 
loan being half of the government 
loan (3 percent vs. 6.55 percent). 
Thank you for your consideration.”  
 — Master’s, speech pathology

“I want to be able to balance work 
and school without worrying about 
having to work a lot of hours in 
order to pay for my schooling. If I 
am chosen as a recipient of this 
loan, it will be a great asset to 
my continuing education and an 
incredible blessing.” 
 — Undergraduate student  
  hoping to become a  
  physician’s assistant

“I intend to complete my master’s 
degree in two years and then find 
a job as the librarian of a small, 
specialized museum collection. 
With the generous help of P.E.O. 
International and the P.E.O.  
Educational Loan Fund, I will 
be able to afford the cost of the 
degree and achieve my goals.”
 — Master’s, library science (2014)

“I would much rather pay interest to 
P.E.O. than Sallie Mae. I have known 
about P.E.O.’s work through my 
grandmother’s involvement. I love the 
idea of gaining some financial support 
at this time, but paying it back and 
allowing another to receive an 
education in the future.”   
 — Master of Public Health,  
  epidemiology (2013)

ELF

Women who need additional funds to complete their education are grateful that P.E.O.s have taken 
the time to talk to them about the opportunity to apply for a loan of up to $12,000 ($20,000 for doctoral 
degrees) at 3 percent interest from the P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund (ELF). 

Following are a few highlights from the application letters of some prospective loan recipients. 
In addition to their expressions of thanks, these women share interesting perspectives on the reasons 
they applied for an ELF loan.

Dear P.E.O. Sisters—Thank You!
by Cathy Allen, Educational Loan Fund Board of Trustees

Thank you for helping me receive an ELF Loan.
Generosity of P.E.O. sisters keeps ELF strong. From 1907 to today, chapters in every state, province and district  
have sponsored loan applicants. The majority of our sisterhood’s chapters donate to the P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund.  
Whether the money is given by an individual or is the result of a chapter’s fundraising events, the impact of the donation 
is momentous: it helps a woman achieve her educational goals.  

When you successfully sponsor an applicant, a student receives the love and gifts of P.E.O. sisters everywhere. 
For information about sponsoring an applicant for our 3 percent simple interest loan, refer to the “P.E.O. Educational 
Loan Fund—Policies Governing Loans” information found on the website: peointernational.org.

During the 2011-2013 biennium, 1,205 women received loans totaling $13,914,200 from the P.E.O. Educational 
Loan Fund. 

Dear P.E.O. Sisters,

Individual & Chapter $upport
      

    L
oan Repaym

en
ts

    Interest on Loans

                 Bequests

EDUCATIONAL 
LOANS

to 
Qualified

Applicants

Inv
est 

in ELF—Reap Dividends!
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If there 
were an 
impressive 
college-
bound  
student 
sitting 
across from 
me, what 
would I tell 
her about Cottey to capture 
her interest in attending? This 
is the question we posed to our 
marketing firm, George Dehne and 
Associates. The firm discovered 
the answer by interviewing 200 
college-bound girls who shared 
characteristics with Cottey students. 
The answer forms the basis for a 
conversation that any of us might 
have with a prospective student or 
her family. Here are the five most 
important messages that we need 
to communicate about Cottey.

Message One:  Leadership is 
the foundation of your success. 
Seventy-five percent of those 
interviewed agreed that leadership  
skills were either “extremely 
important” or “very important” to 
their future career, no matter what 
their field of choice. With this in mind 
the conversation can easily turn to 
the many leadership opportunities  
Cottey offers in the Leadership, 
Experiences, Opportunity (LEO) 
program, in clubs and organizations, 
in the classroom, and in the Institute  
for Women’s Leadership and Social  
Responsibility. Prospective students  
are especially interested in 
leadership experiences in  
their majors.

Message Two:  Cottey guarantees 
experiences such as an interna-
tional trip with airfare and hotel 
cost covered, suite-style living, 
and a global perspective. In fact, 
overseas travel would “greatly 
increase” the interest of 38 percent 
and “increase the interest” of another 
36 percent of those interviewed. 
Therefore, sharing information 
about the international trip alone 
would capture the interest of 74 
percent of students. Sharing this 
information is a good way to start a 
conversation about Cottey.

Message Three: Cottey recognizes  
and values learning wherever 
it takes place. Cottey faculty 
and staff recognize that learning 
takes place inside and outside the 
classroom, and they structure the 
Cottey experience to provide both. 
Again, students have a 
strong interest in their 
major to prepare them 
for a career, and so 
they value experiences 
related to their majors.

Message Four:   
Cottey serves the 
ambitious, aspiring  
woman. Those  
surveyed felt that they 
were different from 
other girls in their 
schools because they 
worked harder, cared 
more about learning, 
liked to be different 
from the crowd and 
were open-minded 
and tolerant. They 
want a college that  

will help them reach their potential. 
They valued an emphasis on ethical 
behavior and social responsibility.

Message Five:  Taken together, 
the features of the Cottey 
academic environment suggest 
an open and effective learning 
experience. Much of this opinion 
is based on having a faculty who 
want every student to succeed and 
who challenge, but also support, 
every student. It is important to 
students that, at Cottey, students’ 
opinions count.

Having these five messages in 
my arsenal of Cottey information 
helps me decide what to discuss 
with potential students. I hope it 
will be useful to you as well as we 
all work to introduce Cottey to 
prospective students.

A Message from the Cottey President
by Judy Rogers, Ph.D., President, Cottey College

COTTEY

Judi Steege, director of admission, (right) talks to a student 
about Cottey College.
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IPS

Defying the Odds 
for a Yao Girl
By Linda Spence, Chairman, International Peace Scholarship Board of Trustees

Defying the odds is something 
IPS recipient Ambumulire Phiri 
has done well. Born into the Yao 
tribe in Malawi, where most girls 
drop out before high school, 
Ambumu is nearing completion 
of her Ph.D. in special education 
from the University of Missouri 
in Saint Louis. 

Her father died when she was 16  
nearly shattering her dream of being 
a teacher. Her widowed mother 
worked hard to support her, and 
Ambumu made quilted baby blankets 
to help pay for college expenses. After 
graduation she taught second grade 
and excelled at helping struggling 
students experience success. 
Frustration at being unable to identify 
learning problems and help children 
reach their full potential cultivated her 
interest in special education. 

After completing a master’s degree 
in teaching she became a lecturer 
at the University of Malawi and, in 
2003, a lecturer in education and 
teaching studies at Mzuzu University  
in Malawi. For eight years she taught 
pre-service teachers, instilling passion 
for girls’ education and students with 
special needs. 

Ambumu’s joy in literacy devel-
opment activities, curriculum 
design and research led to active 
participation in outreach activities 
with her university, the International 
Association of Special Education 
and UNICEF-funded early childhood  
education projects. 

After eight years of service to her 
country, improving her skills became 

important. She decided to study in the 
United States because no university 
in southern Africa offered doctoral 
studies in special education. This 
came at great personal cost since 
she left her supportive husband and 
then 16-month-old son in Malawi. 

Ambumu said, “I took this challenge  
because the next level of academic  
qualifications I will possess will grant 
me an opportunity to become a 
positive role model and a leader in 
a land where there are few women 
leaders of substance. I believe that  

my credentials will offer me an 
influential platform to become a voice 
for those silently excluded in the 
education system and the devel-
opment process because of their 
disabilities… Because I have been 
given opportunities to live beyond 
societal expectations of girls from 
the Yao tribe I would like to give 
back to my community in kind.” 

Last summer Ambumu worked 
with a research team using 
educational software on the iPad 
to improve communication for 
moderate to severely disabled 
children with limited speech.  
She is also working on a team to 
provide necessary skills for youth 

to facilitate participation in competitive  
employment, a project she hopes 
to replicate in Malawi. Her doctoral 
research focuses on interventions for 
supporting young men and women 
with Autism Spectrum Disorders.

In 2012 Ambumu received the 
prestigious Trailblazer Award for 

outstanding contributions to her 
university and her field. When 
she graduates, she will help to 
equip 200 teachers who graduate 
each year from Mzuzu University to 
impact children throughout Malawi. 

Her days begin at 5:00 a.m. and 
end at 11:30 p.m. after she speaks 
via Skype with her husband and 
young son as they wake up. She 
plans to complete her Ph.D. and 
return to Malawi before her son’s 
fifth birthday. With her determination, 
exceptional leadership abilities 
and never-ending willingness to 
serve others, she hopes to again 
defy the odds and bring significant 
improvement to her country. 

Ambumulire Phiri

  “Because I have been given opportunities 
to live beyond societal expectations 
        of girls from the Yao tribe I would like 
    to give back to my community in kind.” 

—Ambumulire Phiri, IPS recipient
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PCE: Building Ladders 
to Success for 40 Years!
by Teri S. Aitchison, Chairman, Program for Continuing Education Board of Trustees

“Why can’t P.E.O.s give money 
to women in our own country (e.g. 
United States and Canada) to help 
with their education just as we 
do to those who come here from 
other countries?” Though similar 
suggestions had come from other 
members of the Sisterhood, this 
question, posed at a meeting of  
Chapter AK, Pennsylvania, provided 
the catalyst that led to their 
presentation of a resolution to the 
Convention of Pennsylvania State 
Chapter in June 1970. The rest, 
as they say, is history.

Twenty biennia have passed since 
the delegates attending the 1973 
Convention of Supreme Chapter in 
New Orleans, Louisiana, voted to  
adopt the P.E.O. Program for 
Continuing Education as the third 
Des Moines-based philanthropy. 
With an increased workforce 
competing for a reduced number  
of jobs, the need to complete an  
educational program that will improve 
or upgrade skills is impacting the lives 
of more women than ever before. 

As we celebrate the first 40 years 
and begin the next decade in the  
history of the P.E.O. Program for  
Continuing Education, we say thank 
you, P.E.O., for helping more than 
38,000 women in building their 
ladders to success. The completion  
of their educational goals has been 
made possible, in large part, by the 
grant awards and chapter support 
your membership has provided. It is 
humbling to hear that a PCE grant  
arrived at the perfect time, that it was  
just the right amount to avoid one  
more loan and that having the money 
made it easier to focus on those last 

classes. It is only through your gener-
osity that PCE can continue to award 
grants to such deserving women. 

During the early years of PCE, 
women returning to school were 
still a relatively new phenomenon; 
therefore a $500 maximum award 
coupled with a low number of 
applications meant that nearly every 
applicant received a full or partial 
grant. Today’s women are serving  
as the sole or primary wage earner 
in more than 40 percent of house-
holds with children under the age of 
18, up from just 11 percent in 1960.* 
With a significantly larger number 
of applicants and a $3,000 maximum  
grant, it is fiscally impractical to think 
that every applicant can receive a full, 
or even partial grant award.

Since the beginning of the program,  
the highest priority applicant has been  
the woman who has a realistic, 
short-term goal which will allow 
her to support herself and/or her 
current/future family. Just as the 
cost of living has increased since 
the 1970s, fees associated with 
higher education have also risen 
significantly and PCE continues 
to be there to give that helping 
hand—that extra boost she needs 
to reach the top rung on her ladder 
to success. 

The trustees are looking for those 
women with the highest probability  
of remaining in school until the 
completion of the degree for which 
the grant is awarded. Though PCE 
is need-based, financial planning, 
as indicated on the income and 
expense statement, must show 
that her goal is achievable. Your 
careful attention to detail during the  

PCE

1973—P.E.O. 
Program for 
Continuing 
Education 
established; 
maximum grant 
amount = $500

1979—“Connie Ed” 
mascot introduced

1988—15 years of PCE; 
grants exceed $3 million

1994—Grant amount 
raised to $1,500

2005—Grant amount 
raised to $2,000

2009—Grant amount 
raised to $3,000

interview process is the key to finding 
such women. Once you’ve confirmed  
that she meets all of the eligibility 
requirements for award consideration, 
introduce her to the trustees in your 
chapter’s recommendation letter by 
providing a clear and concise outline 
of the change in circumstances that  
make this degree necessary as 
well as her realistic prospects for 
employment or job advancement. 
We can hardly wait to meet her! 
Here’s to another 40 years and 
beyond of women helping women 
reach for the stars! 

* Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Pew 
 Research Center analysis of data 

1984—Grant amount 
raised to $750

1990—Grant amount 
raised to $1,000

1998—PCE turns 25; 
introduction of the 
PCE Named Grant

2008—35 year of PCE;  
$30 million grants to  
more than 30,000 women

2011—PCE online 
application launched

2013—PCE celebrates 40 years
awarding more than $43.5 million 

to nearly 38,600 women!
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Supporting Women…Changing the World
by Linda Davidson, Chairman, P.E.O. Scholar Awards Board of Trustees

The P.E.O. Scholar Awards Board of Trustees is pleased to announce that six of the 85 Scholars for the  
2013-2014 academic year have received the honor of being designated as Endowed Scholars. The Endowed 
Scholar program is made possible by the generous donations of individuals and chapters who establish endowment  
funds in the P.E.O. Foundation directly benefitting Scholar Awards. Each of these awards is in recognition of these 
Scholars’ exceptional academic achievement and potential to make a difference in their field of study. All 85 Scholars 
received $15,000 awards.

“Supporting Women…Changing the World” is now the permanent theme for the P.E.O. Scholar Awards. 
These few words truly encompass the sense of what P.E.O. Scholar Awards represent. 

The complete list of all 2013-2014 Scholars, with their biographies and photos, can be viewed on the Scholar 
Awards page on the P.E.O. International website at peointernational.org.

2013-2014 Endowed Scholars
Francesca Alvarez-Calderon
Legacy Endowed Scholar
M.D./Ph.D. – medicine/immunology
University of Colorado—Denver, Aurora, Colorado
Chapter HY, Parker, Colorado
Francesca Alvarez-Calderon is a summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Florida 
International University with B.S. and M.S. degrees in chemistry. In college she worked in a 
research laboratory trying to understand the absorption of carotenoids into the skin and retina 
and how dietary interventions can change the composition of these to help reduce the risk of 

macular degeneration. She culminated her project with two peer-reviewed publications, a book chapter and several 
national presentations. Francesca is now pursuing a combined M.D./Ph.D. degree at the University of Colorado  
Anschutz Medical Campus in Aurora, Colorado. Her dissertation work is on developing therapies that take 
advantage of the abnormal metabolism present in cancer cells to better eliminate leukemia cells. Her work has 
been funded by a National Cancer Institute pre-doctoral fellowship. Francesca’s goal is to become a physician/
scientist in the area of pediatric oncology. She wants to focus on developing targeted therapies to treat childhood 
cancer, especially leukemia. Francesca has been named the Legacy Endowed Scholar for 2013-2014.

The Legacy Scholar Fund was established in 2001 by the Van Vlack Family in memory of their mother, 
Frances Van Vlack and grandmothers, Ruth Van Vlack and Laura Runnells who were all P.E.O. members. 
These women were committed to providing educational opportunities for women.

Tamara L. Carley
Vera G. Koefoot Endowed Scholar
Ph.D. in environmental engineering
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee
Chapter N, Nashville, Tennessee
Tamara Carley graduated summa cum laude and with honors in her course of study with a 
B.A. degree in environmental studies-geology from Whitman College. She is now a doctoral 
student in the field of environmental engineering at Vanderbilt University where she studies 
earth movement and volcanic eruptions. As a scientist with strong support from the National 

Science Foundation in the form of a Graduate Research Fellowship, Tamara has been able to build an active and 
highly involved team of national and international collaborators while conducting fieldwork in Montana, Arizona, 

PSA
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Thailand, Bangladesh and Iceland. To create awareness and promote further study within the scientific community, 
she has also produced a considerable number of academic papers and conference abstracts about her findings. 
Tamara has a passion for mentoring and is currently working with several undergraduate geologists (primarily 
female) both at home and abroad. She hopes to inspire other female scientists by working in academia. Tamara 
has been named the Vera G. Koefoot Endowed Scholar for 2013-2014.

The Vera G. (Bobbie) Koefoot Endowed P.E.O. Scholar Award was established in 1988 with gifts from 
members of Bobbie’s family in honor of her service on the executive board of International Chapter. 
When Bobbie died in 1990, Nebraska State Chapter contributed to the fund in her memory.

Jessica Moerman
Annabelle B. Bush Memorial Endowed Scholar
Ph.D. in earth and atmospheric sciences
Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, Georgia 
Chapter B, Atlanta, Georgia
Jessica Moerman is a summa cum laude graduate of the University of Tennessee-Chattanooga 
with B.S. degrees in geology and chemistry. She is a Ph.D. candidate at the Georgia Institute 
of Technology in earth and atmospheric sciences. Among her numerous awards and grants, 
Jessica received the National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship. The title 

of her dissertation is “Reconstructing Past Changes in the El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) from Northern 
Borneo Stalagmites.” Her focus is paleoclimatology—the study of past climates. Specifically, her research uses  
cave stalagmites to discover how tropical precipitation varied over the past two millennia. Jessica’s ultimate  
career goal is to teach at the university level and conduct further research. One of her recommenders commented, 
“She has a genuine concern for the environment and I expect her to make a significant impact on solving global 
environmental problems.” Jessica is the Annabelle B. Bush Memorial Endowed Scholar.

The Annabelle B. Bush Memorial Endowed Scholar Fund was established in 2006 by members of the 
Bush family. Annabelle served P.E.O. as the president of California State Chapter in 1983 and was a 
very dedicated and committed member of P.E.O.

Jessica Shaw
Juanita M. Davis British Columbia Endowed Scholar
Ph.D. in geology
University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia
Chapter BG, Sidney, British Columbia
Jessica Shaw graduated cum laude from Humboldt State University with a B.Sc. degree in 
geology. She is continuing her studies in geology in the doctoral program at the University 
of Victoria, British Columbia. She is the recipient of the Outstanding Academic Performance 
Award in the geology department and the John Young Award for the outstanding senior 

thesis in the geology department. Jess became intrigued by large-scale plate tectonic and deformation 
processes as an undergraduate student and has already published several articles in her field. Her project focuses 
on the Variscan belt of the Iberian subcontinent where she studies plate tectonics processes. She is bringing 
a new understanding of mountain geometry and paleogeography that could aid in locating new deposits of valuable 
minerals, metal ore and hydrocarbons. Jess plans to seek a career in academia and to engage and interest others 
in the Earth sciences, through teaching and community outreach programs. Jess is the Juanita M. Davis British 
Columbia Endowed Scholar for 2013-2014.

The Juanita M. Davis Endowed P.E.O. Scholar Award was established in 2000 from a legacy from 
Juanita M. Davis. Juanita was a charter initiate of Chapter AC, British Columbia in 1953, and transferred 
to Chapter AJ, British Columbia in 1966. A 45-year member of P.E.O., she served as president of British 
Columbia Provincial Chapter from 1976 to 1977.
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Noelle Stiles
Mary Louise Remy Endowed Scholar
Ph.D. in computation and neural systems
California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, California
Chapter QH, Arcadia, California
Noelle Stiles earned her B.S. degree in biophysics from the University of Southern California 
and is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in computation and neural systems (visual psychophysics) 
at the California Institute of Technology. She is the recipient of numerous honors and scholarships, 
including a Citation of Merit from the Association of Women in Science Educational Foundation,  

a National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship and a National Institutes of Health Training Grant. 
Noelle was inspired to aid the blind while in high school, after observing a trial implantation of a medical device 
that restored the sight of the patient. Noelle is studying how sensory substitution use (in which an image is  
converted into sound patterns) is similar to and different from sight, and is working to understand the brain 
changes that occur with sensory substitution use. Noelle plans to pursue a career in academia where 
she can continue her research and mentor women in science. Noelle is the Mary Louise Remy Endowed 
Scholar for 2013-2014.

The Mary Louise Remy Endowed P.E.O. Scholar Award was the first endowed award and was 
established by California State Chapter in honor of Mary Louise Remy, who presided at the Convention 
of International Chapter in 1991, the year P.E.O. Scholar Awards was adopted as the fifth project 
of the P.E.O. Sisterhood.

Elizabeth E. Voigt
Ventura Neale Endowed Scholar
Ph.D. in mechanical engineering
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia
Chapter AU, Blacksburg, Virginia
Elizabeth Voigt graduated summa cum laude with a B.S. degree in mechanical engineering  
from Kansas State University. She subsequently earned one M.S. degree in mechanical and 
process engineering from Technische Universität Darmstadt funded by a grant from the 
Fulbright U.S. Student Program and a second M.S. degree in mechanical engineering from 

Virginia Tech University where she is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in the same field. Her research focuses on the 
interaction of tumor cells with their environment to better understand tumor progression, with the ultimate goal 
of enabling more efficient and effective cancer treatment. Elizabeth’s goal is the development of a novel bench-top 
tumor platform, or “engineered tumor,” which can be tuned to recreate the tumor microenvironment specific to 
any type of cancer. Her co-advisor states that Elizabeth possesses “all the necessary attributes to become an 
exceptional researcher such as incredible intellect, research aptitude, and tireless dedication.” Elizabeth is the 
Ventura Neale Endowed Scholar for 2013-2014.

This fund was established in 2003 from the Ventura Neale Trust. Ventura was initiated into 
Chapter AE, Wisconsin, and later joined chapters in New York, Michigan and finally Chapter M, Florida, 
where she remained a member until her death in April 2003.
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2013 Recipients Shine New Light 
on Break-Through Research
by P.E.O. STAR Scholarship Board of Trustees

Brittany Wenger, recommended 
by Chapter DS,  
Bradenton,  
Florida, won 
the 2012 Google 
International 
Science Fair 
Grand Prize 
for her Global 
Neural Network 
Cloud Service 
for Breast Cancer, a program that 
analyzes characteristics of needle 
aspirate breast tumor samples 
that can detect malignancy with 
99.1 percent accuracy. She has 
now successfully expanded her 
research to the diagnosis of MLL 
Leukemia, an aggressive form of 
the disease, proving her diagnostic 
program can be extended to other 
types of cancer. Her project also 
won the Grand Award in Computer 
Science at the International Science 
and Engineering Fair. 

In her STAR scholarship application 
essay, Brittany explained, “I taught 
the computer how to diagnose breast 
cancer. This service will help patients 
worldwide as it is adapted by more 
hospitals across the globe. The future 
implications of my research could 
cause breast cancer detection to 
become cheaper, quicker, and less 
invasive. I know this project can 
save lives.” 

Brittany has presented her research 
to President Obama at the White 
House and to CERN (the European 
Organization for Nuclear Research) 
in Switzerland. She was invited by 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 

to participate in the Equal Futures 
Partnership Launch at the 2012 
UN General Assembly to expand 
women’s political and economic 
participation globally and spoke 
with students from around the world 
about STEM participation at the 
U.S. State Department. 

Brittany, a graduate of The 
Out-of-Door Academy in Sarasota, 
is attending Duke University to 
begin her work toward a M.D./Ph.D. 

Chapter FT, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, noted that their applicant, 
Sara Volz, kept her algae biofuel  
experiment under her loft bed 
because she didn’t have access 
to a real lab for her research. 
For seven years Sara conducted 
independent research on optimizing  
algae biofuels with an artificial 
selection and nitrogen stress as 
methods to induce lipid synthesis. 

This year she won first place in 
the Intel Science Talent Search and 
was invited to the White House to 
meet the President. She attended 
the White House Science Fair and 
met with the Secretary of the Navy 
for a Pentagon briefing on the Navy’s 
algae biofuel work. She gave remarks 
to a congressional luncheon on 
Science Technology Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEMS) education. 

Sara writes, “My algae biofuels  
work was entirely inspired by 
my own passion of biochemistry 
and alternative energy…I artificially 
selected populations of algae that 
produce unusually high amounts 

of oil, which could increase fuel yields. 
Studying an enzyme important 
to algae’s oil metabolism let me 
identify a chemical that killed cells 
with low amounts of the enzyme, 
allowing me to isolate surviving 
cells with high oil production.”

Sara, a graduate of Cheyenne 
Mountain High School, is a two-time 
first place winner in the energy & 
transportation category at the Intel 
International Science & Engineering 
Fair, a three-time Grand Award 
winner of Colorado Science/
Engineering Fair and a Grand Award 
winner at the 2011 Hong Kong 
International Science Fair. 

Sara is attending MIT; she will 
study biochemistry and molecular 
biology toward a Ph.D. 

Each named as one of the nation’s 
25 most impressive graduating high 
school seniors this year by Business 
Insider, Brittany and Sara are now 
college freshmen. Might the Nobel 
Prize be on the future list of 
accomplishments for these two 
extraordinary STAR recipients? 

STAR
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According to the Encarta 
Dictionary, philanthropy is the 
desire to improve the material, 
social and spiritual welfare of 
humanity, especially through 
charitable activities.

Historically, when we talk about 
women’s philanthropy, women gave 
of their time and talents. Women 
volunteered as Sunday school teachers  
and room moms, baked for bake sales, 
worked at shelters, etc. and provided 
millions of unpaid hours for the causes 
we supported. It was the men who 
gave the money. When making a 
decision about planned giving, if a 
woman were making that decision she 
would give their wealth to where her 
husband would have, because she felt 
her husband had earned the money. 

Now, fast forward to the present; 
we are seeing a whole new trend of 
women in philanthropy. More and 
more women are working and have 
wealth of their own or they have 
taken over the family wealth through 
inheritance. As women acquire wealth 
and assume leadership roles they gain 
the ability for independent financial 
giving in addition to their service to 
others. We now see women giving 
not just their time and talent but 
they’re giving their own monetary 
gifts as well. They want to make 
a difference. 

We each have our own heritage of 
values, goals and experiences which 
form the basis of where we want our 
charitable dollars to go. We want to 
give our money to the causes that 
mean the most to us and that have 
given the most to us during our lives.  
We also want information on how  
that money will be managed, invested 
and most important, used. We are 

committed to organizations and 
institutions whose vision we share. 
Women’s philanthropy in the future 
will play a significant role in shaping 
the world in which we will live. 

P.E.O.s have a long history of 
philanthropic giving. Since our first 
project was established in 1907, we 
have shared with our P.E.O. sisters 
who came before us the joy and 
excitement of watching our International  
projects grow to the six we now 
support. We have heard thousands 
of stories of the achievements of the 
women who have benefited from the 
scholarships, loans and grants they 
have received from P.E.O. We take 
pride in their accomplishments and we 
know in our small way we have helped 
to change the world for the better by 
assisting women with their education.

We now stand at the threshold of a 
time when women’s giving will make 
an even more significant difference 
in the lives of the women we can 
help. The power of women’s giving 
is a growing trend that is being 
embraced throughout the United 
States, Canada and beyond. Women 
are pooling their resources to make 
a significant impact in supporting the 
causes they believe in. As P.E.O.s we 
know how this works—by supporting  

our International projects, we are 
pooling our money into helping many 
women obtain college loans or with 
grants, giving the opportunity for 
women to return to school when 
they need it most. We are helping  
outstanding high school senior girls 
attend college with scholarships 
and we are assisting women from 
other countries receive their college 
education. We provide an award that 
assists exceptional women obtain 
their advanced degrees and we own 
and support our college.  

There is power in women’s giving. 
When you are making the decision  
of where your annual year-end 
giving dollars will go, please 
remember P.E.O. When you are 
making planned giving decisions 
and thinking about the legacy you 
would like to leave, please remember 
P.E.O. You can make a difference. 

Information used in writing this article was 
taken from Forbes Online; Women’s Philanthropy 
Board, Auburn University; and The Fund Raising 
School, IUPUI.

Women’s Philanthropy
by Barb Legge, Chairman, P.E.O. Foundation Board of Trustees

FOUNDATION

Donations can be given 
directly to the P.E.O. project(s) 
of your choice or through the 
P.E.O. Foundation.
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B&B
The complete list of P.E.O. 
chapters offering Bed and 
Breakfast begins below. The listing 
is not to be used for circulation. 
These names are offered as a 
service to members and are 
not paid advertisements. 

In all cases, the B&B program 
is offered by chapters as a means 
of fundraising for P.E.O. projects. 
Local chapters shall not sponsor for 
the P.E.O. B&B service anyone who 
conducts B&B as a personal business 
for profit. The program is available 
to P.E.O. members, their immediate 
families and friends when accompanied 
by a P.E.O. B&B guests may be asked 
to identify themselves with a current  
P.E.O. membership card. Prices are  
per person, per night, unless otherwise 
stated. Checks should be made to  
the P.E.O. chapter whose letters are  
included in this listing. Neither the 
guest nor the hostess may claim the 

amount charged for the B&B service 
as a contribution to one of the 
P.E.O. projects.

All B&B offerings are by reservation  
with the listed local contact who 
may or may not be the hostess. If 
cancellation is necessary, please let 
the hostess know as soon as possible. 
P.E.O. chapters and hostesses are 
responsible for the accuracy of their 
listing. International Chapter makes 
no warranties as to the facilities.

Local chapters participating in 
Bed and Breakfast are required to 
purchase liability insurance annually. 
International Chapter pays the major 
portion of the entire premium, and 
participating local chapters are asked 
to share in the remainder. The cost 
is $60 per chapter and $25 for each 
additional contact or area the chapter 
wishes to have in the listing.

The complete B&B listing is updated 
regularly on the P.E.O. website and is 
printed annually in the September-

October P.E.O. Record. To be listed 
in 2014, chapters not currently 
participating may download forms 
and insurance guidelines from the 
members’ section of the website, 
complete them and return to the 
Executive Office with the correct 
insurance payment by June 1. Chapters 
discontinuing a B&B offering should 
notify the office by the same date. 
Changes to the website listing may 
be sent to mknee@peodsm.org and  
made at any time. Chapters may also 
submit forms and pay the entire annual 
insurance fee at any time during the 
year to be added to the website listing. 

When participating in the P.E.O. 
Bed and Breakfast program, please 
remember you are a guest in a home—
not a hotel. We want to ensure the 
continued success of this program 
which has generated many dollars for 
our P.E.O. projects and is a service of 
sister to sister. 

Members may access the full Bed & Breakfast listing on the members website at  
https://members.peointernational.org/resource-library/listings-directories/bed-breakfast-listings

https://members.peointernational.org/resource-library/listings-directories/bed-breakfast-listings
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Pat Martin, II, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
wrote “Czech 
Touches,” a book 
about the Czech 
culture. Pat is a 
fourth generation  
P.E.O. who has been  
in the Sisterhood 
49 years. 

“Czech Touches” 
includes information  
about major Czech 
American museums, folk and fine 
arts, puppetry, recipes, festivals, 
pageant competitions, a sampling 
of Czech-American restaurants and 
Czech history. 

A 100 percent Irish woman whose 
birth name is McConville, Pat served 
eight years as the first coordinator of 
the Czech Village in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. She is a past president of the 
Guild of National Czech and Slovak 
Museum and Library (NCSML) and is 
an active volunteer there. A mother, 
grandmother and widow, Pat holds a 
BA degree in journalism and English 
education from Creighton University 
and an MA in secondary education  
from the University of Iowa. She 
is a retired language arts teacher 
from the Cedar Rapids Community 
School District. 

Pat is also the author of “Prague: 
Saints and Heroes of the Charles 
Bridge,” “Czech & Slovak Wit & 
Wisdom,” “The Czech Book,” “Czech 
& Slovak Touches” and “Czechoslovak 
Culture.” She has been an advocate 
of the Czech culture for more than 
34 years. 

Elizabeth (Libby) Street, BF, 
Ellensburg, 
Washington, 
is co-author 
of a book for 
educators titled 
“Response to 
Intervention and 
Precision Teaching: 
Creating Synergy 
in the Classroom.”  
The book  

recommends a marriage between 
Response to Intervention (RTI)—a 
framework for deciding when to 
intensify instruction—and Precision 
Teaching (PT)—a powerful technology  
for practicing elemental skills that are 
necessary for success in an area of 
study. It includes chapters about the 
RTI framework and the PT technology 
and tells how to blend the two. It 
also describes how a PT classroom 
works and provides details about its 
use in teaching reading, writing and 
mathematics as well as the content 
areas. The book ends with a discussion 
about how the PT practice technology 
assists students in building complex 
repertoires and provides the under-
pinnings for real-world competence 
as a learner. 

Libby retired in June, 2012 and is now  
professor emerita in the Department 
of Psychology at Central Washington 
University in Ellensburg, Washington, 
where she served as a faculty member  
and administrator for 33 years. A 
board-certified behavior analyst, Libby 
has consulted to numerous programs 
that serve children diagnosed with 
autism spectrum disorders. Libby has 
served as a consultant and trainer for 
more than three decades at Morningside 
Academy in Seattle, Washington, where 
the PT technology that is described has 
been critical to the Academy’s success  
in improving the academic skills and 
abilities of students who were not 
progressing commensurate with their 
age or grade level.

Born in Morgantown, West Virginia, 
Libby earned a bachelor’s degree 
in math education and master’s and 
doctoral degrees in educational 
psychology from West Virginia 
University. She is married to BIL 
Warren Street and together the 
couple has four children and six 
grandchildren. She has been a P.E.O. 
since 2003.

Morgan Grubola Vonberg, CH, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Kay 
Polson Grubola, 
E, Louisville, 
Kentucky,  
collaborated on 
the book “Tiny 
Toes, A Creative 
Movement Class for 
Young Children.” 
Morgan wrote and 
Kay designed and 
illustrated the book.  
For parents and 
teachers who 
want to instill a love of movement in 
children when they are very young, 
“Tiny Toes: A Creative Movement 
Class for Young Children” provides a 
step-by-step guide for building  
strength, agility and self-confidence 
in young bodies in a safe, structured 
way. The book is specifically designed 
for those teaching children ages 2–5 
and focuses on teaching dance through 
the M.E.G. (Movement, Expression and 
Growth) technique. 

“Tiny Toes” offers 19 different  
exercises designed to develop strength 
and flexibility, promote intellectual 
growth, and encourage performance 
skills in young students. The book, 
which includes a 21-track music CD, 
outlines instructional strategies for 
parents and teachers, as well as 
exercises focusing on stretches and 
axial and locomotor movement. 
Exciting stories about the make-believe 
world of the stage describe the dance 
steps and provide inspiration for the 
young dancer in every child.

Morgan, a professionally trained 
ballerina, developed the M.E.G. 
technique after years of study, dance, 
and her own teaching experiences. 

“Tiny Toes” has won the prestigious 
Gold Medal IPPY Award from the 
Independent Book Publishers in 
the category of Children’s Interactive 
Books and a bronze Moonbeam 
Metal from the Moonbeam Children’s 
Book Awards.

P.E.O. AUTHORS

Morgan Grubola 
Vonberg
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Caryl Crozier, D, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, author 
and film producer, 
wrote “Waking to 
Mourning Doves,” 
which begins with 
her childhood on a 
South Dakota prairie 
farm, lovingly  
recounting stories 
of the people who  
influenced and 
nurtured her to adulthood. She tells 
about the geographic area where she 
was raised and the family members 
and friends who made up her 1940s 
and 1950s rural community, the 
conditions and surroundings in which 
they lived, their work and leisure 
activities. The narrative continues 
with stories about Caryl’s college 
education and her life as a mother 
and professional woman beginning 
at a time when women were expected 
to be full-time homemakers and 
continuing into the era of “supermoms”  
with household responsibilities as 
well as a career outside the home. 

Caryl’s writings about her mother’s 
70-year social club resulted in a play,  
“The Friendly Hour,” produced in West 
Hollywood, then “Prairie Sonata,” an 
award winning short film telling the 
story of friendship, love and loss in 
rural 1930s South Dakota. The film was 
shot on location with the support of the 
Beresford, South Dakota, community 
providing authentic props and costumes. 
A feature length film based on women’s 
changing roles set in the 1950s in  
Southeastern South Dakota is in process. 

Lo Anne Mayer, AC, Chatham, 
New Jersey, 
wrote “Celestial 
Conversations: 
Healing Relation-
ships After Death.” 
After the death of 
her 86-year-old  
mother, Lo Anne 
wished she could 
mend the  
relationship she 

had with her mother. During their 
lifelong adversarial relationship, the 
two of them had never intimately 
connected. The memory of the 
unfinished business left her feeling 
defeated, sad and angry. 

Lo Anne first tried to heal her grief 
in conventional ways. She talked to 
counselors and attended support 
groups. Though wonderful, they 
weren’t enough. She didn’t find the 
solace she needed until she wrote a 
letter directly to her mother. To her 
surprise, she received a reply. So began 
seven years of intimate correspondences 
with her mother’s soul, the connection 
Mayer had longed for her whole life.

In “Celestial Conversations: Healing 
Relationships After Death,” Lo Anne 
tells the story of her mother’s life and 
death and shares excerpts from the 
journals, which contain surprising and 
profound lessons on a number of 
topics from motherhood to forgiveness 
to karma.

When her own adult daughter Cyndi 
died by her own hand in 2005, the 
painful separation sparked another set  
of transpersonal journals, this time 
between Lo Anne and her daughter.

Today Lo Anne runs Celestial Circles  
for groups who want to try the method.  
For those who prefer to try on their 
own, she has also written “Celestial 
Conversations: A Guided Journey.” 
Lo Anne is a workshop presenter and 
former host of the television show 
“Angels at Work.” She has studied 
various forms of healing for 30 years, 
including nutrition, charismatic healing, 
therapeutic touch, the mind-body 
connection and various forms of 
meditation. “Celestial Conversations” 
is her first book.

Anne Quinby Dyni, EY, Boulder, 
Colorado, has 
written “Niwot, 
Colorado: Birth of a 
Railroad Town.” It 
is her fifth book on 
Boulder County  
history and is a 
compilation of 
selected local 
history columns 
she writes for a 
newspaper. Her 20 years of volunteer 
work for the county’s Parks and Open 
Space Department led to her first book  
documenting the early agricultural 
history of Boulder County. She then 
undertook a history of the early school 
districts, which incorporated historic  
photos and oral history interviews with  
people who had attended those schools.  
As an oral history volunteer with 
Boulder’s Carnegie Library for Local 
History, Anne frequently incorporates 
interviews into her writing and lectures. 

Barbara Tourville Steinmetz, IX, 
De Soto, Missouri, wrote “Hope,” 
an inspiring book 
about the experi-
ences she and 
her family went 
through when her 
teenage son, Kirk, 
was diagnosed with 
cancer. Barb hopes 
her book will be 
helpful to other 
families as they face crises of their own. 
The book focuses on Barb’s strong faith 
that pulled her family through this 
medical crisis. 

Barb and her husband Steve enjoy 
rural life in De Soto, Missouri, where 
they operate their business and embrace 
empty nesting as new grandparents. 
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Chapter CN, Easton, Pennsylvania
Organized: October 14, 2012 
First row, from the left:  Dotty Koch, Jacqueline Matthews, Joanne 
Pruszynski, Carolyn Moyer, Carla Gabbard, Shirley Kemper  
Second row: Midge McClosky, Mary Ellyn Voden, Catherine (Cass) 
Kwan, Jeanette Claussens, Judy Turner, Toni Gilbert, Hope Frankenfield, 
Alex Hendrickson, Carolyn Mitch

Chapter OL, Oneida, Illinois
Organized: May 4, 2013 
First row, from the left: Jenni Anderson, Nancy Erickson, Kim King, 
Cheryl Erickson, Karlie Elliott Bowman  Second row: Dawn Pelton, 
Patty Compton, Susan Vinson, Kelly Rollins, Megan Anderson, 
Lindsay Higgerson, Michelle Erickson  Third row: Kim DeSutter, Krista 
Swanson, Merris Hennenfent, Becky King, Christi Main, Pat Nelson 

Chapter OK, Naperville, Illinois
Organized:  April 27, 2013
First row, from the left: Esther Buerstetta, Cathy Beverly, Pam 
Donnelly, Kim Blair, Anne Shannon, Mary Helen Crutchfield, Angie 
Ferryman  Second row: Barbara Bielat, Mary Ann Anderson, 
Phyllis Myers, Terese Krisch, Kathy Melsa, Sue Paist, Sandy Keller, 
Berh Bearson, Bobbie Khant, Jennifer Kennedy, Antoinette Corrigan

Chapter CH, Belgrade, Montana
Organized:  May 5, 2013
First row, from the left: Susan Noble, Joanne Brosten, Pam 
Noel, Terri Kelly, Kasey Stanish, state organizer Ann “Punki” 
Bullis  Second row: Marcia Jarrett, Marsha Patterson, Heather 
Sargent, Susan Horton, Cathy Anderson  Third row: Nettie 
Warwood, Cecelia Tank, Nancy Foster, Joellyn Howell, Bette 
March, Connie Hahn, Peggy Ryan

New CHAPTERS
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Chapter IY, Lincoln, Nebraska 
Organized: March 16, 2013
First row, from the left: Shirley Armold, Marge Petersan, Patricia 
Fritz, Jane Crouch, Cheryl Petrig, Phyllis Busch  Second row: 
Connie Madson, Ranell Johnson, Carolyn McCall, Judi Adams, 
Marylin Nunn, Carolyn Schneider, Rita Gelsheimer  Third row: Vicki 
McDonald, Teri Huss, Diane Mollring, Sharon Richardson, Nancy 
Mawson, Carolyn Hobbs, Mary Derscheid, Marilyn Watson, Marilyn 
Smith, Gloria Aron

Chapter F-AC, New Canaan, Connecticut
Merged:  June 8, 2013
First row, from the left: Laura Einstein, Alyce Berstein, Pam Collins, 
Joan Nieman, Mickie O’Donnell  Second row: Mary E. Vaughan, 
Brenda Kennedy, Mary Ann Becraft  Third row: Pam McCusker, 
Karen Tomb, Judy Nelthropp  Fourth row: Carolyn Escherich, Lisa 
Webb, Pat Sweet, Kirsten Snyder, Mary Misevich, Judy Hyde, 
Mary Arre  Fifth row: Lisa Gifford, Joan Hass, Pat Farmer, 
Cheryll Hadley Ryder

Chapter XX, Carlsbad, California
Organized: June 15, 2013
First row, from the left: Alison Elder, Kristin Corbin, Julia Hall, 
Nancy McMonigal, Kelly Carr, Ann Greenwood Second row: 
Jennifer Chadwick, Mary Clarke, Cathy Gomez, Becky Clines, 
Barbara Twombley Third row: Jennifer Robinson, Melissa Taylor, 
Hope Mitchem, Carole Gunner, Ellie Pike

Chapter CG, Libby, Montana
Organized: April 27, 2013
First row, from the left: Ann Bullis, Gwenn Hensler, Holly Haugen, 
Jan Macleod, CathyAnn Jenkins  Second row: Alexandra Eanes, 
Phyllis Haugen, Maria Clemons, Susan Weidemoyer, Jody Apple  
Third row: Mary Gier, Carla Karsakow, Marilee Norvell, Kim Peck, 
Susan Cox, Molly Strom

New CHAPTERS
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Centennial CHAPTERS

Chapter Y, Kingfisher, Oklahoma
Organized: April 22, 1913
Celebrated: April 21, 2013
First row, from the left: Liz Walter, Annette Parham, Angie Ulsaker, 
Carolyn Schulte, Katie Brueggen, Karen Hauser  Second row:  Virginia 
Hellwege, Cathy O’Malley, Valerie Johnson, Dana Golbek, Jamae Frey,  
Shelley Blair, Beth Schieber, Jill Myers, Nancy Hasenfratz, Peggy 
Reherman, Joyce Stuteville, Judy Johnson  Third row: Carol Nuendorf, 
Jan Jones, Eleanor Cox, Cheri Henderson, Joyce Bollenbach, 
Laura Gruntmeir, Annenda Reynolds, Judy Whipple, Marcia 
Dunn, Sandy Newton, Brooke Bollenbach, Whitney Johnson

Chapter C, Gallup, New Mexico
Organized: July 3, 1913
Celebrated: June 29, 2013  
First row, from the left:  Janet Kauzlaric, Marilyn Hathaway, Martha  
Gomez, Kerry O’Neill, Anne McCollum, Betty Chapman, Joyce Kozeliski  
Second row: Janet Li-Tempest, Cheryl Vidal, Michele Tuton, Heather 
Nasi, Linda Byrd, Becky Isaacson, Lurae McCollum, Roberta Stauder, 
Emily Moore, Beth Franey

Chapter Z, Waterville, Washington
Organized:  April 25, 1913
Celebrated:  April 13, 2013 
First row, from the left: Paulette Whitehall, Sandy Still, Sheila 
Miranda, Karla Armstrong, Phyllis Browning, Alice Schmidtman, Irene 
Kossow, Suzanne Robinson, Alice Ruud, Dolores Loebsack, Joanne 
Allen, Marianne Brandt, Chris Nelson  Second row: Diana Vickery, 
Pat Thomsen, Kathryn Gormley, Marjie Loebsack, Marilyn Gearhart, 
Kirsten Thomsen, Margaret Viebrock, Theresa Ruud, Shirley Long, 
Shirley Smith, Barbara Wolf, Lauren Polson, Kasey Edgar, Arlene 
Steinburg, Michel Ruud, Susan Mittelstaedt, Myra Dorsey, Cathi 
Nelson, Diane Petersen, Kim Katovich, Jane Hensel, Marcia Henkle

Chapter AM, Humboldt, Kansas 
Organized: July 9, 1913 
Celebrated: July 13, 2013 
First row, from the left:  Ellie Walburn, Jeanice Cress, Jane Works, 
Kansas State President Julie Cahoj, Linda Leonard  Second row: Karen 
Works, Alisha Mueller, Amanda Ames, Dee Ann Parsons, Anna Ford, 
Ava Marney  Third row: Mavis Johnson, Sarah Works, Laura Johnson, 
Judy Arbeiter, Janelle Herder, Suzanne Stanley  Fourth row: Dru Cox, 
Michelle Umholtz, Sussie Sharp, Christy Seufert, Judy Middendorf, 
Angie Stanley
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Barbara Morris, L, Louisville,  
Kentucky, received 
the National  
Association of Senior 
Move Managers 
(NASMM) Margit 
Novack Award  
for Outstanding 
Contributions to Senior 
Move Management. 

The Margit Novack Award recognizes 
an individual for outstanding profes-
sional leadership and exemplary service 
to NASMM, and actively supporting 
and facilitating the NASMM mission. 

Barbara is the founder of Smooth 
Transitions, a Senior Move Management  
company with dozens of licensees  
throughout the United States, Canada 
and abroad. She provides professional 
Senior Move Management training and 
is the author of “Moving for Seniors: 
A Step-by-Step Workbook” to help 
families with the downsizing process. 

According to Kimberly McMahon, 
NASMM Board President, “Barbara is 
a founding member of NASMM and is 
one of NASMM’s most avid supporters.  
Barbara has demonstrated great 
leadership within NASMM, actively 
supporting NASMM initiatives and 
encouraging the Smooth Transition 
family to embrace all that NASMM 
has to offer. She continues to make 
a substantial and tangible impact 
on the NASMM community and is 
known throughout NASMM for her 
absolute professionalism.”

NASMM is the only not-for-profit, 
professional association of organizations 
dedicated to assisting older adults 
and families with the physical and 
emotional demands of downsizing, 
relocating or modifying their homes. 

Nancy Mills, CN, Osceola, 
Nebraska, received the American 
Chemical Society 
Award for Research 
at an Undergraduate 
Institution April 9 at 
the 2013 Ceremony 
and General Meeting 
of the American 
Chemical Society in 

New Orleans,  Louisiana. The award, 
sponsored by Research Corporation for 
Science Advancement, was presented 
to Nancy for “devoting her entire 
career to educating undergraduate 
students at Trinity University in  
San Antonio, Texas, by involving  
students in chemical research at a 
young age.” Her work focused on the  
discovery and study of anti-aromaticity.  

Nancy was initiated into Chapter CN,  
Osceola, Nebraska, in 1968 and is a  
third generation member of the chapter.

Allison Rickels, MG, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, was recognized with the North-
American Interfraternity Foundation 
(NICF) William D. Jenkins Outstanding 
Professional Award on August 19, 2013 
at the Foundation’s seminar. 

Allison is a Certified Fund Raising 
Executive and Executive Director 
of The FarmHouse Foundation.The 
FarmHouse Foundation is a 510(c)3 
public educational foundation that 
supports the educational and lead-
ership programs of the FarmHouse 
International Fraternity and provides 
scholarships to individual members 
for academic achievement.

Allison joined the staff of the 
FarmHouse Foundation in 2001 and 
over the last 12 years, as the Foundation  
has grown, so has Allison’s professional  
service, contributions to success and 
leadership within the organization.  

She was named Executive Director of  
the FarmHouse Foundation in 2007, 
becoming the first woman to hold such 
an executive position with a men’s 
fraternal organization.  The FarmHouse 
Foundation realized a record-breaking 
2012-13 fiscal year, when, for the first 
time, the Foundation crossed the $2 
million-mark in donations and more 
than $8.1 million in assets.

Allison joined P.E.O. in March 2013. 
In her acceptance letter she wrote, “As 
I look ahead, I am excited to become 
involved with P.E.O. with a chapter in 
my community of Kansas City. When I 
raise my hand to volunteer, I never take  
the responsibility lightly. I believe when 
you work with others and use your 
talents for a greater good, you will be 
fulfilled. I know P.E.O. will be a fulfilling 
and life-long journey.”

Mildred Kay Russell Lucas, BU, 
Bedford, Iowa, was selected as a 
National Mother of Achievement for 
2012-2013 by the American Mothers 
Association. Only six women were 
selected for this national honor. 

Kay was recognized as Iowa Mother 
of the Year in 2003. Lois Schurr, 
president of the Iowa Mothers 
Association said, “Kay Lucas embodies  
the best in volunteerism, community  
leadership, family values and a 
commitment to marriage, which is 
both informed and empowered by 
her deep faith. She continues to be a 
mother of achievement.”

American Mothers is an inter-faith, 
nonpolitical, nonprofit organization 
for women and men who recognize 
the important role of motherhood 
through educational programs and 
community outreach. 

Kay is a 50-year member of P.E.O. 
She and her husband Jim have been 
married 52 years. They have five 
children and nine grandchildren. 

Allison Rickels (on the right) with NICF 
President Jen Pendleton.

Nancy Mills

Barbara Morris

P.E.O.s in the SPOTLIGHT
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Items for SALE

Guidelines
Ads are limited to those for  
fundraising projects for P.E.O.  
or for items and services directly 
relating to the organization, 
which are not available elsewhere. 
Payment shall be made to  
sponsoring chapter, not to an 
individual. Reader ads are 
available to members only  
and must include chapter  
identification. Send all information 
to mknee@peodsm.org three 
months preceeding the month 
of issue.

Rates and  
Billing:
$5 per line, per insertion,  
to be billed after publication. 
Chapters running insertions for 
a year or longer may submit a 
digital photo to appear on the 
website with the information at 
an extra cost of $10 per year.

 identifies ads  
with photographs on  
the members’ side of   
peointernational.org

To The

Members may view all Items for sale at  
https://members.peointernational.org/news-events/record/items-sale

https://members.peointernational.org/news-events/record/items-sale
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Items for SALE

STAR Scholarship
STAR Scholarship chapter recommen-
dations will be accepted online 
only between September 1 and 
November 1. Beginning September 1,  
chapters will use the link on the STAR 
page of the International website 
to make their recommendations. 
Applicants will have only 30 days 
to complete and submit their online 
application, including all supporting  
materials, after they receive the  
emailed application link from the 
P.E.O. STAR Scholarship supervisor. 
Remember… read the important 
chapter rec-
ommendation 
instructions 
located on the 
same webpage.

International Chapter
Results of voting on amendments 
presented at the recent Convention 
of International Chapter in Dallas will 
be posted on the What’s New section 
of the website. Remember that any 
adopted changes for local chapters 
requiring revised materials and/or 
instructions will not be implemented 
until these are received in the 
2014 winter mailing.

Supply Department 
Materials
Orders for the P.E.O. Constitution will 
not be shipped until after January 1 
when the updated version is available.

P.E.O. Dues
Dues to the International, state and 
local chapters of the P.E.O. Sisterhood  
are not generally deductible as 
charitable contributions for United 
States income tax purposes. However, 
those portions of dues allocated for  
organizations qualified as charities  
under United States IRS Code, 

Section 501(c)(3), such as Cottey 
College, are allowable as itemized 
charitable contributions.

Regular Social 
Meetings
It is important to remember that a social  
meeting is a “regular” meeting 
(Constitution, Part III, ARTICLE III 
MEETINGS, Sec. 1, Sec. 3). A quorum  
is seven members for a regular business 
meeting as well as a regular social 
meeting. No business is conducted 
at a regular social meeting; however, 
this meeting is counted as one  
of 15 required meetings per the 
Constitution. The treasurer will 
provide a sign-in sheet for members 
to record their attendance (See 
President’s Book, Appendix #6). The 
minutes will report the number present 
at the meeting (See Instructions – 
Recording Secretary’s Record Book, 
page 4). Names of attendees are not 
transferred to the Roll Call book. 

Reference Listings
In the members’ side of the website 
click on Reference Listings to find 
listings previously in the CARE issue. 
Here you will find—Bed and Breakfast, 
Gatherings Away from Home, Honor 
Roll, Reciprocity & Group Contacts, 
S/P/D Chapter Conventions Schedule 
and TLC.

The Bed and Breakfast listing is only 
printed in the September-October 
issue of the magazine. Check the 

website for updates which are 
made regularly.

Payments for  
Chapter Fundraisers
P.E.O. chapters are classified as  
nonprofit entities, but are not 
considered charitable by the IRS. 
All donations to and payments for 
a chapter fundraiser must be issued 
directly to the chapter and are not 
eligible for a charitable deduction. 
Chapter members are not to make 
checks payable to any P.E.O. project 
or P.E.O. Foundation in connection  
with a fundraiser involving the 
exchange of goods or services.

Individual charitable donations 
may be made payable to one of the 
International Chapter projects or to 
P.E.O. Foundation and sent directly 
to the Executive Office or Cottey 
College. In order to receive proper 
tax documentation for a charitable 
deduction, a donor may not receive 
any goods or services in exchange 
for a contribution.

Video Available
“P.E.O.—Women Helping Women 
Reach for the Stars” shown at the 
2013 Convention of International 
Chapter in Dallas is posted on the 
website. It is available from the 
Supply Department for $5.00. 

To The
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Send completed form including your former address printed 
in the upper right corner (or give address at which magazine 
was last received) six weeks in advance of your move.

Mail: Membership Dept., P.E.O. Executive Office
 3700 Grand Ave., Des Moines, IA 50312-2899
Fax:  The P.E.O. Record, 515-255-3820
Call:  800-343-4921 (automated line available 24 hours  
 a day. May not be available in all areas of Canada.)
Email: membership@peodsm.org
Web:   peointernational.org (click on address change form)

Automatic Address Change: The P.E.O. Record may be 
mailed to two different addresses if the same seasonal 
address is used at the same time every year. 

Address or Name Change (please print)

Chapter letter(s)  State  Date Address Effective  
_____________________
Name  ___
______________________________________________________________________________
______
Street or Box Address  ___
_______________________________________________________________________
City  State/Province/District  Zip/Postal Code 

PCE: BUILDING LADDERS TO SUCCESS

’73-’75 ’75-’77 ’77-’79 ’79-’81 ’81-’83 ’83-’85 ’85-’87 ’87-’89 ’89-’91 ’91-’93 ’93-’95 ’95-’97 ’97-’99 ’99-’01 ’01-’03 ’03-’05 ’05-’07 ’07-’09 ’09-’11 ’11-’13

$5,500,000

$5,000,000

$4,500,000

$4,000,000

$3,500,000

$3,000,000

$2,500,000

$2,000,000

$1,500,000

$1,000,000

$500,000

$0

*  Contributions do not include bequests, individual donations or transfers from P.E.O. Foundation

450 762
925 1,227

1,517
1,351

2,129

2,263

2,728 3,373

3,317

3,097

1,249

1,480
1,604

2,683 2,569

3,473

3,517

3,623

Since 1973, more than 38,500 women have benefited from more 
than $43.5 million in PCE grant awards. Your continued support is 
truly appreciated as we begin the next 40 years of investing in the 
future—one grant at a time.  
Awards are funded by chapter contributions supplemented by the generosity of the P.E.O. Foundation, 
investment income, individual gifts and bequests.

Chapter Contributions

Amount of Grants Awarded

# Number of Applications Reviewed by Trustees




